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Let’s Anticipate – Elements of correction 
Who is celebrating and how 

Key issue 

What did America choose to celebrate at 250 — and who got to define the nation? 

Group 1 The Great American State Fair 

CATEGORY COMPLETED NOTES 
ACTOR Freedom 250 and the White House; support from federal agencies and 

participating states and territories. 
INITIATIVE — 
CONTENT 

National Mall, Washington DC, June 25–July 10, 2026; state pavilions, 
displays of innovation, performances, screenings, flyovers and family 
attractions. 

TARGET AUDIENCE Families, visitors and the general public; people from across the 
country. 

STATED OBJECTIVE Celebrate the people, traditions and achievements of the nation and 
bring Americans together. 

IMPLICIT VISION OF 
AMERICA 

A powerful, successful and spectacular nation; regional diversity 
gathered into an affirmative national showcase. 

EVIDENCE All 56 states and territories represented; industry displays and military 
flyovers combine tradition, innovation and power. 

Model one minute oral report 

The Great American State Fair was organised by Freedom 250 with White House involvement. It 
ran on the National Mall from June 25 to July 10. Visitors could explore state pavilions, see 
innovation displays, attend performances and enjoy family attractions. It was aimed at the general 
public. Its stated purpose was to unite Americans by celebrating national traditions and 
achievements. More implicitly, it presented America as a successful and powerful nation, as the 
combination of regional pavilions, technology and military flyovers suggests. However, artists’ 
withdrawals over its political associations challenged the claim that the event represented 
everyone. 

Group 2 History Rocks Trail to Independence 

CATEGORY COMPLETED NOTES 
ACTOR U.S. Department of Education; Linda McMahon and other officials; 

linked to the administration’s anniversary programme. 
INITIATIVE — 
CONTENT 

A 50-state civic-history tour, with school visits, talks and participatory 
activities; planned in the approximate order states joined the Union. 
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TARGET AUDIENCE School pupils, teachers and school communities; future citizens. 
STATED OBJECTIVE Encourage historical knowledge, civic responsibility and appreciation of 

shared founding principles. 
IMPLICIT VISION OF 
AMERICA 

A nation united through civic education and attachment to a shared 
founding story. 

EVIDENCE One K–12 school per state in the announced design; the national 
itinerary turns separate school visits into a common civic narrative. 

Model one minute oral report 

History Rocks was a Department of Education tour linked to America’s 250th anniversary. Its 
announced programme involved visiting a school in every state, approximately in the order states 
joined the Union, with officials discussing American history and civic principles. It primarily 
addressed pupils and their school communities. The stated aim was to strengthen civic 
knowledge and shared values. More implicitly, it presented America as a nation whose future 
citizens should inherit a common founding story. The 50-state itinerary supports this 
interpretation. Yet critics questioned the neutrality of the programme because of its conservative 
partnerships; that criticism must be distinguished from proof of partisan teaching at each visit. 

Group 3 In Pursuit of Life Liberty and Happiness 

CATEGORY COMPLETED NOTES 
ACTOR Smithsonian National Museum of American History, Washington DC. 
INITIATIVE — 
CONTENT 

Museum-wide exhibition opened May 14, 2026; 250 objects from the 
1700s to the present trace the pursuit of the Declaration’s ideals. 

TARGET AUDIENCE Museum visitors, families, students and anyone exploring American 
history. 

STATED OBJECTIVE Explore how generations of Americans have pursued life, liberty and 
happiness. 

IMPLICIT VISION OF 
AMERICA 

A plural nation whose founding promises are pursued over time, rather 
than fully realised in 1776. 

EVIDENCE The title makes all three ideals objects of pursuit; 250 objects across 
generations show varied paths towards those promises. 

Model one minute oral report 

In Pursuit of Life, Liberty and Happiness was organised by the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
American History. It opened in May 2026 and displayed 250 objects dating from the eighteenth 
century to the present. Visitors could explore how different generations pursued the Declaration’s 
promises. The exhibition addressed a broad museum audience, including students and families. 
Its stated purpose was to examine life, liberty and happiness through historical objects. More 
implicitly, it presented America as an unfinished project shaped by varied experiences. The title 
supports this reading: it makes the founding ideals things Americans continue to pursue rather 
than achievements completed at independence. 
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Group 4 Of the People Festival of Festivals 

CATEGORY COMPLETED NOTES 
ACTOR Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage, working with local 

festival organisers and culture bearers. 
INITIATIVE — 
CONTENT 

A network of local festivals and cultural exchanges beyond Washington; 
music, foodways, storytelling and living traditions. 

TARGET AUDIENCE Local communities, families, visitors, artists and people who practise or 
transmit traditions. 

STATED OBJECTIVE Showcase the country’s cultural landscape through collaborative local 
programmes. 

IMPLICIT VISION OF 
AMERICA 

A nation made from diverse living cultures; identity created from 
communities rather than only national leaders. 

