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Document 1: 
'You don’t know what you are doing': Hong Kong’s older generation hits
back as protests turn violent

www.channelnewsasia.com
By Albert Wai
August 19, 2019

HONG KONG: The older generation in Hong Kong does not identify with the escalating actions of
the  young  protesters  and  generally  back  the  police’s  handling  of  the  disturbances  that  have
gripped the city, according to those interviewed by CNA.

This came after an initially peaceful movement against an extradition Bill evolved into ugly clashes
with the men in blue, with the protesters launching a series of night sieges on police stations.

“They (protesters) don’t know what they are doing … What they have done is excessive. If they want
to stage a rally, go ahead. But what they have done has gone beyond this,” said Mr Wong Man Kit,
82. The Wong Tai Sin resident added: “We elderly people are not simple-minded. We see things
clearly. We don’t just listen to one side of the story and throw things at the police.” He noted that
the police have been “just” in handling the protests, and had only retaliated after the protesters
threw objects at them.

Another Wong Tai Sin resident, who only wanted to be known as Ms Leung, also opined that the
youngsters were in the wrong. “They were born and bred in Hong Kong. By making things bad
here, what do they have to gain?” “Don’t they have food on the table? Don’t they have proper
jobs? Of all things to do, why must they become protesters?” asked the 98-year old rhetorically.
She added: “If they are unhappy, they should discuss slowly with the government. Let all sides work
things out. They are civilised people. Do civilised people resort to violence?”

Tai Po resident Chong Hong Wing, 60, also hit out at the protesters for paralysing the city’s traffic.
“Why do they want to block the roads and make them impassable to vehicles?” he said. “They
(protesters) want freedom for themselves, but they are actually impeding on the freedom of other
people."

On Sunday (Aug 18), the government said that about 180 police officers had been attacked and
injured  during  the  protests,  with  their  families  subjected  to  "intimidation  and  bullying".  The
protesters also shot hard objects at the Legislative Council building using slingshots and aimed
laser beams at police officers, after a massive peaceful rally in the afternoon.

“POLICE HAVE SHOWN A LOT OF RESTRAINT”

Those interviewed generally backed the police, who have drawn the protesters’ ire with their use of
tear gas and rubber bullets. In retaliation, the protesters have used rocks, Molotov cocktails and
slingshots during street clashes. They also laid siege on several police stations, including those in
Sha Tin, Sham Shui Po and Wong Tai Sin. 

When asked to rate the police’s efforts in handling the protests, a Kowloon resident and retiree
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who only wanted to be known as Mr Tham, said: "I rate the police very highly." The 63-year-old
added: "The protesters are destroying Hong Kong’s livelihood. They held up the airport … In a
democratic country, it is not a problem for them to express their views. But they cannot step over
the  line.  “There  are  limits  to  democracy  … Young people  should  focus  on  their  studies  … By
protesting and not going to classes, they are merely hurting themselves.”

Mr Law, 86, also a Wong Tai Sin resident, noted that compared with the security forces in other
countries, Hong Kong’s police have been professional on the frontline. “They (protesters) said the
police beat them. They should look at how the police in other countries deal with riots … They
won’t just stand by and let them continue,” he said. “The protesters should count their blessings …
The police have shown a lot of restraint.”

However, there were others who felt that the police could have done better. Tai Po resident Mak
Siu Sun, 70, noted that the police should not have aimed rubber bullets at the heads and bodies of
the protesters. “Just shoot them at the legs ... They (police) also fired from high vantage points. This
will hurt people’s heads," he said. “I can understand why they (the protesters) would besiege the
police stations.”

Weeks of rallies and protests in Hong Kong have seen millions of people take to the streets in the
biggest challenge to China's rule of the semi-autonomous city since its 1997 handover from Britain.
The movement  was initially  sparked by opposition to a  planned law that  would have allowed
extraditions to mainland China. The government later announced it would “suspend” the Bill. To
extend an olive branch to the protesters, the government also offered to meet them in a closed-
door setting, but the protest representatives turned down the invitation.

The elderly had in the early stages of the movement thrown their weight behind the protesters,
with an estimated 9,000 marchers taking to the streets on Jul 17. The movement has evolved into a
much broader campaign for democratic freedoms. There are also increasingly violent battles with
the police.  Winning little  compromise from the authorities,  protesters last week took their  civil
disobedience campaign to the airport, a key global transport hub. Activists argued that increased
levels of police violence had forced them to up the ante, even if it meant disrupting travellers.
Almost 750 people have been arrested for the protests, with 115 being charged.

MIXED VIEWS OVER CARRIE LAM’S POLITICAL FUTURE

Those interviewed took aim at Chief Executive Carrie  Lam for  being too soft  in  her  approach.
However, there were mixed views on whether she should resign. 

Kowloon Tong resident Ng Boon Hoe, 86, said that Ms Lam should have withdrawn the Bill, instead
of suspending it. “The whole issue would have finished. But she just said to suspend the Bill and the
protesters used this to make trouble," he said.

Among those who supported calls for Ms Lam’s resignation was Tai Po resident Lai Bo Kin. “Once
she resigns, this episode will be over,” said the 68-year old. “If she resigns, there are implications in
terms of the concessions that can be given by the government. Only then will there be a possible
dialogue with the protesters.”

On the other hand, others felt that Ms Lam should stay on. Mr Tham of Kowloon said: “If she



resigns now, it would mean surrendering to the protesters.  She has the backing of the central
government, why would she surrender?”

Ms Leung of Wong Tai Sin lauded Ms Lam for doing a good job so far. “If there are errors, learn
from them and do a better job next time … She should serve out her term," she said. 



Document 2
Column: Hong Kong’s inspirational democracy protests

www.vnews.com
By Trudy Rubin
June 15, 2019

Those Americans who fear for the future of American democracy should be inspired by the massive
pro-democracy demonstrations in Hong Kong.

More than 1 million citizens — 1 out of 7 residents — flooded the downtown last Sunday to
protest the Hong Kong government’s effort to push through a bill  permitting extraditions from
Hong Kong to mainland China. It was the biggest protest since similar numbers flooded Hong
Kong streets in support of the student revolt that was crushed in Tiananmen Square 30 years ago.

And the current  protests,  with police attacking demonstrators,  will  continue if  the Hong Kong
government insists on pushing this bill through.

No wonder.  This extradition plan would gut the deal  by which Britain returned its  Hong Kong
colony to China in 1997. That pact guaranteed that for 50 years Hong Kong would have a high
degree of autonomy, under a plan known as “one country, two systems.” In effect, Hong Kong
could maintain its own independent legal system, freedom of assembly, and free speech — all in
stark contrast to China.

The  pending  bill  would  effectively  allow  Hong  Kong  dissidents,  journalists  or  anyone  who
displeased Beijing to be sent for trial in China on trumped-up charges (with Hong Kong judges
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under Beijing pressure to approve the transfer). And that, say demonstrators, means the death of
Hong Kong.

“Rule of law ... is the thing you cannot go without for Hong Kong to survive,” said the dean of the
territory’s democracy activists, prominent lawyer Martin Lee, on a visit to the United States last
month.

What is so inspiring about the Hong Kong protests is the outpouring of ordinary people, families,
the elderly, rich and poor, in an effort to protect the rule of law — a concept we Americans take for
granted.  The  demonstrators  persist  even  though  they  face  an  overpowering  Beijing  regime
determined to shrink Hong Kong’s freedoms.

Yet they will not give up. Says Human Rights Watch Hong Kong expert Minky Worden: “The Hong
Kong people have a full understanding of what is at stake.”

Hong Kong’s rule of law has been under threat for many years, a threat that has intensified under
Chinese leader Xi Jinping.

Consider this: In 2016, I met with 20-year-old democracy activist Joshua Wong, who as a young
high  school  student  was  a  key  leader  of  the  2014  Umbrella  Revolution,  where  young  people
occupied the streets for 79 days to protest China’s refusal to allow fully free elections for chief
executive of Hong Kong. Ultimately, the protests failed — and Wong is now serving a belated jail
term imposed for his activities in 2014.

However,  I  also  met  with  24-year-old Nathan Law,  who,  with  other  young activists,  turned to
electoral politics after the Umbrella Revolution failed. These Hong Kong crusaders — including Law
and five other activists under 40 — won seats to Hong Kong’s Legislative Council. Pro-democracy
forces gained sufficient seats in 2016 to block Beijing’s manipulations.

Since then, however, six young opposition lawmakers, including Law, have been disqualified under
Beijing’s pressure — supposedly because they failed to take their oaths of office properly.

Law told me then he knew what he was up against. But, he said: “You continue not because you see
the hope but so that you can see the hope. I am not blindly optimistic. Everything we do gains a
little  bit  for  the future.  I  am not afraid of being defeated as long as we have the courage to
continue the war.”

If that isn’t inspiration for those who sometimes lose heart at democracy’s difficulties in America, I
don’t know what would be.

Certainly it is reason for Congress to speak out against the attack on the rule of law in Hong Kong.
And for Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to say publicly what he said through a spokesperson last
month about the extradition bill and its threat to Hong Kong’s legal system.

Even apart  from the  moral  imperative  to  speak  out,  Pompeo surely  knows there  are  practical
reasons for Washington to be concerned.

If the trade war between China and the United States worsens, the Hong Kong extradition dragnet
could sweep up a U.S. businessman (or academic or journalist) as a hostage. Think of the three
Canadians being detained in China in an apparent effort to pressure Canada not to extradite a
Huawei executive to the United States.

This threat — of possible rendition of international business executives residing in or transiting
through Hong Kong — is why the American Chamber of Commerce warned that a new extradition
agreement would damage the city’s reputation as a “security haven for international business.” It
will surely endanger Hong Kong’s value as a major economic asset for China and a safe base for



Americans doing business with China.

And it will further threaten those brave Hong Kong democracy activists who have refused, against
all odds, to give up their fight.



Document 3
Why are there protests in Hong Kong? All the context you need

www.bbc.com
By Helier Cheung & Roland Hughes
July 25, 2019

After  several  weeks  of  pro-democracy  protests  in  Hong  Kong,  the  unrest  shows  no  sign  of
stopping.

The protests began over plans - later put on ice - that would have allowed extradition from Hong
Kong to mainland China. But they've now spread to reflect wider demands for democratic reform.

This is not all happening in a vacuum. There's a lot of important context - some of it stretching
back decades - that helps explain what is going on.

Hong Kong has a special status...

It's important to remember that Hong Kong is significantly different from other Chinese cities. To
understand this, you need to look at its history.

It was a British colony for more than 150 years - part of it, Hong Kong island, was ceded to the UK
after a war in 1842. Later, China also leased the rest of Hong Kong - the New Territories - to the
British for 99 years.

It became a busy trading port, and its economy took off in the 1950s as it became a manufacturing
hub.

The  territory  was  also  popular  with  migrants  and  dissidents  fleeing  instability,  poverty  or
persecution in mainland China.

Then, in the early 1980s, as the deadline for the 99-year-lease approached, Britain and China began
talks on the future of Hong Kong - with the communist government in China arguing that all of
Hong Kong should be returned to Chinese rule.

The two sides reached a deal in 1984 that would see Hong Kong return to China in 1997, under the
principle of "one country, two systems".

This meant that while becoming part of one country with China, Hong Kong would enjoy "a high
degree of autonomy, except in foreign and defence affairs" for 50 years.

As a result, Hong Kong has its own legal system and borders, and rights including freedom of
assembly and free speech are protected.

For example, it is one of the few places in Chinese territory where people can commemorate the
1989 Tiananmen Square  crackdown,  where  the  military  opened fire  on unarmed protesters  in
Beijing.

http://www.bbc.com/


...but things are changing

Hong Kong still  enjoys freedoms not seen on mainland China - but critics say they are on the
decline.

