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Designing Brexit

Document  1  -  Brexit  and  the  Irish  border:  The  experts'
verdict

With eight months to go until the UK officially exits the European Union, the Irish border
remains one of the most difficult problems to solve. [...]

Dr Katy Hayward - Reader in sociology at Queen's University, Belfast

[…]  Essentially,  the  European  Commission  sees  Brexit  as  a  divorce,  whereas  the  UK
government views it as a move towards a more "open" relationship - keeping the benefits
of marriage with fewer of the commitments. So, while the EU is focused on the Withdrawal
Agreement (to ensure an orderly separation), the UK's eye is on the Future Framework
(setting out the aspirations for the new UK-EU relationship). The EU approaches Brexit as
a legal and technical process; the UK approaches it as a bargaining and political process.
[…] 

Dr Graham Gudgin - chief economic advisor at influential right-leaning think 
tank Policy Exchange

On the face of it, the Chequers white paper solves the Irish land-border issue. [...]

The arrangements include a customs union with free trade in goods, regulatory alignment
in goods and procedures for ensuring that goods flowing through the UK to the EU pay the
correct import duties and observe the correct regulations.

These complex arrangements mean that no consignments of goods need to be stopped at
any UK border including that in Northern Ireland. This would solve the problem for goods,
but in Ireland that is not the whole issue. Much of the problem involves small traders living
close to the border, many of them suppliers of services rather than goods. […] 

Dan O'Brien, chief economist at the Institute of International and European
Affairs (IIEA), in Dublin

The Northern Ireland border backstop is  now the central  issue threatening to scupper
Brexit negotiations between the UK and the EU. 

The  EU's  position  is  that  Theresa  May's  government  must  make  a  legally  binding
commitment to keep Northern Ireland in the EU's customs territory if  the UK's future
relationship with the EU causes any change to the way the border arrangements on the
island of Ireland currently function.

The British government has rejected this, arguing that no government could concede to
such a demand - it would mean having to impose an internal border between Northern
Ireland and Britain; and it would mean that EU law would remain supreme over UK law in
Northern Ireland. […]



Sir  Martin  Donnelly  -  Former  permanent  secretary  at  the  Department  for
International Trade

The UK is leaving the European Union at the end of March. The Republic of Ireland is
remaining  a  member.  […]  The  British  Government  made a  treaty  commitment  twenty
years ago in the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement to an open border. [...]

If the rest of the UK leaves the customs union or single market, then logically there will
have to be checks in the Irish sea.

So either all the UK agrees to stay in the single market; or something else happens that
nobody has thought of yet. [...]

Adapted from BBC News
August 2, 2018

By Colm KELPIE

Document 2 - What's in the Brexit White Paper ?

The long-awaited document setting out the UK’s plan outlines five key
objectives. [...]

The white paper says the government seeks “a principled and practical Brexit”. […]  
The new relationship with the EU should be “broader in scope than any other that
exists between the EU and a third country”, it says. The aim would be “a practical
Brexit” with both sides “confident they can trust and rely on the commitments made
to each other”. This would involve regular dialogue, joint institutions and “robust and
appropriate”  means  to  resolve  disputes,  involving  binding  arbitration  that  would
refer to the European court of justice.

Five key objectives [...]

1.The economy: “developing a broad and deep economic relationship with the EU that
maximises future prosperity … and minimises disruption to trade between the UK and the
EU,  protecting  jobs  and  livelihoods  –  at  the  same  time  making  the  most  of  trading
opportunities around the world.”
2.Communities:  ending  free  movement  with  a  new immigration  system,  support  for
farming and fisheries, and what is called a “shared prosperity fund”.
3.The union: protecting the Northern Ireland peace process, avoiding a hard Irish border,
safeguarding the constitutional integrity of the UK and devolving appropriate powers.
4.Democracy: leaving EU institutions and reclaiming UK sovereignty, ensuring laws are
made in UK.
5.The UK’s place in the world:  promoting general  principles such as openness and
liberty.

Economic partnership

The white paper says the aim is for a free trade area for goods, giving frictionless border
access.  […]  This  section  acknowledges  that  the  UK  “cannot  have  all  the  benefits  of
membership of the single market without its obligations”, and says it is thus necessary to



create  a  bespoke  new  arrangement. […]  This  section  also  calls  for  a  new  and
comprehensive deal on financial services, beginning with a position of “identical rules and
entwined supervisory frameworks”.

Facilitated customs arrangement (FCA)

A key  part  of  the  new economic  arrangements  would  be  this,  May’s  new compromise
proposal  for  post-Brexit  customs arrangements,  which  would  seek to  minimise  border
friction while keeping the UK outside the EU’s single market. [...]

Movement of people

Free movement of people from the EU to the UK will end, the white paper says. While
details of future migration policy will be decided in the months to come, the UK will seek to
still attract the “best and brightest” from the EU. The news arrangements will seek to help
businesses get the right staff, allow citizens to travel visa-free for tourism or temporary
business trips, and help students study abroad. [...]

Security partnership

This would mean continued sharing of data and information to protect citizens, and
UK participation in agencies such as Europol. It would also involve coordination on
foreign policy and defence issues. [...]

Adapted from The Guardian
July 12, 2018

By Peter WALKER

Document 3 - Three Stumbling Blocks to a Brexit Deal

LONDON - The UK voted for Brexit in June last year and is due to leave the European
Union (EU) in March 2019, but negotiations have been deadlocked over three so-called
separation issues: the status of expat citizens, the "divorce" bill and the Northern Ireland
border.

The Irish border has emerged the most contentious issue after Brexit negotiations hit a
major snag on Monday (Dec 4) over the future of the 499km border between the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.[…] 

IRISH BORDER

Dublin, backed by the rest of the EU, wants a written guarantee from the UK that Northern
Ireland (part of the UK) will continue to follow EU rules - so goods can continue to move
freely across the border that separates Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. [...]

Under the terms of the Brexit negotiations agreed at the start of the summer, the UK must
solve the border issue before it can move on to discussing its future relationship with the
EU.

Dublin, which has a veto,  has indicated it is prepared to use it if no accommodation can be
found that avoids a return to border controls.



Before Mrs May entered the talks on Monday, her government appeared to have reached a
compromise  […].   But  on  Monday  the  Democratic  Unionist  Party,  a  faction  that  has
emerged,  following  snap  polls  in  June  this  year,  crucial  to  the  ability  of  Mrs  May’s
Conservatives to command a majority in Parliament, rejected that compromise. 

Party members acknowledge the case for continued economic links with Ireland, but are
deeply  suspicious  of  any  proposals  that  would  confer  a  special  status  on  Northern
Ireland that could draw it away from the mainland. 

DIVORCE BILL

Brexiteers and europhiles reacted angrily last week when reports emerged that Britain will
pay up to €55 billion ($88 billion) - more than double its initial offer - to cover the EU's
outstanding obligations in order to exit the bloc.

Brussels has long demanded that Britain must pay for its share of the budget until it leaves
the bloc in March 2019, and then for future commitments made while it was a member.

The exit bill was previously the most contentious issue.

CITIZENS' RIGHTS

A deal is also close on the rights of more than three million Europeans living in Britain,
though there is still disagreement over whether they would be protected by the European
Court of Justice – a red line for Brexit supporters in Britain.

The UK has agreed that those who already have permanent residence will not have to pay
to apply for settled status.

Adapted from Straitstimes.com
December 5, 2017



Document 4 – May and Brexit Reality

 

October 25, 2017
By Paresh NATH
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