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Extract 1 

1. Where in London did one of the satirical posters showing Elon Musk emerge 
from a Tesla’s roof appear? It appeared on the side of an East London bus stop. 

2. What is the intended implication behind the phrase “Goes from 0 to 1939 in 3 
seconds” in the poster? The phrase suggests a link between Musk and Nazi 

Germany (1939 marks the start of World War II), implying that his actions or 

associations are being compared to far-right or fascist ideologies. 
3. Why might the group “Overthrow Musk” have chosen to use parody 

advertisements and billboards instead of more conventional forms of protest? 
Parody is eye-catching, humorous, and accessible to the public. It can spread quickly, 

provoke thought, and reach a wider audience than traditional protest methods, while 

also ridiculing Musk in a way that undermines his public image. 
4. How does linking Elon Musk with President Trump and far-right imagery 

contribute to the satirical message of the posters? By associating Musk with Trump 

and fascist themes, the posters exaggerate and critique his perceived political leanings 

or influence, warning the public that supporting Musk or Tesla may mean supporting 

far-right causes. 
5. According to the extract, how has political anger toward Musk and Tesla 

manifested differently in Britain and the United States? In Britain and parts of 

Europe, the anger has taken the form of satirical posters and parody billboards. In the 

United States, it has involved vandalism of Tesla cars and sometimes violent protests 

at dealerships. 

Recap : In London, satirical posters mocking Elon Musk connect his image to fascist symbols 

and far-right ideology, turning parody into a political weapon. The group Overthrow Musk uses 

humor and exaggeration to criticize his influence and discourage people from supporting Tesla. 

By linking Musk to authoritarian themes, the satire ridicules his perceived extremism while 

warning consumers of the moral implications of their purchases. Unlike in the United States, 

where protests sometimes turn violent, British dissent takes a creative and witty form. The 

result is a reflection of how anger toward Musk manifests differently across cultures but stems 

from shared disapproval of his political behavior. 



Extract 2 : 

1. What method did the Center for Political Beauty use to satirize Elon Musk outside 
a Tesla factory in Berlin? The group used high-power lights to project the word “Heil” 

onto the side of a Tesla factory, making it read “Heil Tesla,” along with an image of 

Musk saluting. 
2. What is the wordplay behind the Italian street art caption “Elon Mask”? The 

phrase “Elon Mask” is a pun suggesting Musk is hiding his true identity. In the artwork, 

he removes a mask to reveal Hitler’s face, implying dangerous or extremist tendencies 

beneath his public persona. 
3. Why might satire and parody be particularly effective forms of protest against 

Elon Musk in Europe, according to the extract? Satire is effective because it taps 

into Britain and Europe’s long tradition of political humor, making complex criticisms 

accessible and memorable. It ridicules Musk in a way that weakens his image while 

sparking public debate. 
4. What message do the bumper stickers created by “Takedown Tesla” aim to 

communicate to Tesla owners? The bumper stickers warn owners not to “make the 

same mistake,” implying regret or criticism for supporting Musk. Phrases like “Pre-2020 

Model” suggest Tesla was better before Musk’s recent political associations. 
5. How does the anti-Musk satire in Europe differ in style from the protests 

organized by the London-based group “Takedown Tesla”? The satire in Europe 

often uses dramatic artistic expressions, like light projections and street art. In contrast, 

the London-based group organizes smaller-scale protests with posters, freeway 

demonstrations, and bumper stickers. 

Recap : Across Europe, political satire against Musk has taken on striking visual forms, such 

as the “Heil Tesla” projection in Germany and the Italian street art titled “Elon Mask,” which 

depicts him as hiding sinister motives. These parodies combine humor, art, and criticism to 

challenge Musk’s power and public image. Groups like Takedown Tesla use accessible, 

attention-grabbing tactics—bumper stickers and freeway posters—to spread their message. 

Through this mix of wit and protest, they make complex political concerns understandable to 

the public. While continental satire leans on dramatic artistry, the British approach remains 

more grassroots and directly confrontational. 

  



Extract 3 : 

1. According to Mr. Gorenfeld, what makes Elon Musk’s behavior particularly easy 
to ridicule? Mr. Gorenfeld said Musk’s behavior is “campy and ridiculous,” which 

makes it easier to mock despite his wealth and power. 
2. What does Mr. Gorenfeld mean by describing Musk’s “brand of toxicity” as 

“campy and ridiculous”? Campy” means exaggerated, theatrical, or absurd. 

Gorenfeld is suggesting that Musk’s behavior is so over-the-top that it naturally invites 

ridicule. 