Rights groups have accused China of meddling in Hong Kong, citing examples such as legal rulings
that  have  disqualified  pro-democracy  legislators.  They've  also  been  concerned  by  the
disappearance of five Hong Kong booksellers, and a tycoon - all eventually re-emerged in custody
in China.

Artists and writers say they are under increased pressure to self-censor - and a Financial Times
journalist  was  barred  from  entering  Hong  Kong  after  he  hosted  an  event  that  featured  an
independence activist.

Another sticking point has been democratic reform.

Hong  Kong's  leader,  the  chief  executive,  is  currently  elected  by  a  1,200-member  election
committee - a mostly pro-Beijing body chosen by just 6% of eligible voters.

Not all  the 70 members of the territory's  lawmaking body,  the Legislative Council,  are directly
chosen  by  Hong  Kong's  voters.  Most  seats  not  directly  elected  are  occupied  by  pro-Beijing
lawmakers.

Some elected members have even been disbarred after Beijing issued a controversial legal ruling
that effectively disqualified them.

Hong Kong's mini-constitution, the Basic Law, says it should ultimately both the leader, and the
Legislative Council, should be elected in a more democratic way - but there's been disagreement
over what this should look like.

The Chinese government said in 2014 it would allow voters to choose their leaders from a list
approved by a pro-Beijing committee, but critics called this a "sham democracy" and it was voted
down in Hong Kong's legislature.

In 28 years' time in 2047, the Basic Law expires - and what happens to Hong Kong's autonomy after
that is unclear.

Most people in Hong Kong don't see themselves as Chinese

While most people in Hong Kong are ethnic Chinese, and although Hong Kong is part of China, a
majority of people there don't identify as Chinese.

Surveys from the University of Hong Kong show that most people identify themselves as "Hong
Kongers" - only 11% would call themselves "Chinese" - and 71% of people say they do not feel
proud about being Chinese citizens.

The difference is particularly pronounced amongst the young.



"The younger the respondents, the less likely they feel proud of becoming a national citizen of
China, and also the more negative they are toward the Central Government's policies on Hong
Kong," the university's public opinion programme says.

Hong Kongers have described legal, social and cultural differences - and the fact Hong
Kong was a separate colony for 150 years - as reasons for why they don't identify with their
compatriots in mainland China.

There has also been a rise in anti-mainland Chinese sentiment in Hong Kong in recent
years, with people complaining about rude tourists disregarding local norms or driving up
the cost of living.

Some  young  activists  have  even  called  for  Hong  Kong's  independence  from  China,
something that alarms the Beijing government.

Protesters feel the extradition bill, if passed, would bring the territory closer under China's
control.

"Hong Kong will just become another Chinese city if this bill is passed," one protester, 18-
year-old Mike, told the BBC.

Hong Kongers know how to protest



In December 2014, as police dismantled what remained of a pro-democracy protest site in
central Hong Kong, demonstrators chanted: "We'll be back."

The fact that protests have now returned is not necessarily surprising. There's a rich history
of dissent in Hong Kong, stretching back further even than the past few years.

In 1966, demonstrations broke out after the Star Ferry Company decided to increase its
fares. The protests escalated into riots, a full curfew was declared and hundreds of troops
took to the streets.

Protests have continued since 1997, but now the biggest ones tend to be of a political
nature - and bring demonstrators into conflict with mainland China's position.

While  Hong Kongers  have a  degree  of  autonomy,  they  have  little  liberty  in  the polls,
meaning protests are one of the few ways they can make their opinions heard.

There were large protests in 2003 (up to 500,000 people took to the streets and led to a
controversial security bill being scrapped) and annual marches for universal suffrage - as
well  as memorials  to the Tiananmen Square crackdown - are fixtures of  the territory's
calendar.

The 2014 demonstrations took place over several weeks and saw Hong Kongers demand
the right to elect their own leader. But the so-called Umbrella movement eventually fizzled
out with no concessions from Beijing.



Document 4
Why Hong Kong is protesting: Their five demands listed

www.cnn.com
August 18, 2019
By Tara John

Hong  Kong  is  facing  a  major  political  crisis  as  it  heads  into  its  11th  weekend  of  mass
demonstrations.  What  started  as  a  movement  against  a  controversial  law  has  expanded  into
something much bigger.

Over the past few months, the demonstrations have evolved from millions marching through the
streets, to groups of protesters in hard hats storming government headquarters and shutting down
the city's international airport for two days. While the majority of protesters have been peaceful,
frustration is building on all sides.
Protesters  are  now demanding greater  democracy  and an inquiry  into  alleged police  brutality
during  past  demonstrations.  Hong  Kong's  billionaires  are  calling  for  order.  And  as  unrest
intensifies, Beijing's tone is becoming increasingly heated.

Here's what you need to know:

What's the history here ?

Hong Kong belongs to China, but it has its own currency, political system and cultural identity.
Many Hong Kong residents don't see themselves as Chinese, but rather as Hong Kongers.

That difference goes back generations; the city was a colony and territory of the United Kingdom
for more than 150 years, until the British handed it back over to China in 1997. Today, Hong Kong's
legal system still mirrors the British model, prizing transparency and due process.

A policy dubbed "one country, two systems," enshrines this uniqueness. Under the policy, Hong
Kong's  maintains  a  de-facto  constitution,  known  as  the  Hong  Kong  Basic  Law.  It  guarantees
freedoms that are unavailable to Chinese mainlanders, such as the right to protest, the right to a
free press and freedom of speech.

One of the tenets in the Basic Law is that Hong Kong has the right to develop its own democracy,
and previous Chinese officials pledged that the central government in Beijing wouldn't interfere
with that. But in recent years, Beijing has repeatedly reinterpreted the Basic Law -- now it says it has
"complete jurisdiction" over Hong Kong.

The Basic Law states that Hong Kong "shall safeguard the rights and freedoms of the residents" for
50 years after the handover. But many residents say mainland China is already starting to encroach
on those rights.

This perceived threat to Hong Kong's rule of law has led to the regular confrontations which has
seen hundreds of protesters arrested so far.

http://www.cnn.com/


What are the protesters' demands ?

Hong Kong's summer of protest has seen all kinds: Massive peaceful marches; widespread strikes
from different professional industries; and smaller group actions that have ended with clashes and
vandalism, including putting up a banner in the seat of government that read "There's no rioters,
there's only tyranny."

On Tuesday, violent outbreaks at Hong Kong airport set a newly combative tone, with protesters
attacking and temporarily detaining two people.

Protests began in March, but they kicked off in earnest in June. They were sparked by widespread
opposition  to  a  now-shelved  extradition  bill,  but  have  since  expanded  to  demands  for  full
democracy and police accountability.

Protesters have also been riled by recent allegations of police brutality. After a female protester
was injured in the eye during clashes with police who were trying to disperse crowds, protesters at
the airport on Monday wore eyepatches in reference to the woman's injury.

As the protest movement is leaderless, not everyone has the same goals in mind. But in general,
five main demands have emerged: withdraw the bill, for leader Carrie Lam to step down, an inquiry
into police brutality,  for those who have been arrested to be released, and greater democratic
freedoms.

On the protest  front  lines,  demonstrators  have confronted police  and been targeted by stick-
wielding men in white, whom some accuse of collaborating with the government. But while many
Hong Kongers have been inconvenienced by transport shutdowns and other travel disruptions,
there is little sense of danger in the rest of the city.

Why are the protesters targeting the airport ?

Many activists have come to view Hong Kong's international airport as something of a safe protest
space  away  from the  streets,  where  clashes  between  demonstrators  and  police  have  become
commonplace.

But that might have changed Tuesday evening, after police made their first significant appearance
at the airport since protests began there five days ago.

The airport,  which is one of  the busiest  in Asia,  has emerged as a key protest target  as anti-
government demonstrators looked to take their message directly to the international community.
At  the  airport  last  weekend,  leaflets  in  Chinese,  English,  French,  Korean,  Japanese  and  other
languages were handed out to arriving international visitors, explaining the causes of the unrest --
as protesters see it -- and the demands of the opposition movement.

Showcasing the slick design that has characterized the protests, other pamphlets and posters also
advertised planned demonstrations as "new tourist spots," and advised tourists what to do if they
were caught in the protests during their visit.

Nearly 1,000 flights were affected by the protests on Monday and Tuesday, according to the CEO



of the Hong Kong Airport Authority. A court has since issued an injunction which restricts people
from accessing the airport.

What does this mean for Hong Kong's economy ?

While mainland China is Hong Kong's most important trading partner, the city is an international
business and financial hub, and the economy is already showing signs of hurting as a result of the
protests.

Companies  have  already  reported  "serious  consequences  from  the  disruption,"  including  lost
revenue, disrupted supply chains and shelved investments, the American Chamber of Commerce in
Hong Kong said last month.

Businesses in Hong Kong, both international and local, have also faced pressure and accusations of
acting in concert or sympathizing with the protesters. Cathay Pacific, Hong Kong's flagship carrier
and a major local employer, has been ordered by Chinese aviation authorities to ban staff who take
part in protests from traveling to China.

Cancelled flights are terrible news for companies operating in the financial  hub.  More than 74
million passengers traveled to and from the airport last year. It handles 1,100 passenger and cargo
flights each day, and serves about 200 destinations around the world.

The airport contributes 5% to Hong Kong's GDP, directly and indirectly, said Frank Chan, Hong
Kong's transport secretary, in May.

Experts worry that travelers will now avoid Hong Kong. "This is a disaster for Hong Kong that will
cost tens of millions of dollars," said Geoffrey Thomas, editor in chief and managing director of
AirlineRatings.com, a website that monitors airlines.

What is the government saying ?

Officials in both Hong Kong and Beijing are increasingly critical of the protests.

In a statement released early Wednesday morning, Hong Kong police denounced the "radical and
violent  acts  by  protestors"  at  the  airport,  and  a  government  spokesperson  described  what
happened at the airport as overstepping "the bottom line of a civilized society."

In China, coverage of the protests has shifted from censorship to focus on clashes and disorder,
with protestors labeled as "violent mobs" and "criminals." On Monday, Yang Guang, a spokesman
for the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office, China's top body in charge of affairs in the city, said
the protests showed "signs of terrorism" and suggested that they were the real threat to rule of
law.

"Hong  Kong's  radical  demonstrators  have  repeatedly  attacked  police  officers  with  extremely
dangerous tools," he said. "They have already constituted serious violent crimes and have begun to
show signs of terrorism. This is a gross violation of the rule of law and social order in Hong Kong,
which is endangering the lives and safety for Hong Kong citizens."



The escalating rhetoric has sparked fears that China could be mulling an intervention of force.

In an interview with CNN, Max Baucus, former US ambassador to China, described the challenge
that protestors posed to China's central government.

"If Beijing thinks they can just jam a solution down the protesters' throats, that's not going to work,
and I think they know that and trying to figure a way out," he said.

"Don't forget. China is very conservative. It's hard for China to deal with matters like this -- they are
used to having their own way. This has been difficult for them. They're not nimble. They don't have
a big diplomatic core like the United States does for example. This is tough for them."

What are other countries saying ?

US President Donald Trump called for calm on Twitter on Tuesday afternoon. He claimed that US
intelligence showed "the Chinese Government is moving troops to the Border with Hong Kong.
Everyone should be calm and safe!" China already regularly maintains a troop presence near the
Hong Kong border.

Meanwhile, British MPs have expressed concern of the deteriorating situation. MP Tom Tugendhat,
chair of the UK government's House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, said Tuesday the UK
should consider extending "full citizenship rights to the HK Chinese".

"This should have been done in 1997 and is a wrong that needs correcting," Tugendhat tweeted.

