Réflexions liminaires

» Différence a faire entre ‘misinformation’ & ‘disinformation’
o Misinformation = Misinformation is false or inaccurate information—
getting the facts wrong.
o Disinformation = Disinformation is false information which is deliberately
intended to mislead—intentionally misstating the facts.
» Attention aux sources, bien gue beaucoup d’exemples soient américains,
certaines sources et analyses sont britanniques
» Une question en‘what is at stake with’ comporte toujours le risque de se contenter
d’une approche descriptive et il faut bien penser a passer du fait a 'lanalyse, du
constat a U'enjeu qui en découle.

Document 1

Main source of news by age group:

The move from traditional sources of news like television and printed newspapers is
particularly clear if we look at differences between age groups. There are very clear
generational divides. Asked to identify their main source of news, online comes out
number one in every age group under 45 — and for those under 25, social media are by
now more popular than television. The television news audience is still large, butitis also
old — and aging — and younger people increasingly find their news from websites and
apps, and via search engines and social media.

Trust in news by political orientation:

If we break down the trust figures by whether people consider themselves politically on
the left, in the centre, or on the right, it is clear that people on the left in the UK have
particularly low levels of trust in news, whereas a majority on the centre and the right say
they trust news “most of the time.”

Document 2

» Evolution from human-made disinformation to machine-made one with the
advent generative Al >> impact on
o thevolume and variety of disinformation
o quality > more realistic = harder to debunk
o microtargeting > highly personalized propaganda
o how harditis to detect
» High political stakes of the year 2024
» Examples of Al capabilities: fake images / text prompts / essays...



Document 3
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Urgency to do so >> flood of disinformation on the internet which young people are
especially prey to
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Two consequences:
o “people believe everything that suits their preconceived notions”
o “they cynically disbelieve everything”
But one outcome to both = “polarized and disengaged citizenry”
Being tech-savvy is no guarantee of being able to spot fake news
Notion of “bad digital citizenship habits”
A study led in 2019 found that “those 65 and older shared more fakes news during
the 2016 election than younger adults” > trans-generational question of online
illiteracy
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Document 4

» Election year in the US = both sides misrepresent information “to spin a positive
view of themselves and a negative view of their opponents”
Today = digital society => vast amounts of data available >
and bane (a lot to go through to
make one’s own assessments and conclusions = drowned in information)
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Document5

» Highlight on the Washington Post debunking Trump’s lies and fact checking to
discredit fake news



Comment construire sa synthése?

» Enjeu n°1: Un enjeu générationnel (modes d’accés a linformation, évolutions
technologiques) dans un contexte politique lourd



