
To what extent is AI a threat to journalism ? 

Title : AI and Journalism: Between Disruption, Reinvention, and Conditional Public Acceptance 

TS1 : AI represents a profound threat to journalism because it accelerates the spread of fabricated 
content, erodes public trust, risks displacing journalistic labor, and introduces ethical and legal 
vulnerabilities that destabilize the credibility of the news ecosystem. 

- AI-generated fake news anchors spreading fabricated events (doc.1) 
- Disappearance of AI disclaimers through reposting → misinformation risk (doc.1) 
- Use of AI for propaganda or disinformation at scale (doc.2) 
- Declining trust in media, exacerbated by AI opacity (docs.1&2) 
- Sharp drop in trust when AI writes/edits news (doc.4) 
- Risk of job displacement and weakening of journalistic roles (doc.3) 
- Internal resistance: fear AI replaces human editorial judgment (doc.3) 
- Legal/IP concerns around AI summarizing others’ content (doc.3) 
- Inaccuracies in AI summaries leading to corrections (doc.3) 
- Fear of non-disclosed AI use (need for labelling) → trust erosion (doc.5) 
- AI-created images and synthetic presenters perceived as deceptive (docs.1&5) 
- Depersonalisation/ethical issues around voice or likeness rights (doc.2) 

Transition : Yet despite these risks, journalism is not merely being hollowed out—the same technologies 
that generate anxiety also open new avenues for efficiency, depth, and creativity when harnessed 
responsibly. 

TS2 : AI can significantly strengthen journalistic practice by accelerating research, enhancing reporting 
depth, creating innovative storytelling formats, improving multilingual accessibility, and supporting 
newsrooms with powerful analytical tools that extend, rather than replace, human expertise. 

- Efficient AI-supported video/news production (doc.2)  
- Use of AI to personalise content delivery (doc.2) 
- AI enhancing investigation (e.g., AP processing JFK/MLK files) (doc.3) 
- Quicker document search, summarization, unredaction detection (doc.3) 
- AI-driven interactive formats (travel planner, chatbots) (doc.3) 
- Multilingual news production (30+ languages) (doc.2) 
- Human–AI hybrid models maintain better trust (docs.3&4) 
- Some public acceptance of AI in background/support tasks (doc.5) 
- Residual payments for presenters licensing their likeness (doc.2) 
- AI for news selection and roundups (Axios) Doc 3 

Transition : But the benefits and threats do not cancel each other out automatically; they intersect in 
ways that make the future of journalism dependent on deliberate, transparent, and human-centred 
governance of AI. 

TS3 : The future of journalism lies in structured solutions—transparent labelling, hybrid workflows, legal 
and ethical guardrails, human oversight, and negotiated labour protections—which together can 
preserve trust and ensure AI serves journalism rather than undermines it. 

- Transparency around AI use and permanent labelling (docs.1,4,5)  
- Maintaining human oversight in AI-assisted content (docs.2,3,4)  
- Hybrid workflows combining human reporters with AI tools (docs.2,3,4)  
- Distinguishing ethical/legitimate AI uses from deceptive ones (docs.1&3)  
- Editorial guidelines guaranteeing human responsibility (docs.3&4) 



- Collective bargaining agreements to protect jobs & define guardrails (doc.3) 
- Legal review processes for AI summarisation/IP issues (doc.3) 
- Public-aligned thresholds for acceptable AI tasks (doc.5) 
- Ensuring use of verified sources in AI-generated content (doc.2) 
- Visible commitments to human-produced journalism (docs.3&4) 

Conclusion : AI’s rise in journalism poses risks to trust, accuracy, and authenticity, yet also offers tools 
that strengthen reporting when used transparently. The key is deliberate oversight: clear labelling, 
human judgment, and ethical safeguards. With these in place, AI becomes an aid rather than an unseen 
author of the news. 