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab says he is concerned by "what's happening in Hong Kong and
the worrying pictures of clashes between police and protesters at the airport" Tuesday.

"As  I  said  to  Carrie  Lam during  my  call  last  week,  we  condemn the  violence  and  encourage
constructive dialogue to find a peaceful way forward," Raab tweeted.



Document 5
Hong Kong protests: Hundreds of thousands spill out of pro-democracy
rally and march across the city

www.latimes.com
August 18, 2019
By Alice Su, Ryan Ho Kilpatrick

Hong Kong protesters defied police restrictions and pouring rain to march across the city
on Sunday, spilling out of a large public park and filling major streets in the latest chapter
of a summer of pro-democracy demonstrations.
For the first time in 11 weeks of unrest, protesters successfully steered one another away
from confrontation with the police, breaking a cycle of peaceful daytime protests that have
turned into violent clashes after nightfall.

In doing so, they challenged portrayals by Chinese mainland and Hong Kong officials that
they are violent thugs seeking to tear apart the territory.  They also provided mainland
authorities with no pretext to launch a feared military intervention.

The  rally  began  in  the  afternoon  at  Victoria  Park,  the  starting  point  for  two peaceful
marches in June that brought unprecedented numbers to the streets to oppose a bill that
would have allowed for the extradition of criminal suspects to the mainland.

But the park could not accommodate their numbers on Sunday, and throngs of umbrella-
toting demonstrators quickly spread through major roads, walking in different directions.
Organizers said more than 1.7 million people participated; police said 128,000 people were
in Victoria Park at its peak.

Police  had  approved  the  rally  within  the  park  but  denied  permission  for  a  march,
prompting the organizers, the Civil Human Rights Front, to appeal the decision because
demonstrators were likely to march anyway.

Sunday’s  rally  was  billed  as  a  return  to  nonviolent  demonstrations,  one  week  after
thousands of protesters occupied the Hong Kong airport, resulting in the cancellation of
departing  flights.  Protesters  that  day  clashed  with  police,  blocked  passengers  from
boarding planes,  and accosted  two suspected  spies  from mainland  China,  including  a
reporter for the Chinese state outlet Global Times.

Two hours before the rally’s 3 p.m. start time, thousands of protesters were already filling
nearby subway stations and streaming into the park, clad in black clothing and opening
umbrellas in a light rain that would soon grow heavier.

Protesters who have turned out this summer to oppose the extradition bill — which they
see as a threat to Hong Kong’s rule of law and a sign of Beijing’s growing control over the

http://www.latimes.com/


territory — have classified themselves into two groups: “the valiant,” who go to the front
lines and clash directly with police, and “the peaceful, rational, nonviolent,” who support
tactics such as rallies and marches.

In response to the largest popular uprising in Hong Kong, police have fired tear gas and
rubber bullets regularly at protesters, some of whom throw bricks and gasoline bombs in
return.

On Sunday, protesters said it  was time for the valiant to compromise and support the
peaceful, just as the peaceful have often stood behind protesters clashing with police on
the front lines.

One protester dressed in the “valiant” costume — all black, with elbow pads, goggles and a
mask  —  held  up  a  handwritten  sign  in  the  middle  of  the  park:  “Peaceful,  rational,
nonviolent ... thank you for being my backup, never leaving me behind, supporting me
even when you disagreed with my tactics! August 18th. No more division.”

A protester named Ray, 26, said he was “valiant” but still supported this kind of protest.

“We never  thought  these rallies  were useless.  We think it’s  the most  powerful  way to
express ourselves, because we can get millions of people and get our voice out globally,”
said Ray, who, like several protesters, declined to give his full name to shield himself from
official retribution.

Another “valiant” protester named Kelvin, 28, said he thought nonviolence was useless.

“It’s peaceful, but the government will ignore you,” he said. Yet he joined in hopes that
larger numbers might exert some pressure on the government, he said.

Rally speakers said the purpose of this march was to return to the “peaceful, rational, and
nonviolent means” of protest that had marked the movement’s beginning.

“Today’s assembly continues the will of the 2 million people who marched on June 16
against brutality,” said Wong Yik-mo, vice convener of the Civil Human Rights Front.

Although the government has suspended the extradition bill,  protesters’ demands have
expanded to include democratic reforms and greater accountability for the government
and police, whom protesters accuse of excessive force and collusion with organized gangs
called triads.

More than 700 protesters have been arrested, dozens of them charged with rioting, an
offense punishable by up to 10 years in prison.

After the unrest at the airport, smaller rallies Friday and Saturday were peaceful, ending a



week of reflection and online discussion in which many protesters urged a return to less
aggressive tactics.

Beijing  officials  have  said  without  evidence  that  the  CIA is  orchestrating  Hong Kong’s
protests. Officials have also said the protests show signs of terrorism and threaten China’s
national sovereignty, which they have described as a “bottom line.”

In recent days, in an apparent show of force by Beijing, hundreds of armed paramilitary
vehicles have been seen in Shenzhen, just across the border from Hong Kong. The People’s
Liberation Army also maintains a garrison in Hong Kong, though the territory’s law forbids
the military to intervene unless requested by the Hong Kong government.

Within minutes of the rally’s starting time, the park was full, with thousands overflowing
into the streets.  The crowds decided to march,  shuffling forward in pouring rain while
cheering a Cantonese phrase of encouragement: “Hong Kongers, add oil!”

Francis Woo, 35, stood on a platform in a nearby subway, sending texts to a group of 259
people on WeChat, the mainland Chinese messaging app.

Woo,  a  part-time  subway  station  assistant,  said  the  group  was  full  of  mainlanders  in
southern  China,  sending  encouragement  and  asking  for  information  about  what  was
happening.

“There’s only one voice in their news, and it doesn’t make sense,” Woo said, referring to
Chinese state media, which have blocked reports of peaceful rallies in Hong Kong while
amplifying scenes of confrontation between protesters and police.

Woo said he didn’t support violent protest tactics but had marched in June and wanted
mainlanders  to know what  was going on.  This  was the eighth version of  this  WeChat
group, he said, after seven previous ones were shut down.

Near the building that houses the Legislative Council, Hong Kong’s administrative body, a
group of about a dozen middle-aged and elderly volunteers, including one man with a
walking stick, put on gas masks and yellow vests with the message “Protect the Children”
printed on them. The group — parishioners from a church — planned to march alongside
young protesters and defend them in case of attack by police or undercover gangs, said
Edmund Chan, 59.

Veteran pro-democracy legislator Leung Yiu-chung stood near the world war memorial in
Hong Kong’s central district, encouraging protesters to go home after marching.

“You can see that everyone is peacefully voicing their opinion,” Leung said, adding that
there were no confrontations at  that  point  because there were no police around.  “No
police, no violence.”



By late afternoon, there was no visible police presence even as the Hong Kong police force
tweeted that two major thoroughfares had been “occupied” by demonstrators.

As night fell, a large number of anti-riot police officers gathered at the liaison office, home
to Beijing’s representative in Hong Kong. But protesters seemed committed to avoiding
confrontation, warning one another that it might be a trap.
One  post  on  LIHKG,  the  Reddit-like  platform  protesters  use  to  organize,  suggested
heading to the liaision office just as the police appeared. It got more than 5,000 down
votes, with more than 50 pages of comments saying “No thanks.”

Many protesters  returned to  Victoria  Park,  where  speeches  about  Hong Kong identity
continued  into  the  night,  with  some  young  protesters  weeping  as  they  shared  their
experiences.

Janice Iu, 35, handed out stickers she’d designed reading: “I support Hong Kong freedom
and  democracy.  You  can  beat  me  now,”  a  satire  on  mainland  Chinese  praise  for  the
reporter beaten in the airport Tuesday after allegedly saying, “I support Hong Kong police.
You can beat me now.”

Iu said she hoped to bridge divisions between protesters and Hong Kongers who thought
protests were creating instability.

“Most importantly, we’re not going to take revenge on the police. We know that police are
the  middleman  for  the  government  and  the  people,”  she  said.  “We’re  fighting  for
democracy and freedom for everyone in Hong Kong.”

At one point, crowds surrounded a mainlander -- but instead of tying him up, they took
selfies with him, giving thumbs-up signs.

Late at night, some protesters in a crowd of several hundred youths around the Legislative
Council building urged one another to go home rather than clash with police.

They linked arms and walked away from the building, chanting, “We win if we leave.”



Document 6
How Hong Kong’s complex history explains its current crisis with China

www.nationalgeographic.com
August 7, 2019
By Erin Blakemore

From  a  British  colony  to  part  of  Beijing’s  ‘one  country,  two  systems’  policy,  Hong  Kong’s
government has almost always been the exception—not the rule.

IT WAS THE end of an era: In July 1997, as the flag of the United Kingdom was lowered over Hong
Kong, the prosperous colony was returned to China after over 150 years of British rule. The sun had
finally set on one of the wealthiest modern outposts of the British Empire. But was it the beginning
of lasting autonomy for Hong Kong?

The United Kingdom had held Hong Kong as a colony since 1841, when it occupied the area during
the First Opium War. The war broke out after Qing-dynasty China attempted to crack down an
illegal opium trade that led to widespread addiction in China. Defeat came at a high cost: In 1842,
China agreed to cede the island of Hong Kong to the British in perpetuity through the Treaty of
Nanjing.

Over the next half-century, the United Kingdom gained control over all three main regions of Hong
Kong: After Hong Kong Island came the Kowloon Peninsula, and finally the New Territories, a swath
of land that comprises the bulk of Hong Kong today. The final treaty, the 1898 Convention for the
Extension of Hong Kong Territory,  leased the New Territories to Britain for 99 years. Under the
terms of the treaty, China would regain control of its leased lands on July 1, 1997.

British  Hong  Kong’s  trajectory  was  different  from  that  of  mainland  China,  which  became  a
Communist  country  in  1949.  Up  to  100,000  Chinese  found  refuge  in  Hong  Kong  after  the
Communist  Party  took  power.  Capitalist  Hong  Kong  soon  experienced  an  economic  boom,
becoming home to a multicultural, international community.

As  the treaty’s  expiration loomed, separating the New Territories from the rest of  Hong Kong
became increasingly unthinkable. Starting in the late 1970s, the U.K. and China began to discuss
Hong Kong’s future. In 1984, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and China’s premier Zhao
Ziyang signed the Sino-British Joint Declaration, agreeing that China would give Hong Kong some
political and social autonomy through a “one country, two systems” policy for a 50-year-period.

After the handover,  Hong Kong became a Special  Administrative Region of China with its own
“mini constitution,” legal system, and some democratic rights like free speech and the freedom of
assembly under its Basic Law. However, Hong Kong residents cannot elect their own leaders; rather,
a chief executive is elected by a 1,200-member election committee.

Starting in 2014, elections were conducted using a list of candidates vetted by Beijing. That and
other Chinese policies, like a recent attempt to allow extradition to the mainland, have led to mass
protests, strained British-Chinese diplomatic relations, and fueled increasing concerns that China is
stifling public dissent, interfering in local politics, and eroding human rights in Hong Kong.

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/


The handover still has another phase ahead: the expiration of China’s agreement to honor Hong
Kong’s Basic Law. Will China continue to recognize Hong Kong’s autonomy after then? We’ll find
out in 2047.



Document 7
Some young Hong Kong residents want to be part of Britain again

www.metro.co.uk
May 29, 2019
By Charles White

Residents in Hong Kong have started calling for the return of their former colonial rulers. Britain left
the Far East 20 years ago on July 1, but citizens in the administrative region are now calling for their
return.

The flag used under the British has been waved at protests calling for a return to democracy. China
has an obligation to maintain democratic principals in the micro-state but many say they are not
doing a good job. Alice Lai has now set up the HK-UK Reunification Campaign group.