3. Why might small anti-Musk groups in Europe focus on lowering Tesla’s stock 
price and sales rather than only protesting Musk’s personal actions? Targeting 

Tesla’s stock and sales attacks Musk’s financial power directly. By weakening his 

company’s success, protesters hope to discourage him and other billionaires from 

using their influence to promote far-right politics. 
4. How do Musk’s political statements on X (such as supporting far-right figures 

and causes) contribute to the backlash he faces in Europe? By spreading 

misinformation, supporting controversial figures like Tommy Robinson, and defending 

extremists, Musk positions himself alongside far-right politics. This makes him a 

political actor rather than just a businessman, fueling public anger and protest. 
5. Why did some anti-Musk groups decline to be interviewed, and what does this 

suggest about Musk’s influence? Some groups declined interviews out of fear Musk 

might retaliate against them on social media, showing that they view him as powerful 

and potentially vindictive toward his critics. 

Recap : Elon Musk’s flamboyant and often outrageous behavior makes him an easy target for 

ridicule, as critics view his mix of wealth, influence, and far-right sympathies as toxic. His use 

of the social media platform X to promote misinformation and extremist causes has turned him 

from a tech entrepreneur into a political agitator. In response, European activists aim to weaken 

Tesla’s financial success as a form of symbolic resistance against elite political interference. 

Their campaigns highlight broader anxieties about billionaire control over democratic 

discourse. At the same time, fear of Musk’s potential retaliation shows just how powerful and 

polarizing his presence has become. 

  



Extract 4 : 

1. Which group projected Elon Musk’s image on the Berlin Tesla factory, and what 
was their goal? The British satirical activist group Led by Donkeys, working with the 

Center for Political Beauty, projected Musk’s image on the Berlin factory. Their goal 

was to show that billionaires are vulnerable and cannot act without accountability. 
2. What does Ben Stewart mean by saying billionaires “can’t act with impunity”? 

“Can’t act with impunity” means that even extremely wealthy and powerful individuals 

like Musk are not above consequences; their actions can provoke public backlash or 

other forms of accountability. 
3. Why might Tesla’s falling stock price and sales be seen as a measure of the 

effectiveness of the anti-Musk campaigns? The decline in Tesla’s stock price 

(almost halved since December) and the 13% drop in sales suggest that public activism 

and political satire may be influencing investor and consumer behavior, showing that 

the campaigns are having an impact. 
4. How does Musk’s response to the protests and stock fluctuations reflect his 

attitude toward criticism and financial pressure? Musk’s response — shrugging 

and calling the stock decline a potential “buying opportunity” — suggests he is 

somewhat dismissive of the protests and financial pressure in the short term, believing 

in Tesla’s long-term resilience. 
5. What connection is suggested between Musk’s political activities and Tesla’s 

recent stock and sales performance? The extract links Tesla’s declining stock price 

and sales to Musk’s political activities, including overseeing government layoffs and 

budget cuts, implying that his public political actions may have contributed to negative 

market reactions. 

Recap : Led by Donkeys and the Center for Political Beauty seek to prove that even billionaires 

like Musk can be held accountable for their political and economic influence. They argue that 

Tesla’s halved stock value and declining sales demonstrate that public opinion and activism 

can have real-world consequences. While Musk publicly dismisses these effects—treating the 

market drop as a “buying opportunity”—activists interpret them as validation of their pressure 

campaigns. The contrast between Musk’s nonchalance and the protesters’ urgency 

underscores the clash between wealth and accountability. Ultimately, the extract links Tesla’s 

business struggles to the growing discomfort surrounding Musk’s political entanglements. 

  



Extract 5 : 

1. What types of protest methods are used by Tesla Takedown and other anti-Musk 
activists in the UK to avoid violence? Protesters use nonviolent methods such as 

giant balloons resembling Musk, leaving fliers on Tesla cars, and staging humorous 

public displays rather than vandalism or direct confrontation. 
2. What does the phrase “go viral” mean in the context of Ms. Sutcliffe’s statement 

about U.K. protests? “Go viral” means to attract widespread attention, especially 

online or in public, quickly and effectively, often through humor or striking visuals. 
3. Why do the protesters emphasize humor and creative visuals, like balloons and 

fliers, in their campaigns? Humor and creative visuals help the protesters capture 

public attention, communicate their message in an accessible way, and avoid legal or 

physical risks associated with violent protest. 
4. How do the protesters connect Tesla ownership and usage to supporting Musk’s 

political views? Protesters argue that using Teslas or Tesla chargers supports Musk 

financially, which indirectly backs his political positions, including promoting climate-

denying policies and supporting fossil-fuel interests. 
5. According to the extract, what is a key reason for anti-Musk sentiment in 

Germany? Anti-Musk sentiment in Germany is linked to Musk’s support for the far-right 

political party Alternative for Germany, which has generated public anger. 

