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Concours Mines-Télécom, Concours Commun TPE/EIVP.

EPREUVE DE LANGUE VIVANTE

Durée de I’épreuve : 1 heure 30 minutes

L’emploi de tout document (dictionnaire, imprimés...etc.) et de
tout appareil (traductrices, calculatrices électroniques...etc.) est
interdit dans cette épreuve.

Cette épreuve est commune aux candidats des filieres MP, PC, PSI.

= _Le théme est noté sur 8.
= _La premiére question est notée sur 4.
= _La deuxiéme question est notée sur 8.

Laréponse a la premiére question devra comporter 80 mots plus ou moins 10%.
La réponse a la deuxiéme question devra comporter 180 mots plus ou moins 10%.

Dans les deux questions de l'exercice d'expression écrite, le candidat indiquera lui-méme le nombre
de mots employés dans sa réponse.

Le non-respect des limites indiquées sera sanctionné.

Les candidats sont priés de mentionner en téte de leur copie la langue dans laquelle ils ont composé,
qui est obligatoirement celle qu'ils ont indiquée dans leur dossier d'inscription.

Remarque : les références et les titres du théme, lorsqu'ils existent, ne sont pas a traduire.

Pour faciliter la correction de I'épreuve, les candidats écriront leur
texte en veillant a laisser de la place pour la correction entre les lignes
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ANGLAIS

Expression écrite

Sturgeon warns Truss not to ‘gerrymander’ Scottish referendum rules

An unnamed supporter of Truss, who is expected to become Prime minister this week, suggested her
government would introduce a requirement to demonstrate 60% support for another referendum before
a new independence vote could be held.

The source told the Sunday Times: “The SNP [Scottish National party] said after the 2014 referendum
that they would not seek another one until polls consistently showed more than 60% of the public
would vote to leave the UK.

“In order to achieve independence, it would not be unreasonable for the yes side to demonstrate that it
was the settled will of the Scottish people like in the 1997 devolution referendum where there was a
three to one majority in favour of a Scottish parliament.”

The paper also reported that ministers could raise the required voting threshold for independence to
pass, from a simple voting majority to a majority of Scotland’s entire electorate.

Sturgeon, who wants to hold a second independence referendum in October 2023, said fear of losing
the vote was no justification for changing the rules.

Speaking to Sky News’s Sophy Ridge on Sunday, the Scottish First minister said the reported
amendment would be “a changing of the basic rules of democracy that we have all abided by for our
entire lifetimes and long before that”.

“Can you imagine the fear, fury, the literal foaming at the mouth that we would have had from the
Conservative party if you suggested [new rules] for the Brexit referendum?” she said.

“Just because you fear losing a democratic contest, it’s not an excuse or doesn’t make it acceptable to
rewrite the rules of democracy.”

Sturgeon said the proposals were an attempt to “gerrymander the rules”, adding: “That is a sign of
fundamental weakness and a lack of confidence in her case for the union.”

The First minister claimed there had “never been a positive case for the union made”.

Boris Johnson indicated he would ignore any second referendum, prompting Sturgeon to ask the
supreme court to rule on holding the vote without the UK government’s consent. The case will be heard
next month with the verdict expected early next year.

The Scottish National party MP Richard Thomson also criticised the reported plans to tinker with
rules. He tweeted: “So ... when the referendum that ‘isn’t going to happen’ happens, it’s to be with a
fiddled franchise? That reeks of a few things from the UK government — arrogance, entitlement and
contempt for starters, but certainly not of political confidence.”

Support for independence in the polls peaked at 58% during the pandemic but that figure has slid in
recent years.

During the Conservative leadership race, Truss dismissed Sturgeon as an “attention seeker” whose
calls for a second referendum “should be ignored”.

In her Sky News interview, Sturgeon hit back at Truss. “If she governs how she has campaigned over
the summer, she will be a disaster — not just for Scotland but for all of the UK — but let’s hope that’s
not the case, because this is a very serious time for the UK,” she said.

Matthew Weaver, The Guardian, September 4, 2022
Question 1
According to the article, how does Truss’s political outlook arouse tensions in Great Britain?

Question 2
In your opinion, to what extent does British unity remain a fragile balance? Illustrate your answer with
pertinent examples.
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Theme

Les voisins se sont réunis en bas de I'immeuble. 1l y a surtout des femmes. C’est bientét 'heure d’aller
chercher les enfants a I'école. Elles regardent I'ambulance, les yeux gonflés de larmes. Elles pleurent et
elles veulent savoir. Elles se mettent sur la pointe des pieds. [...] Déja, la rumeur court. 1l est arrivé
malheur aux enfants.

C’est un bel immeuble de la rue d’Hauteville, dans le dixieme arrondissement. Un immeuble ot les voisins
s’adressent, sans se connaitre, des bonjours chaleureux. L’appartement des Massé se trouve au
cinquieme étage. C’est le plus petit appartement de la résidence. Paul et Myriam ont fait monter une
cloison au milieu du salon a la naissance de leur second enfant. Ils dorment dans une piéce exigué, entre
la cuisine et la fenétre qui donne sur la rue. Myriam aime les meubles chinés et les tapis berberes. Au
mur, elle a accroché des estampes japonaises.

Leila Slimani, Chanson douce, 2016
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