The 39-year-old said: ‘Hong Kong and the UK coexisted in a proven, well-functioning system for
close to two centuries.’ The legacy – banks, rattling trams, street names and horse racing – are self-
evident.

‘China is simply unfit to be governing Hong Kong – it’s a different way of thinking, a different way
of life,’  Lai  adds.  Since the handover,  attended by Prince Charles,  inequality has become more
apparent and Chinese investors have sent house prices spiralling. ‘During the past 20 years things
have gradually changed. Living standards, people’s liberties – it’s a disaster,’ retired bank worker
Sarah Ng explained.

Hong Kong was long seen as the shining example of the British Empire after first coming under UK
influence in 1841. Historian John Carroll said the colonial powers mostly shied away from the ‘kind
of excesses’ seen elsewhere.

But those with memories beyond the last 20 years of British rule might recall something different.
Riots in 1967 went hand-in-hand with widespread corruption and poverty.  The iconic Kowloon
Walled City on the New Territories was run by gangs and saw 33,000 people in a 6.4 acre space.

‘I do think it ironic that some people are calling for a return to the UK, given that it deprived Hong
Kong people of these rights for so long,’ Carroll  added. The past has not dented the affection
clearly felt by some.

Post boxes two years ago were planned to lose their British insignia until Hong Kong residents
erupted in outrage. The regally titled Queen’s Pier was set for demolition when residents locked
themselves to it. China has regularly seen mass protests against their treatment of the island.

The ‘Umbrella Revolution’ saw thousands on the streets of Central and Admiralty – the heart of the
island – to demand democratic safeguards. Colonial flags were spotted throughout the protest,
despite organisers trying to discourage them from being flown.

Yet Albert Lam MBE, who served in the British Army for 24 years, remembers things were not all
perfect. During his time in the military he had to work harder than non-Chinese recruits. He said:

http://www.metro.co.uk/


‘Hong Kong people don’t have any hard feelings against the British. But I wouldn’t particularly say
the British were a lot better than the Chinese.’

The  Chinese  leadership,  he  points  out,  have allowed mass  protests  something never  tolerated
under Brits. Now, 20 years on from the handover, the anniversary will give a chance to reflect on
colonialism on the island.

Yet it is also just 30 years until the agreement between Britain and China is dissolved and the new
power takes full control of the island. Whether the nostalgia for the British is kept up until then is
anyone’s guess.



Document 8
WRONG  KONG  Britain  vows  ‘unwavering’  support  for  Hong  Kong
protests after rioters raise British colonial flag in parliament building

www.thesun.co.uk
July 1, 2019
By Nika Shakhnazarova

BRITAIN has vowed "unwavering" support for protesters demonstrating against Chinese
rule in Hong Kong but urged against violent actions.

Foreign  Secretary  Jeremy  Hunt  promised  to  continue  his  support  after  China  warned
Britain not to interfere in the affairs of its former colony.

The  foreign  ministry  in  Beijing  responded  to  Mr  Hunt  after  he  issued  a  statement
reiterating support for the protests.

A  spokesman was  quoted  as  saying  that  Britain  needed  to  "know its  place  and  stop
interfering" in what was a "purely internal affair" for China.

Hong Kong became a British colony at the end of the First Opium War in 1842.
Britain obtained a 99-year lease for the strategically important territory which expired in
1997.

Since  then,  Hong Kong has  been part  of  China,  but  kept  laws  allowing citizens  more
freedoms than those enjoyed in the mainland.

Protesters  forced  their  way  into  Hong  Kong's  parliament  following  outrage  about  a
controversial new law which would allow enforced extraditions to mainland China.

'UNWAVERING' SUPPORT

The spokesman said the Beijing government  was "extremely  dissatisfied" with the way
Britain had "continuously gesticulated" about Hong Kong.

But as tens of thousands of protesters took to the streets, Mr Hunt said the Government
would continue to speak out in support of their rights.

While he said that violence was not acceptable, the right to peaceful protest within the law
had to be protected.

He tweeted: "Away from campaigning want to stress UK support for Hong Kong and its
freedoms is UNWAVERING on this anniversary day.

http://www.thesun.co.uk/


"No  violence  is  acceptable  but  HK  people  MUST  preserve  right  to  peaceful  protest
exercised within the law, as hundreds of thousands of brave people showed today."

The Foreign Office stressed Britain was monitoring the agreement under which Hong Kong
was handed over to China 22 years ago.

A spokeswoman said: "By monitoring its implementation we are acting responsibly in line
with our commitments, not interfering.

"Hong Kong's rights and freedoms and high degree of autonomy underpin its success and
prosperity.

"We will  continue to stand up for these principles, including speaking out publicly and
raising issues with the Chinese government when we have concerns."

SYMBOL OF DEFIANCE

Earlier  today,  protesters  used  a  metal  trolley  and  poles  to  storm  into  Hong  Kong's
Legislative Council building today and then raised the British colonial flag in a symbol of
defiance.

Earlier hundreds of thousands of demonstrators took to the streets to mark the anniversary
of the 1997 handover to Chinese rule, as anger over an extradition bill continues.

Demonstrators dressed in all-black and wearing hard hats and face masks smashed a large
hole through the bottom of a floor-to-ceiling window.

Hundreds crowded the building's lobby, spray-painting messages on the walls and waving
to the crowd outside from upstairs windows.

Footage taken outside the building shows the trolley being repeatedly smashed into the
front door as police stand guard inside.

After they managed to get the trolley wedged into the damaged panel, police managed to
grab it away from them.

But they eventually managed to batter their way in and footage shows the demonstrators
walking through the shattered windows.

Inside protesters defaced the Bauhinia  crest  of  Hong Kong with spray paint,  and were
videotaped destroying office equipment.

A black and white banner hoisted in the chamber read in Chinese: “Bow to protect rule of
law. Oppose extradition.”



The violence came as the city’s leader Carrie Lam attended the annual ceremony, in which
the Chinese and Hong Kong flags were raised together while two helicopters and a small
flotilla passed by.



Document 9
UK  Should  Give  Citizenship  To  Hong  Kong  Chinese,  MP  Says  Amid
Escalating Tensions

www.huffingtonpost.co.uk
August 13, 2019
By Arj Singh

Commons foreign affairs committee chair Tom Tugendhat says Britain has a role in calming
increasingly violent clashes between protesters and police.

Hong Kong Chinese people should be given British citizenship to reassure them amid
increasingly violent clashes between protesters and police in the city, a senior Tory MP has
said.

Tom Tugendhat, who chairs the Commons foreign affairs committee, said Britain should
have extended the right when it gave up colonial control of Hong Kong to China in 1997.

It  comes as protesters,  some waving union jack flags,  demand that Hong Kong leader
Carrie Lam steps down and scraps legislation that could have seen criminal suspects sent
to mainland China to face torture and unfair or politically charged trials.

Demonstrators  say  they  are  fighting  the  erosion  of  the  “one  country,  two  systems”
arrangement enshrining some autonomy for Hong Kong when China took it back from
Britain.

But China has begun to characterise the protests as something approaching “terrorism”
while amassing paramilitary police, just over the border from the city on the mainland,
prompting fears of escalation.

In a series of tweets, Tugendhat described the police movements in the Chinese city of
Shenzhen as “worrying” and said “one country, two systems” was “under threat”. 

He said the UK has obligations under the agreement which gives Hong Kong special status
until 2047 - 50 years after reunification with China - including “extending full citizenship
rights” to Hong Kong Chinese.

“This should have been done in 1997 and is a wrong that needs correcting,” he said. 

Britain should also join with international partners to make clear that the joint declaration
agreement which handed over Hong Kong was lodged with the UN, giving it more weight
than a simple bilateral agreement between the UK and China, Tugendhat said.

He said China should be urged not to send in mainland forces while protesters to end the

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/


protest and seek political solutions to the current problems.

Alongside other measures this “would show the world is concerned and recognises the
rights both of the Hong Kong people and Beijing under existing treaties”.

He added: “Ending violence and finding a political solution is the only answer. We should
do what we can to help.”

This week, the protests escalated dramatically as thousands of people closed down Hong
Kong airport, one of the busiest in the world, and forced the cancellation of hundreds of
flights.

Police have arrested more than 700 protesters since early June and say they have infiltrated
the ranks of the demonstrators, leading to concerns that officers were inciting violence.

Scores  of  people  have  been  injured,  both  protesters  and  police,  including  a  woman
reported to have had an eye ruptured by a beanbag round fired by police during clashes
on Sunday.

Police said they are investigating the incident, which protesters have taken up as a rallying
cry.

Meanwhile,  China  is  amassing  paramilitary  police  across  the  border  in  Shenzhen  for
exercises in what some saw as a threat to increase force brought against the mostly young
protesters who have turned out in their thousands over the past 10 weeks.

Hong Kong olice have meanwhile demonstrated water cannon, and a Chinese official has
said “sprouts of terrorism” were emerging in Hong Kong, prompting fears that Beijing may
be paving the way to use anti-terror laws to restrain the protesters.



Document 10
Britain has a duty to help Hong Kong out of this dark moment

www.theguardian.com
June 14, 2019
By Chris Patten

China’s power grab via a new extradition bill must be opposed by governments around the world,
especially Britain’s

It took something out of the ordinary to provoke a million people in Hong Kong to take to the
streets  to  demonstrate  against  proposed  new  extradition  rules.  Roughly  one-sixth  of  the
population  demonstrated  peacefully:  families,  young  and  old,  lawyers,  academics,  students,
professionals and manual workers.

What caused such an outpouring against a piece of legislation? Quite simply, the people of Hong
Kong  –  not  British,  but  Hong  Kong  Chinese  –  have  seen  their  government  connive  with  the
Communist regime in Beijing to undermine their way of life and freedoms.

Britain’s departure from Hong Kong in 1997 – a colony we acquired in woeful circumstances – was
done on the basis of a brilliantly imaginative proposal put forward by former Chinese leader Deng
Xiaoping. Hong Kong would return to the control of mainland China, but on the basis of “one
country, two systems”. Hong Kong’s high degree of local autonomy would continue to be based on
the rule of law and on the freedoms associated with a plural open society.

By and large things did not go too badly in the 10 years or so after the UK left Hong Kong. China,
on  the  whole,  kept  its  word  which  had  been  incorporated  in  a  document  called  the  joint
declaration, which was lodged as an international treaty at the United Nations. The idea was that
Hong Kong would remain as it was until 2047.

Some  things  were  unsatisfactory.  The  Communist  party,  for  example,  throttled  back  on  the
promises it had made about Hong Kong’s nascent democracy. But overall there was not too much
to grumble about, and when the local government pushed too hard to do Beijing’s bidding – for
example over introducing more “patriotic” themes into education – public protests forced a change
of mind.

But two things have happened in recent years. First, Xi Jinping was made party and state leader and
given greater powers. He has exercised these to row back on many of Deng’s reforms, to increase
central  control and tackle any signs of dissent within China. Second, the leadership was plainly
rattled by the massive demonstrations that took place in 2014 against further efforts to prevent
democracy flowering in Hong Kong.

Since  then  things  have  gone  from  bad  to  very  bad  to  even  worse.  The  leaders  of  the
demonstrations  in  2014 have  been pursued –  even five  years  after  the  event  –  with  reckless,
vengeful enthusiasm, using ancient and often obscure colonial-era public order legislation. People
with the “wrong” views have been banned from political  activity.  Freedom of speech has been
whittled away in the media and in universities. Beijing has even abducted individuals from Hong
Kong and taken them back to the mainland.

http://www.theguardian.com/


This is the background to the current row over a law that would allow extradition to the mainland
of those Beijing does not like.
Why is this such a fundamental issue? The answer is simple. It demolishes the firewall between the
rule of law in Hong Kong and what passes for the law in China, where there are no independent
courts and where the law is basically whatever the Communist party wishes it to be. The purported
excuse for the change was a case involving an alleged murderer whose crime had been committed
in Taiwan. Beijing said that showed there was a loophole in the law and that it could only be dealt
with by extradition. But 12 former chairs of the Hong Kong Bar Association pointed out that this
particular case could have been dealt  with in other ways,  as happens with other common law
jurisdictions. We had always realised that an extradition agreement with China would drive a stake
into the heart of “one country, two systems”.