Recap : In the U.K., anti-Musk activists distinguish themselves from violent protesters by using 

humor, creativity, and symbolic gestures to express dissent. Tesla Takedown, led by Theodora 

Sutcliffe, stages lighthearted but pointed actions, such as giant Musk-shaped balloons and 

fliers mocking Tesla’s loss of “coolness.” These protests link Tesla ownership to complicity in 

Musk’s controversial political agenda, framing consumer choices as moral ones. Their humor-

driven approach reflects a particularly British style of satire, emphasizing wit over aggression. 

Meanwhile, in Germany, frustration with Musk is more directly political, rooted in his public 

support for the far-right Alternative for Germany party. 

  



Extract 6 : 

1. What artistic method does Mr. Ruch use in his protests to convey his message 
about Musk? Mr. Ruch uses artistic techniques like superimposing lights and images 

on buildings (e.g., Tesla dealerships) to create new visual works that convey his 

political message. 
2. What does the phrase “overwriting one image with another” mean in the context 

of Mr. Ruch’s protests? “Overwriting one image with another” means replacing or 

altering an existing image with new imagery or text to change its meaning, often for 

satirical or political effect. 
3. Why might the use of social media amplify the impact of these anti-Musk artistic 

protests? Social media spreads photos and videos of these artistic protests widely, 

increasing visibility, influencing public opinion, and allowing satire to reach audiences 

far beyond the immediate location. 
4. How do the “Musk-B-Gone” air fresheners and cardboard cutouts function as 

political satire? The air fresheners and cardboard cutouts mock Musk by exaggerating 

and ridiculing his perceived political alignment (e.g., fascism, Trump support), making 

serious criticism humorous and memorable. 
5. According to Ms. Sutcliffe, why do some people see Musk as a unique threat 

compared to him being merely associated with Trump? Some perceive Musk as a 

unique threat due to his unprecedented combination of economic power and control 

over information, not just because of his political associations with Trump. 

Recap : Philipp Ruch and his collaborators use visual art and digital projection to challenge 

Musk’s public persona, transforming Tesla sites into canvases of political critique. His 

technique of “overwriting” images—layering words and visuals over Musk’s likeness—creates 

powerful satirical statements that spread rapidly on social media. Other artistic protests, like 

“Musk-B-Gone” air fresheners and cardboard cutouts of Musk and Trump, use humor to 

ridicule his association with authoritarianism. These creative acts merge art, activism, and viral 

media to shape public perception. As Theodora Sutcliffe notes, some critics see Musk not just 

as an ally of Trump but as a uniquely dangerous figure, wielding both economic might and 

control over global information channels. 

  



OVERALL RECAP : 

Across Britain and Europe, Elon Musk has become the focus of a growing wave of political 

satire that blends humor, art, and protest. Activists use parody and exaggeration to mock his 

association with far-right politics and authoritarian imagery, transforming public spaces into 

arenas of creative resistance. From London bus stops to Berlin factory walls, groups like 

Overthrow Musk, Led by Donkeys, and the Center for Political Beauty employ wit rather than 

violence to challenge his influence. Their posters, projections, and mock advertisements link 

Musk to figures like Trump and Hitler, turning criticism into accessible public art. 

This movement builds on Europe’s long tradition of political satire, using laughter to expose 

the dangers of unchecked wealth and power. Musk’s controversial use of X to promote 

extremist views and misinformation has intensified these reactions, recasting him as a political 

actor rather than merely an entrepreneur. Activists see undermining Tesla’s reputation and 

stock value as a way to hold him accountable. While Musk brushes off their campaigns with 

confidence in Tesla’s future, the protesters interpret market decline as proof of their impact. 

In Britain, humor and clever symbolism—like fliers, giant balloons, and slogans—replace 

aggression, reflecting the country’s satirical culture. In Germany and Italy, the protest art is 

more visually provocative, connecting Musk’s image to fascist and nationalist themes. Across 

Europe, these efforts reveal deep anxiety about the fusion of technological power, political 

manipulation, and billionaire influence. Whether through viral art, parody merchandise, or 

digital activism, the anti-Musk movement underscores a wider democratic impulse: the desire 

to remind even the richest individuals that they, too, can be mocked, challenged, and held to 

account. 


