
Law & Order 
 

Let’s Train – Essay 
Should the federal government have the authority to override local control of police and 
security during a declared emergency? 

Arguments for Arguments against 
During major emergencies, like natural 
disasters or terrorist attacks, local 
authorities might not have enough 
resources. Federal oversight ensures 
help can arrive fast and decisions are 
coordinated. 

Local police understand the unique 
needs, cultures, and concerns of their 
own cities and neighborhoods. Federal 
control could ignore these local realities 
and make decisions that don’t fit the 
situation. 

Emergencies can affect multiple cities or 
states at once. Federal control ensures 
rules and procedures are the same 
everywhere, reducing confusion and 
making efforts more effective. 

If the federal government can take 
control whenever it declares an 
“emergency,” there’s a danger that 
leaders could misuse this power to act 
beyond what’s necessary or to push 
political goals. 

The federal government can provide 
more manpower, equipment, and funding 
than local agencies, which can be critical 
in stopping chaos or saving lives. 

Adding federal authority on top of local 
agencies can create confusion or delays. 
Local officials might have to wait for 
federal approval, slowing down urgent 
responses. 

Sometimes local authorities may act too 
slowly, or decisions may be influenced by 
politics. Federal authority ensures 
emergencies are handled based on 
safety and law, not local opinions. 

Communities should have a say in how 
they are policed. Federal takeover during 
emergencies could weaken citizen input 
and reduce accountability to local 
residents. 

Certain threats, like terrorism or 
pandemics, can affect the whole country. 
Federal oversight helps coordinate a 
national defense and keeps citizens safe 
on a larger scale. 

What counts as an “emergency” might be 
interpreted differently by federal officials. 
Relying on this declaration as a trigger 
could allow for unnecessary federal 
control over areas that are handling 
situations fine on their own. 

 