Malcolm Rifkind, who was foreign secretary in the run-up to the handover, has helpfully drawn
attention to the now unclassified documents which make the UK government’s  position in the
1990s plain. Among many statements which could be cited was this: “It is government policy to
only  enter  into  extradition  arrangements  with  governments  whose  judicial  system,  penal
conditions, human rights standards are of an acceptable level.” The arrangements were not at an
acceptable level in the 1990s and they certainly are not acceptable today.

What are the possible implications if the Hong Kong government does not take a step back from
what is proposed? First, there will be continuing and understandable unrest in the city. People will
lose faith in the institutions of their  government and become increasingly nervous about their
prospects  and  those  of  their  children.  Second,  Hong  Kong’s  reputation  as  an  international
commercial and trading hub will be damaged. At the moment the rest of the world sees Hong
Kong as different from the rest of China because it has the rule of law.  It  will  be enormously
damaging if Hong Kong is viewed commercially as no different from any other city in China.

So what should happen now? Governments around the world – particularly Britain – should make
our views clear about what is happening. And the government in Hong Kong and its masters in
Beijing should realise how much damage will be done to Hong Kong if it continues to think it can
brazen things out, turning to tear gas and rubber bullets to get its way. The violence we have now
seen  is  not  acceptable.  It  is  inevitable  that  young  people  will  go  too  far  when  peaceful
demonstration seems to be ruled out. Attacking police officers is wrong. But worse still is the totally
excessive use of force by the police which has been condemned by human rights organisations.
There should be a public inquiry into these public order issues.

Carrie Lam and her government should postpone the continuing passage of the legislation and
have  further  talks  with  representatives  of  the  community:  lawyers,  business  people  and
representatives of civil society. If the regime in Beijing knew the difference between propaganda
and public diplomacy, this is what it would encourage itself. Chinese leaders should perhaps ask
themselves why it is that since the return of Hong Kong to Chinese sovereignty, a completely new
independence movement has emerged in Hong Kong, something that I and many other supporters
of democracy have always criticised.

As the former sovereign power, Britain has a debt of honour to Hong Kong. I hope that does not
sound too old-fashioned a concept these days.



For China, what is at stake is whether in future the rest of the world will be able to trust it to keep
its word. If it breaks its commitment to Hong Kong, where else can it be trusted? Sometimes it is
difficult to avoid the rather gloomy thought that we are seeing the emergence of a superpower
that does not believe in individual human rights. So much for the China dream.



Document 11
A gun shot, petrol bombs and water cannons mark violent escalation in
Hong Kong protests

By Jessie Yeung, Sandi Sidhu and Rebecca Wright – CNN – August 26, 2019

A Hong Kong police officer fired a live shot into the air as protesters squared off against police
armed  with  water  cannons  Sunday,  in  one  of  the  most  violent  nights  seen  since  mass  pro-
democracy protests began 12 weekends ago.
Commentary in Chinese state media Sunday signaled that Beijing is losing patience with protesters.
State-run media outlet Xinhua said the central government had the "authority" and "responsibility"
to intervene and prevent riots in Hong Kong -- reiterating comments made by former Chinese
leader Deng Xiaoping, who oversaw Hong Kong's return to China from British rule under a dual
governance setup, which gives the city a separate legal system with more democratic freedoms
until 2047.
Sunday's  pro-democracy  protests  had begun peacefully.  Thousands  braved a  thunderstorm to
march from Kwai  Chung to  Tseun Wan district,  in  the city's  New Territories.  They  showed up
dressed in plastic ponchos and rain coats, and huddled under a sea of umbrellas. 
But the violence returned Sunday evening, when a smaller group of protesters broke away from the
day's main police-approved march -- now a familiar feature of the protests. They used traffic cones
and street railings to build makeshift barricades in the street, and threw bricks, metal poles, and
petrol bombs at police. Twenty-one police officers were injured, police said Monday.
Tear gas was initially deployed but failed to disperse the group.
Later, a water cannon was used against a makeshift barricade, marking the first time water cannon
vans had ever been used in the city.  Protesters were pushed back, but again the crowd didn't
disperse.
As the violence escalated, six officers drew their pistols after being surrounded by armed protesters
and one officer fired a live shot into the air, police said.
The Hong Kong police said in a statement that the officers were "surrounded, under attacks and
facing threats to life" and one officer fired "a warning shot to the sky without any other choices."
In a statement, police said protesters' actions were "outrageous and have overstepped the bottom
line of a civilized society," and added that they "will take relentless enforcement action to bring the
persons involved to justice."
In total, 86 people were arrested over the weekend for unlawful assembly, including a 12-year-old
boy and a 51-year-old.
The 12-year-old's arrest highlights the presence of young children at some violent scenes of the
protest movement, days before the school semester begins. A Hong Kong spokesperson told CNN
that it is possible for the child to be charged under Hong Kong laws.
Police said that arrestees' offenses on Sunday included unlawful assembly, possession of offensive
weapon and assaulting police officers.
According to organizers on the messaging platform Telegram, the march was intended to reiterate
protesters' core demands -- withdrawal of an extradition bill, the dropping of riot charges of those
arrested, an independent inquiry into police and greater democratic reforms -- as well as express
opposition to alleged police brutality.

Week of calm shattered

Violence also broke out Saturday, after thousands in the city's east Kwun Tong district marched for
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the movement's five demands, and against the government's installation of "smart" environmental
monitoring lampposts, which have sparked privacy concerns.
Demonstrators attempted to tear down or dismantle some of the city's 50 newly-installed so-called
"smart lampposts" -- which have cameras and sensors -- in a protest against perceived government
surveillance. The Hong Kong government said the lamp posts, which are intended to track data
such as air quality and traffic flow, are not equipped with facial recognition software and "would
not infringe upon personal privacy."
Police arrested 32 people on Saturday -- 22 men and 10 women between the ages of 15 and 22 --
on suspicion of weapons possession, assault of police and unlawful assembly.
The stand off brought an end to a week of relative calm in Hong Kong, which had seen numerous
clashes between protesters and police since early summer. After tear gas was fired nearly every
weekend in July, last weekend saw an estimated 1.7 million people brave the heavy rain and heat to
march peacefully.  The calm continued through the week,  with  protesters  peacefully  creating a
human chain across the city on Friday -- the 30th anniversary of the Baltic Way human chain.
However, senior police officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said this week that officers
had been targeted and exposed online even while there was temporary peace on the streets. The
police said officers' personal data, contact information, home addresses and more had been shared
online, and accused protesters of threatening officers' families.
They called the doxxing tactic "a kind of psychological war," and said they had arrested 16 people
on suspicion of  disclosing personal  data without consent and causing harm, and unauthorized
access to a computer.

Families of police speak out

A group of Hong Kong Police relatives held their own rally on Sunday, calling for a communication
platform between the police and the public "to mend the broken relationship," and asking the
police to act "with malice or ill-will toward none," according to a Facebook post by organizers.
The group of about 400 attempted to deliver a letter to Chief Executive Carrie Lam, saying that
their relatives in the police force should not be "used as a shield" and that Lam should "settle the
political issue with politics."
The group did not denigrate the protest movement, instead said that the police force were "being
pushed by political issues to confront the public."
"Moreover, the mismanagement within the HKPF (Hong Kong Police Force ) and malpractices of
some frontline police officers all caused the police-civilian relationship to fall into a tragic abyss."
Hong Kong has been protesting now for almost three months. It all began in June, sparked by a
controversial bill that would have allowed extradition to mainland China. Although the bill has since
been suspended, protesters' demands have evolved and expanded to include Lam's resignation,
the full withdrawal of the bill, and universal suffrage.
Lam has condemned violence and pledged greater communication with the public, but many feel
that's not enough: some protesters say they will continue demonstrating until she responds to their
demands.
The nonstop protests have taken a toll on everyone involved -- on Saturday, Lam had posted a
lengthy statement on Facebook appealing for peace and dialogue.
"After more than two months, everyone is tired. Can we sit down and talk about it?" she said,
acknowledging that  there  were deeper societal  problems beyond the immediate  violence that
needed to be addressed. 



Document 12
Hong Kong government's attempt to outflank protesters is doomed to
fail

By James Griffiths
September 5, 2019
www.edition.cnn.com

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam announced Wednesday that she will  finally withdraw the loathed
extradition bill that kick-started three months of violent protests. The move was greeted not with
the  relief  or  happiness  she  might  have  hoped  for,  but  with  frustration  and  anger  that  the
compromise had taken so long. 

Few expect the unrest to stop anytime soon. The government may hope to outflank the protest
movement by painting them as unwilling to accept compromise, but even some of Lam's allies
have publicly said that the withdrawal was too little, too late. 

Lam has walked right up to the line of an effective solution and stopped just short, just as she did
in June when she suspended the bill instead of withdrawing it. 

Had  she  announced  an  independent  investigation  into  allegations  of  police  brutality  --  thus
fulfilling the two most important of the protests' five demands -- she might have taken the wind
out of the movement. Instead, she continues to insist the matter be handled by the Independent
Police  Complaints  Council  (IPCC),  which  despite  its  name  has  been  criticized  as  stacked  with
government loyalists and lacks the confidence of protesters. 

Speaking Wednesday, Michael Tien, a moderate pro-Beijing lawmaker, urged the government to
set up an independent inquiry, which was "absolutely necessary to quell the conflicts and for Hong
Kong to heal." 

"I absolutely believe an independent inquiry is of utmost importance," he said. "The withdrawal of
the bill ... may be too late because this movement has become more than the bill." 

Starry Lee, leader of the largest pro-Beijing party, said of Lam's withdrawal: "We think it's late, but
it's important for someone to take the first step. Whether this will stop the movement, it depends
on the society."

Too little, too late?

For weeks, the government has been insisting -- as protests became more and more violent and
the city's economy stumbled -- that the suspension of the bill in June was as good as withdrawal,
that it was dead and done and protesters should take the concession and go home. 

Now, in week 13, protesters have shown skepticism of her decision now to withdraw the bill "to
fully allay public concerns." While their demands have expanded over the course of this summer of
discontent, withdrawal has always been their number one appeal.
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"If  Carrie  Lam had withdrawn the  bill  two months  ago,  it  would  have  been a  quick  fix,"  one
protester said at a press conference following Lam's announcement. 

"We have one demand down and four to go. We won't settle for less."

Pro-government  lawmakers  and  members  of  Lam's  cabinet  have  long  said  they  supported
withdrawing the bill.  If as some reports have suggested, Lam genuinely changed her view after
meetings with various youth and business groups demonstrated how much public opinion was in
favor of withdrawal, then this only reinforces a perception of her as out of touch.

Online,  some protesters  joked that  Lam was  always  late,  comparing  her  to  a  shoddy internet
browser that takes forever to load a page. Others saw something more sinister in the decision,
saying it  was an attempt to buy time or a few weeks of peace ahead of  October 1,  the 70th
anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China, a celebration Beijing will not want
overshadowed by Hong Kong protests. 

No one seemed willing to accept the withdrawal as a victory.  Protest groups are continuing to
organize student strikes, rallies and a renewed targeting of the city's airport, the focus of several
recent major protests. 