EVIDENCE Fiddle & Fork, June 12–14: Blue Ridge Music Center and The Bluffs 
Restaurant linked regional music with food traditions. 

Model one minute oral report 

Of the People was organised by the Smithsonian’s Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage with 
local partners. Instead of concentrating celebration in Washington, it joined festivals around the 
country. Communities could share music, food, storytelling and other living traditions. One 
example was Fiddle and Fork, which brought together Blue Ridge music and foodways in June. 
These events addressed local residents, visitors and cultural practitioners. Their stated aim was 
to showcase America’s cultural landscape. More implicitly, they presented the nation as 
something created through diverse everyday practices. The combination of local music and food 
shows how belonging can emerge through cultural exchange rather than one official historical 
story. 

Group 5 Voices and Votes 

CATEGORY COMPLETED NOTES 
ACTOR Smithsonian Museum on Main Street; local hosts and humanities 

partners. French Lick: local visitors bureau and Indiana Humanities. 
INITIATIVE — 
CONTENT 

Exhibitions on democracy, voting and civic participation, using objects, 
photographs and interactive elements. French Lick hosted the travelling 
version May 16–June 28. 

TARGET AUDIENCE Local residents, visitors and learners, including communities outside 
major museum centres. 

STATED OBJECTIVE Connect national democratic history with local stories and encourage 
reflection on participation. 

IMPLICIT VISION OF 
AMERICA 

Democracy as a continuing collective practice, shaped by citizens and 
struggles over inclusion. 

EVIDENCE Free admission at French Lick and the connection to local stories invite 
communities to reflect on their own role in democracy. 
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Model one minute oral report 

Voices and Votes was developed through the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street programme 
and presented with local partners. The travelling exhibition explored American democracy through 
objects, photographs and interactive elements. In French Lick, it was hosted at the visitors centre 
from May 16 to June 28, with free admission. It addressed residents and visitors, including people 
far from major museums. Its stated purpose was to connect national history with local stories and 
reflection. More implicitly, it presented America as a democracy that citizens continually shape. 
The local setting and free access made participation, rather than distant national spectacle, 
central to the anniversary. 

Group 6 The Great American Expedition 

CATEGORY COMPLETED NOTES 
ACTOR Department of the Interior, its agencies, public-land staff, community 

organisations and partners. 
INITIATIVE — 
CONTENT 

Nationwide visits and activities on public lands and at landmarks; 
expedition flags, place-based stories, recreation and stewardship 
projects. 

TARGET AUDIENCE Families, students, veterans, volunteers, visitors and communities 
connected to public lands. 

STATED OBJECTIVE Celebrate public-land heritage and the people who care for it; strengthen 
pride, connection and stewardship. 

IMPLICIT VISION OF 
AMERICA 

A nation connected through shared landscapes, heritage and 
responsibility for their future. 

EVIDENCE Snake River Canyon, July 8: collective Declaration reading and 
Expedition Flag; the event ended with a drum song from the nearby Fort 
Hall community. 

Model one minute oral report 

The Great American Expedition was launched by the Department of the Interior. It linked visits, 
local activities and stories about public lands, with an expedition flag documenting the journey. 
Families, volunteers and communities were invited to participate. Its stated aim was to celebrate 
heritage and the people who care for shared places. More implicitly, it connected national identity 
with landscapes and stewardship. At Snake River Canyon in July, a public reading of the 
Declaration and a closing drum song linked the anniversary to a local setting and community 
participation. This example shows how the national story can be anchored in places and 
partnerships. 
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OVERALL SYNTHESIS 

One anniversary and several national narratives 

INITIATIVE VISION OF AMERICA WHO DEFINES THE STORY 
Great American State Fair Achievement, spectacle and 

national pride. 
Freedom 250 and executive 
organisers. 

History Rocks Shared founding principles 
passed on to future citizens. 

Education officials and their 
partners. 

In Pursuit Founding promises pursued 
across diverse experiences. 

Museum curators, historical 
evidence and objects. 

Of the People Identity through diverse living 
traditions. 

Local organisers and cultural 
practitioners. 

Voices and Votes Democracy as ongoing 
participation. 

Museums, local hosts and 
citizens reflecting on their 
history. 

Great American Expedition Shared landscapes, heritage 
and stewardship. 

Interior agencies and local 
public-land partners. 

 

Are America’s 250th-anniversary celebrations creating national unity — or competing 
national narratives? 

The celebrations offer opportunities for unity, but they also convey different definitions of America. 
The Great American State Fair foregrounds achievement and patriotic spectacle, while In Pursuit 
presents founding ideals as promises pursued over generations. Of the People locates national 
identity in living cultural traditions, and Voices and Votes connects it to civic participation. The 
Great American Expedition adds a place-based account of heritage and stewardship. These 
approaches need not be incompatible: a shared nation can contain several memories and 
practices. However, controversy arises when one organiser claims to represent everyone or when 
political partnerships undermine confidence in neutrality. Unity therefore depends less on a single 
story than on allowing different communities to recognise themselves in the commemoration. 

 