Fernando Cheung, a pro-democracy lawmaker, said that despite the withdrawal, Lam "is not doing
her job, she is not answering the people's demands, and not in a timely manner."

He predicted the protests will continue. "I don't think anybody wants more violence" but given the
situation "people are willing to risk their lives for the future of Hong Kong." 

What happens next?

In Beijing, there is a ready audience for portrayals of protesters as unwilling to compromise.

Speaking earlier this week, Yang Guang, spokesman for the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of
China's State Council, said the situation in the city was "complex and grim" and accused protesters
of seeking to split Hong Kong from China and create a base for anti-Communist Party activities. 

"Participating in peaceful marches and gatherings is totally different to those who unscrupulously
challenge the 'one country, two systems' bottom line ... deface and insult the national flag, violently
attack police and innocent citizens, seriously damage public and private property and endanger
public safety," Yang said. 

Most Chinese state media downplayed Lam's decision Wednesday, while the nationalist tabloid
Global  Times  --  which  has  claimed  without  evidence  the  protests  are  foreign-led  --  said  the
extradition bill "has been used by radicals as an excuse to start violent protests." 

"Though the move is meant to show the (Hong Kong) government's sincerity in addressing the
political crisis, it should not be seen as a concession by Lam that could lead to a slippery slope, and
radical  forces  should  not  have  any  illusion of  winning ground on matters  related  to  the  'one
country, two systems' principle that governs Hong Kong and China's sovereignty," the paper said. 



Throughout the protests, both the Hong Kong and Beijing governments have appeared to prefer
sticks to carrots, putting huge pressure on the city's police to control the unrest, with increasing
use of force as protesters adopted more violent tactics. 

Now that Lam has given a minor concession, one that few expect to be enough, attention will be
on whether she looks to a larger stick. 



Document 13
Hong Kong's ban on masks at protests sparks night of violent protests
By James Griffiths & Helen Regan
October 6, 2019
CNN

Hong Kong woke to a  city  transformed Saturday,  after  protesters  went  on a rampage
across the territory in reaction to the government's use of emergency powers to ban masks
at demonstrations.
The  city's  Mass  Transit  Railway  (MTR)  network  suspended  all  of  its  operations  after
demonstrators vandalized multiple train stations, setting fire to entrances and smashing
ticketing  facilities.  Numerous  mainland  Chinese-owned  banks  and  stores  were  also
targeted by protesters.
All of the city's 161 MTR stations remained closed Saturday, as did many major shopping
malls, bank branches and supermarket chains.  Many of the grocery stores and banking
facilities that were open had long lines reminiscent of the run-up to typhoons, as Hong
Kongers withdrew cash and stocked up on supplies.
Violent protests which began Friday stretched into the early hours of Saturday, beyond the
midnight deadline when the new anti-mask regulations began. They spread out across the
city and soon devolved into violent clashes, with protesters throwing petrol bombs and
police responding with pepper spray and tear gas.
Speaking Saturday, Hong Kong's leader Carrie Lam said the extent of the vandalism the
night before was "unprecedented."
"The extreme acts by rioters wearing masks is appalling," she said, adding that the violence
justified the banning of face coverings. "We can no longer tolerate rioters destroying the
Hong Kong we cherished. We must quickly restore Hong Kong Kong to peace."
A protest  march in Causeway Bay in central  Hong Kong only attracted a few hundred
participants Saturday afternoon. They chanted for the mask law to be repealed, but many
opted  to  stay  home,  some  unable  to  get  there  due  to  transport  disruptions,  others
unwilling to put themselves at risk of being unable to leave were police to sweep in and
make arrests.

Violent night

Friday also night saw a second protester shot with a firearm in an incident in Yuen Long --
the site of an attack on protesters by alleged triad gangsters in July which has become a
key rallying cry for the anti-government movement.
Police said a 14-year-old boy was injured in a shooting incident after a lone plain clothed
officer was attacked by protesters. Hospital authorities said the boy was shot in the left
thigh and is in a "critical condition."
It is the second time deadly force has been used in recent days, with an officer discharging
his revolver during clashes on October 1 after he and several colleagues were attacked by
protesters wielding iron bars and other weapons. An 18-year-old man was hospitalized in
that incident but is now stable.



Police superintendent Yolanda Yu said she believed the shot in Yuen Long "was fired under
the right circumstances."
In an earlier statement, police said after the police officer was isolated by protesters, he
"fell onto the ground and was beaten up by the group. Facing serious threat to his life, he
fired one shot in self-defense. A rioter then threw a petrol bomb at him and his body was
on fire."
A video circulating online showed the officer, wearing a white t-shirt, getting up from the
floor when a petrol bomb hits him and engulfs him in flames. The officer staggers forward
and manages to extinguish the fire on his clothes, but appears severely dazed. He drops
his weapon and it is almost grabbed by a protester before he lunges forward and manages
to wrestle it away from them.
Speaking late Friday, Yang Guang, spokesman for the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office
of  China's  State  Council,  the  country's  top  law-making  body,  said  the  current  unrest
"cannot be endless."
"More effective measures to stop the violence and ease the unrest" must be used, Yang
said, adding the central government supports the anti-mask law.

“Serious public danger”

Use of colonial era emergency powers to institute the anti-mask law marks a significant
escalation in the Hong Kong government's handling of the now four-month long protests.
The emergency powers -- which give the city's chief executive effective carte blanche to
make new laws as necessary in the instance of a severe breakdown of public order -- have
not been tested in court since Hong Kong's return to China in 1997 and could be found
unconstitutional under the city's Basic Law, the de facto constitution, which guarantees
rights such as public assembly and free expression.
The  new  law  bans  people  from  wearing  facial  coverings  that  obscure  their  identity,
including paint, at unauthorized or authorized protests, or public processions. Those found
guilty face up to a year in prison and a HKD $25,000 ($3,100) fine.
On enacting the law on Friday, Chief Executive Carrie Lam said that the city was "now in a
rather extensive and serious public danger."
"It is essential for us to stop violence and restore calm to society as soon as possible," she
added. "We believe the new law will create a deterrent effect against masked protesters
and rioters."
No date has been set for when the mask law will be nullified, though Lam said it will be
debated by the Legislative Council  -- where pro-government parties hold a majority --
when they meet later this month.

“Slippery slope”

While the actual long term effect of the mask law remains to be seen, critics said the true
concern was that emergency powers had been used at all.
Jason Ng, convenor of the Progressive Lawyers Group, said the "most troubling aspect of
the mask ban is the slippery slope argument."



"This time it is a ban on masks, next time it can be a curfew or martial law," he said. "The
Emergency Regulations Ordinance grants extensive powers for the Chief Executive to pass
measures on the vague grounds of 'public emergency' and 'serious public disorder.' These
are not defined terms and can be interrupted broadly. Even more dangerously, there is no
telling when these circumstances will cease to exist."
The Civil Human Rights Front, whose marches have attracted hundreds of thousands of
people,  said  the  anti-mask  law  would  "further  suppress  citizens  and  aggravate  the
contradiction between society and the political power, further pushing Hong Kong into the
abyss."
Speaking to CNN last week, a senior adviser to Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam -- who spoke
on background to be candid about government thinking -- said they were concerned that
any declaration of an emergency by the Hong Kong government could enable Beijing to
intervene. The laws which cover the central government doing so are all structured around
an emergency situation.
"Declaring an emergency would bring on so much opposition from everywhere, bring you
a step closer to Beijing intervention," the adviser told CNN. "If we ourselves declare there is
a state of emergency we're halfway there."
Lam however, insisted Friday that Hong Kong was not under a state of emergency.
The current political crisis began after hundreds of thousands took to the streets to oppose
a controversial  bill  that  would have legalized extradition from Hong Kong to mainland
China. Lam has promised to withdraw the bill once the city's legislature resumes.
But the movement has snowballed into a grassroots, decentralized crusade for universal
suffrage and independent inquiries into alleged police misconduct.
It has also grown increasingly violent, with protesters attacking police with petrol bombs
and makeshift weapons, and the force responding with tear gas and water cannon. Fights
have  also  broken  out  between  protesters  and  counter-demonstrators  and  critical
passersby, many of whom have been savagely beaten by the crowds.
Businesses with connections to the government or China have become a target in recent
weeks with protesters targeting mainland Chinese businesses, public banners, flags and
other symbols of China.



Document 14
Hong  Kong's  violent  protests  show  no  sign  of  stopping.  Some  are
deciding it's time to leave
Chermaine Lee & Will Ripley, October 8, 2019, CNN

In the middle of a beautiful sunset in May, Emily's boyfriend knelt before her on a beach in
Japan and proposed. Overjoyed, she said yes.
They  envisioned starting a  family  together  in  their  home of  Hong Kong.  But  within a
month, their plans -- their whole vision of a future together -- had been thrown into chaos.
Four months into the largest protests in the city's history, Emily is looking for a way out of
the embattled city.
Now, along with her fiancé, Emily -- who declined to give her full name due to political
sensitivities -- is actively looking to emigrate to another country within the next two years,
including the UK and the US.
"I will have children one day," the 25-year-old office worker told CNN. "I don't want them
to live in a police state where they cannot freely express their opinions."

Time to leave

The semi-autonomous Chinese city is  in its  18th consecutive week of  anti-government
protests. The unrest has grown increasingly violent on both sides, with protesters using
petrol  bombs  and  setting  fires,  and  police  firing  tear  gas  and  water  cannons.  During
citywide protests on October 1, police used lethal force for the first time, after protesters
attacked several officers.
Hong Kong has a history of politically driven waves of emigration. The first occurred in
1984, when the Sino-British Joint Declaration was signed after years of secret negotiations,
setting  the  stage  for  the  city's  handover  from British  to  Chinese  control  in  1997.  The
second started in mid-1989, after the massacre of pro-democracy protesters in Beijing led
many to doubt China's commitments to preserving Hong Kong's freedoms. While many
Hong Kongers who emigrated before 1997 returned to the city when Chinese rule was
established and the "one country, two systems" formula -- by which Hong Kong retained
its own economic and legal systems and a degree of autonomy -- seemed to be working, a
substantial number retained foreign passports, giving them the option to leave in future.
Originally  sparked  by  a  now-shelved  extradition  bill  with  China,  the  protests  have
demonstrated just how the trust and hope regained after the Tiananmen Square massacre
has been eroded in recent years, with many -- especially younger Hong Kongers -- looking
forward with great trepidation to 2047, when current constitutional arrangements run out
and Hong Kong could become fully a part of China, governed just like any other city.
Some Hong Kongers have expressed this  distrust  --  and their  frustration with Beijing's
increasing encroachment on the city's freedoms -- by taking to the streets, but others are
looking for a way out.
According to a survey by the University of Hong Kong in June, nearly half of the city's
population was willing to consider emigration if the extradition bill -- which critics feared
could leave any Hong Konger open to prosecution in China -- passed. While the bill was



suspended following mass  protests  (and the  government  has  since  announced its  full
withdrawal), the unrest has continued to shake people's willingness to stay. Research by
YouGov in July found similar numbers wanting to leave. Of those surveyed, two out of
three who were eager to leave were between the ages of 18 and 34. Half of those wanting
to leave held university degrees.
The city's young professionals don't just want to move, they want to move soon. YouGov's
survey found that a quarter of those who want to migrate are likely to do so within the
next  three  years.  Government  data  provided  to  CNN  shows  that  the  number  of
applications for a certificate that is necessary for Hong Kongers applying for visas overseas
surged over 50% from May to August this year.

Looking for a way out

According to Athena Law, head of immigration at L&K Holdings migration agency,  the
number of inquiries has increased 200% since June, with many made by people in their
20s.
"(This) increase is related to what's happening in society," Law told CNN. "Many of our
clients expressed concern over the social unrest."
Another migration agent, John Hu, said inquiries had snowballed 300% since June -- and it
was not only young people who wanted to leave. People in their 30s and young families
were also interested in a fresh start overseas, Hu added.
Last month, the city's leader Carrie Lam began a series of dialogues with Hong Kongers,
promising to  listen to  their  concerns and work  towards  a  solution to  the  monthslong
unrest.
"Hong Kong has faced -- and overcome -- momentous challenges every decade since the
end of World War II," Lam wrote recently. "This should tell us something about the people
of Hong Kong: They are resilient and resourceful. It should also tell us something about the
values that the Hong Kong people share and our common aspiration for a bright future."
Timon, who also declined to give his full name, is just the type of Hong Konger Lam is
seeking to reassure.
The 32-year-old accountant never thought about leaving the city before the unrest started
in June. He attended several large-scale demonstrations, but is increasingly dubious that
any longterm change can happen in Hong Kong.
"Before the protests, I was focused on pursuing my career and my wife was ready to work
as a nurse," he said. "(But now) we want to move to Australia, as we see that the totalitarian
government is unlikely to change."
Now, Timon said he is willing to scrap nearly a decade of accounting experience to get
retrained as an electrical engineer -- a career with more prospect for migration. He said his
main concern was his 18-month-old son's education.
"I want my child to have critical thinking, but the education here is going to worsen in this
political atmosphere, with the white terror created by the police and the government,"
Timon said. "I don't want my child to grow up here."



What a Hong Kong protester uses to stay safe

Island sanctuary

Government data shows that between 1997 and 2018, Australia, Canada and the US were
the  three  most  popular  destinations  for  emigrating  Hong  Kongers.  In  recent  months,
however, Taiwan has surged to become the top choice, according to YouGov.
The self-ruled island has long been popular with Hong Kong tourists, but its open support
for the city's pro-democracy movement and apparent commitment to liberal values has
made  it  an  increasingly  attractive  destination  to  move  to.  In  September,  Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen said that "when necessary and based on humanitarian concerns, we
will provide necessary assistance to Hong Kong residents in Taiwan, and will not just stand
on the sidelines and watch."
According  to  Taiwanese  immigration  data,  the  number  of  approved  applications  for
residence from Hong Kongers rose almost 50% between May and August. An immigration
department  spokeswoman  confirmed  this  was  in  line  with  a  surge  in  applications  in
general, but was not able to provide a detailed breakdown.
Ken Lui  and his  wife  understand the island's  appeal  --  Taiwan is  close  to Hong Kong
geographically, culturally and linguistically, and he said he hopes to open a boutique or
restaurant on the island after moving.
The 36-year-old fashion shop owner said his business was affected by the city's protests,
and he didn't see a way out except by leaving.
"They (the government) keep suppressing our freedom of speech," he said. "I don't think
there will be any big changes in Hong Kong. I hope that Hong Kong will be fine, but does
the government listen to its people?"
Lui said he was concerned about leaving his family behind, a fear Emily shared. But both



said they felt they were making the right decision. Emily even hopes to bring her family
and friends with her to a new country.
"There's a Chinese saying that we have to first take care of ourselves, then we take care of
the family. And at the end, we take care of our society, our country," Emily said. "I can live
with my family (anywhere) in the world. If there's family, there's home."



Document 15
Why Starbucks? The brands being attacked in Hong Kong
BBC News, October 11, 2019

Broken glass, raging fires, and smashed up barricades: the pictures from Hong Kong in the
past few days look like random chaos.
But in the middle of the violence, most activists are being deliberate about the places they
attack.
So why are protesters targeting Starbucks? And the metro? And certain shops, restaurants
and banks?

There are obvious targets...

Hong Kong is complex, but can largely be divided into those who support the protesters
and their anti-Beijing stance, and those supportive of the mainland.
So when peaceful protests turned into violence against property, big mainland firms like
Bank of China and tech company Xiaomi became targets for vandalism and spray-painting.
But other less-obvious places are also in the firing line.

Why Starbucks?

While Starbucks may be a US brand, the Hong Kong franchise it is operated by a local
company, Maxim's Caterers.
Annie Wu, the daughter of the Maxim Group's founder, recently defended Hong Kong's
police and criticised activists as "radical protesters".
She made her comments with billionaire businesswoman Pansy Ho, representing the Hong
Kong  Federation  of  Women,  at  the  United  Nations  Human  Rights  Council  on  11
September.
The two criticised "a small group of radical protesters" using "systematic and calculated
violent acts".
So protesters started directing their anger against Maxim's and the franchises it operates.
The restaurant group is one of Hong Kong's largest, and includes other brands such as
Genki Sushi and Arome bakery, which have also been targeted.
Maxim's Caterers issued a statement saying Ms Wu "does not hold any position at the
company" and was not involved in managerial  decisions - but so far this has failed to
satisfy protesters. 
Japanese fast food chain Yoshinoya has also come into the crosshairs.
After there was confusion about a Facebook post - which some read as coded criticism of
police  -  the  operator  of  the  Hong  Kong  franchise  said  he  supported  the  police  and
government.
Before long, Yoshinoya restaurants had their windows smashed and graffiti all over their
walls. 



Are triads involved?

Another targeted brand is Best Mart 360, a chain of small grocery stores. It's an example of
the divisions running within the Hong Kong population.
The boss of Best Mart 360 is Hugo Lam Chi-fung, permanent honorary president of the
Hong Kong Federation of Fujian Associations which has held several demonstrations in
support of China.
Fujian is a Chinese province, from where many people have emigrated to Hong Kong over
the years. Hong Kong's Fujianese community has been vocal in supporting the city's police
force.
Those  demonstrations  have  led  to  clashes  with  activists  -  who  have  accused  their
opponents of being part of the Fujian triad gangs, a form of organised crime.
Best Mart 360 has released several statements, insisting it is not linked to any Fujian triad. 
The triad allegation has also been levelled against a mahjong house in a part of town
home to the Fujianese community. Mahjong is a Chinese tile game, played socially.
The  Yi  Pei  Square  house  was  accused  of  hiding  pro-Beijing  thugs  who attacked local
residents.
The parlour has released a statement saying they are not Fujianese and in fact support the
protesters' demands.

Mix-ups and apologies

There also have been cases where places have become the target of activists' anger based
on mistaken assumptions of China ties.
The Shanghai Commercial Bank is not mainland-owned but - despite its name - based in
Hong Kong.
The Yifang bubble tea chain was also wrongly associated with the mainland when in fact
it's from Taiwan.
In both those cases, the protesters wrongly targeted outlets only to later issue an apology
and in some cases even help in the cleanup. 
In order to avoid such mix-ups and to coordinate action, the activists have even come up
with a colour-coding system.
The colours black, red and blue are used online to differentiate between thrashing a place,
spay-painting it or simply boycotting it.
In the case of shops thought to support the protests, they're marked yellow with a call to
actively support them.

So why target public transport?

Stations along Hong Kong's MTR metro system have repeatedly been attacked, vandalised
or even set on fire during the unrest.
The MTR is privatised, with the Hong Kong government as the largest shareholders.
In mid-August,  the operator was criticised by Chinese state media for helping "rioters"
move around and protest across the city.



After  that,  the  MTR  began  shutting  certain  stations  before  people  could  gather  for
demonstrations. At one point the entire network was shut down.
Activists also accuse the operator of allegedly helping the police to arrest protesters, and
for not releasing CCTV footage of alleged police brutality. 



Document 16
Digital democracy in Hong Kong protests
Speakeasy News, July 17, 2019

Hong Kong citizens have been protesting for weeks against a law they say would stifle
political opposition by allowing activists to be extradited to mainland China for trial. In the
face  of  surveillance,  activists  in  the  former  British  colony  are  turning  to  web  apps  to
anonymously organise protests, or even vote on their next actions.

In the late nineteenth century, Hong Kong was leased to the UK for 99 years, a convenient
trading post in the Far East. In 1997, the lease came to the end and Hong Kong reverted to
being Chinese. However, a 50-year period of self-rule was put in place, maintaining Hong
Kong as a lucrative, capitalist, high-tech enclave with a much more democratic political
system  than  China.  This  is  dubbed,  “One  country,  two  systems”.  Hong  Kong,  with  a
population of 7.2 million, has a legislature, led by the very business-like-sounding Chief
Executive.  But  representatives  are  not  elected,  they are  appointed by professional  and
corporate groups. Beijing’s influence is omnipresent.

There have been regular protests about the lack of democracy. The last major ones were
2014 student protests,  the Umbrella Revolution.  Those ended with the student leaders
being picked out for prosecution and jail terms.

Leaderless Protests

The 2019 protests  started against  the proposed extradition law in  June.  This  time,  the
protests  appear  leaderless,  as  activists  use  online  messaging  services  to  anonymously
organise. Typically, protest actions have been rapid and apparently spontaneous. When the
police  started to resist  protesters,  they quickly  dispersed and regrouped in  a  different
place.

Many protests  have  been organised through Telegram,  a  messaging service  similar  to
WhatsApp that allows the creation of groups, and where messages self-destruct after a
short time. Protesters used the poll function to vote on their next actions. Although just
because there was a vote didn’t necessarily mean participants followed the outcome.

In this 21 June poll, 61% voted to end the protest for the night, and only 39% voted to
surround  the  police  headquarters.  Yet  it  was  followed  by  a  six-hour  siege  of  the
headquarters.

Telegram groups also allow groups to organise first-aid and the provision of supplies like
face masks to protect protesters from tear gas and pepper spray.

Protesters also used crowdfunding sites to raise over 850,000 USD in a few hours to buy
advertising space in international newspapers urging world leaders to discuss the protests



at a G20 meeting in Osaka, Japan, on 28-29 June.

Many protesters have been protecting their identity by using pre-paid SIM cards and old
phones. Despite these efforts at anonymity,  the administrator of a Telegram group has
been identified and arrested. The Telegram service has been disrupted by cyber attacks
coming from China.

Joshua Wong, one of the leaders of the Umbrella Revolution, knows his anonymity has
long gone. In fact, he was only released from the last part of his jail sentence from the
2014 demonstrations in June this year. He continues to vocally oppose the extradition law,
calling for the resignation of Chief Executive Carrie Lam and greater democracy.

Lam  announced  on  9  July  that  the  extradition  bill  was  “dead”  but  hasn’t  officially
withdrawn it. The announcement hasn’t satisfied opponents, and the protests look set to
continue.



Document 17
Man set alight hours after Hong Kong protester shot by police as clashes
erupt citywide
CNN, Jessie Yeung & Julia Hollingsworth, November 11, 2019

A man has been set on fire in Hong Kong only hours after a protester was shot by police
with a  live  round,  as  the city  experiences one of  the most  dramatic  days in  over  five
months of protests.
Protesters  began disrupting transit  as  early  as 7 a.m.  local  time as  part  of  a  day-long
general strike, and clashed with police in several locations. In Sai Wan Ho, on eastern Hong
Kong Island, a traffic police officer shot a 21-year-old protester in the torso.
The protester was in a critical condition on Monday morning, but by the afternoon, police
said  there  was  no  immediate  threat  to  his  life.  The  shooting  sparked  public  outrage,
escalating what had already looked to be a long day of demonstrations.
In a separate incident, a man who confronted a group of pro-democracy protesters was
doused in a flammable liquid and set alight, according to a graphic video seen by CNN and
widely  shared  on  social  media.  The  video  shows  an  unidentified  and  unarmed  man
shouting expletives at protesters before saying "you're all not Chinese."
The man is in hospital in a critical condition, the city's Hospital Authority told CNN. A Hong
Kong police  source  said  that  they  are  investigating  the  incident  which  took  place  on
Monday at the Ma On Shan subway station in the New Territories.
Skirmishes  continued  through  the  evening  as  protesters  called  for  another  round  of
demonstrations on Tuesday, according to flyers shared online.
Hong Kong's Chief Executive Carrie Lam condemned the violent scenes, which injured 60
people, during a press conference on Monday evening.
She said the escalating unrest was bringing Hong Kong "to the brink of no return" and the
government would not yield to protestors demands.
"If there is any wishful thinking that by escalating violence the (Hong Kong) government
will yield to pressure to satisfy protesters' so-called demands, I'm making this clear that will
not happen," she said.
The day saw protesters hurl petrol bombs, set fires, build barricades and disrupt transit in
several locations, including the crucial cross-harbor tunnel that connects Hong Kong Island
with Kowloon. In total, demonstrators vandalized or blocked roads in over 120 locations
around the city, police said at a press conference on Monday afternoon.
"We appeal to everyone to please stay calm and rational," Tse Chun-Chung, Hong Kong
Chief Superintendent of Police, said. "Continuing this rampage is a lose-lose situation for
Hong Kong -- everyone is a loser."
se  said  a  police  officer  has  been  suspended  from  front  line  service  after  driving  a
motorbike through a crowd of protesters in Kwai Fung, in the New Territories. But he said
that while his officers were under great pressure, they were not out of control.
Office workers in the city's Central financial district have been sent home as riot police fired
tear gas to disperse protesters. Video footage from the ground shows people rushing into
a subway station to escape the gas, and a massive crowd chanting "murder" as they march
past luxury fashion shops.



Several subway lines experienced minor to severe delays, with some stations closed and
routes partially suspended "due to an escalation of the situation in stations," according to
the MTR subway operator. At least five universities have closed and canceled classes on
Monday.

Protester shot

Monday's shooting occurred as police attempted to disperse protesters who had blocked
roads in Sai Wan Ho, Tse said.
According to Tse, an officer was arresting a protester when another protester ran towards
him.  The  officer  pulled  his  gun,  and then shot  it,  as  he  believed the  protester  would
attempt to snatch his gun which could result in "death and casualties," Tse said.
A  video  clip  of  the  shooting  shared  online  shows  the  traffic  officer  grappling  with  a
protester. A second protester, dressed in black and wearing a face mask, approaches the
scuffle, and the officer raises his gun.
The second protester appears to try and wave or slap the gun away, and the officer shoots
him at close range, to screams from the surrounding crowd of protesters and passersby.
Several more protesters then grapple with the officer, and two more live rounds are fired
off-camera.
Police officers have since cordoned off the area where the protester was shot.
In a statement, police responded to "online rumors" of reckless firearm use, calling the
accusations "totally false and malicious."
"Police (have) strict guidelines and orders regarding the use of firearms," the statement
said. "All police officers are required to justify their enforcement actions."

Five months of protests

The anti-government  protests,  which began in  June in opposition to a now-withdrawn
extradition bill, have dragged on for five months. The bill's withdrawal satisfied just one of
the protesters'  five major demands,  which include an independent inquiry into alleged
police brutality and wider democratic reforms.
In response to the demands, the government appointed a panel of overseas experts to
assist Hong Kong's longstanding Independent Police Complaints Council (IPCC), which is
conducting a fact-finding study into alleged police misconduct during the protests.
But  on  Saturday,  one  of  the  experts  tweeted  a  copy  of  the  panel's  progress  report,
criticizing  the  IPCC's  investigative  capabilities,  and  saying  it  needed  to  "substantially
enhance its capacity" to assess evidence from witnesses and assemble a coherent account
of the facts.
The IPCC said it was "disappointed" that it was not consulted before one of the overseas
experts made the progress report public. On Sunday, the Hong Kong government said the
IPCC's study would be "by no means a final report."
The nonstop protests have also sent retail and tourism numbers plunging, and the semi-
autonomous  city  fell  into  recession  in  October.  Travel  is  dropping  as  demonstrations
escalate in violence, and there is increasing public hostility toward the city government and



police force.
This isn't the first time a protester has been shot -- police first used lethal force in October
by firing a live shot and injuring an 18-year-old man.
But things kicked up a notch on the weekend, with raging protests fueled by anger over
the death of a 22-year-old student.
Chow  Tsz-lok,  a  computer  sciences  student  at  Hong  Kong  University  of  Science  and
Technology (HKUST), died on Friday morning, days after falling and suffering a severe head
injury in a parking garage close to the scene of protests.
Chow had been in a coma and on life support until Friday. There is no indication that Chow
was involved in the nearby protest the night of his injury.
Protesters and fellow students mourned his death throughout the weekend, with a vigil on
Friday night and a memorial on Sunday. HKUST students left flowers and messages on
Post-it notes on campus, and vigil attendees laid flowers and lit candles.
Chow's death also prompted an outpouring of anger from anti-government protesters,
who claim that police actions on the night of the accident resulted in paramedics being
temporarily unable to access him.
This anger spilled out during the weekend protests, with protesters on the streets shouting
for "revenge."
Police  expressed  "profound  sadness"  over  Chow's  death,  but  have  strenuously  denied
responsibility  and maintained that  at  no point  did  officers  obstruct  ambulance  or  fire
services from assisting him. A police statement released on November 5 described the
allegations as "certainly false."
According to police, ambulance crews arrived at the scene on November 4 approximately
19 minutes after being called. Hong Kong's ambulances pledge to arrive at the scene of
the incident within 12 minutes of a call.



Document 18
Landslide  victory  for  Hong  Kong  pro-democracy  parties  in  de  facto
protest referendum
CNN, James Griffiths, November 25, 2019

Pro-democracy  candidates  appear  to  have  made  major  gains  in  Hong  Kong's  district
council elections, as early results trickled in Monday morning, with multiple high-profile
pro-government figures losing their seats.

More than 2.9 million people turned out to vote in Sunday's elections, which have been
framed as a de facto referendum on the almost six months of ongoing protests in the
semi-autonomous  Chinese  city.  With  more  than  95% of  constituencies  declared,  pro-
democracy candidates appeared to have won a landslide victory.
Speaking to CNN, Kenneth Chan,  an expert  on politics and governance at  Hong Kong
Baptist University, said the more than 70% turnout -- higher than any other election in the
city's  history  --  "exceeded  many  predictions"  and  demonstrated  both  Hong  Kongers'
commitment to democracy and that they are "counting on this election to point a way out
of this impasse."
Public broadcaster RTHK described the results as a "rout" and a "staggering victory for the
pro-democracy camp," with the majority of the 18 district councils expected to flip to pro-
democratic control in an "unmistakable message" to the city's leader Carrie Lam.
Opposition candidates took nearly 90% of the seats up for grabs, the broadcaster reported.
After weeks of increasingly violent unrest, this weekend was remarkably calm, following
calls for protesters to avoid giving the government any excuse to call off the elections or
close polling stations early.
In a statement Monday, the city's leader Carrie Lam said her government "respects the
election results."
"There are various analyses and interpretations in the community in relation to the results,
and quite a few are of the view that the results reflect people's dissatisfaction with the
current situation and the deep-seated problems in society," she said. "(The government)
will listen to the opinions of members of the public humbly and seriously reflect."

High profile losses

Outspoken pro-government legislators Michael Tien and Junius Ho both conceded defeat
in their districts, according to public broadcaster RTHK and Ho's official Facebook page.
Holden Chow, Horace Cheung, Vincent Cheng, and Edward Lau also appeared to be part of
a string of upsets from the pro-Beijing DAB party, according to RTHK, as votes continued
to be counted.
One of the conveners with the Civil Human Rights Fronts (CHRF), Jimmy Sham, claimed a
victory for the pro-democracy camp in his district of Sha Tin. CHRF has organized some of
the largest marches during Hong Kong's nearly six months of civil unrest.
"Today's  result  represents  (my  constituency's)  support  to  protesters.  The  government
should immediately establish the Five Demands and respond to the public's voices," he



posted on Facebook, referencing a longstanding protest slogan.
And in an apparently narrow win for the pro-Beijing camps, lawmaker Starry Lee secured
her  re-election  against  pro-democracy  challenger  Leung  Kwok  Hung  in  Kowloon  city
district's To Kwa Wan North.
Supporters of Leung Kwok Hung began chanting "Liberate Hong Kong, Revolution of Our
Time" after the local counting station tallied up the votes, with Lee winning by just 300
votes.

De facto referendum

District councils are elected on four-year terms, and largely handle local affairs. They lack
much in terms of real power, serving mainly to advise the government on issues affecting
their neighborhoods and the allocation of funds for local projects.
The  vote  has  taken on an outsized importance  in  recent  years,  however,  as  a  way  of
signaling wider discontent about the slow pace of political reform. Ahead of Sunday's vote,
pro-Beijing parties controlled all 18 district councils, so any victory for the broader pro-
democracy camp will inevitably be cast as a win for protesters.
More than 2.9 million people took part in Sunday's poll, with a turnout rate of 71.2% -- a
record  high,  based  on  the  highest-ever  amount  of  registered-voters,  according  to
Barnabus Fung, the chairman of the Electoral Affairs Commission.
Polling stations closed late on Sunday night. While election officials have reported results
after counting finished in some polling stations, no complete tally has been uploaded by
the official elections commission. It is the first time that all 452 constituencies are being
contested.
While  some candidates  ran  on  fairly  standard  local  council  issues  --  "eliminate  illegal
parking," "build an animal friendly community," "strengthen environmental conservation"
-- a substantial minority, around 13%, included the key protest phrase "five demands, not
one less" in their election material.
Those five demands are: withdraw the extradition bill that kicked off the entire crisis (since
achieved); launch an independent inquiry into allegations of police brutality; retract any
categorization of a protest on June 12 as a "riot";  amnesty for arrested protesters; and
introducing  universal  suffrage  for  how the  Chief  Executive  and  Legislative  Council  are
elected.
A big loss for pro-government parties -- as appears to be on the cards -- could increase
pressure on Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam to come up with a political solution to address
at least some of those demands.



Document 19
Hong Kong protests: US lawmakers pass Human Rights and Democracy
Act
BBC News, October 16, 2019

US lawmakers have supported Hong Kong protesters by passing a bill aimed at upholding
human rights in the city.

The bill - which still needs to pass the upper house, the Senate - would mandate an annual
review, to see whether Hong Kong had sufficient autonomy from the rest  of  China to
justify its special trading status.

The lower chamber also approved stopping tear gas exports to Hong Kong.

On Monday, Hong Kong protesters took to the streets to support the US bill.

What's in the bill?

The bill passed by the House of Representatives - which was introduced in June as Hong
Kong's protests took hold - says Hong Kong enjoys "unique treatment under US law".

"Hong Kong is part of China but has a largely separate legal and economic system," it says.

"The [annual review] shall assess whether China has eroded Hong Kong's civil liberties and
rule of law as protected by Hong Kong's Basic Law."

Among other things, Hong Kong's special trading status means it is not affected by US
sanctions or tariffs placed on the mainland.

The bill also says the US should allow Hong Kong residents to obtain US visas, even if they
have been arrested for being part of non-violent protests.

And  it  says  anyone  "responsible  for  abducting  and  torturing  people  for  exercising
internationally-recognized  human  rights"  should  be  barred  from  the  US  -  and  have
sanctions imposed.

Was it passed easily?

The bill was supported by Republicans and Democrats and was passed by a "voice vote" in
the House of Representatives, meaning a recorded vote was not needed.

"If America does not speak out for human rights in China because of commercial interest,
then we lose all moral authority to speak out for human rights anyplace in the world," said
house speaker Nancy Pelosi.



Ben Ray Lujan, a Democrat, said: "The house just sent a strong message to the people of
Hong Kong: we stand with you in the fight for democracy and justice."

What else did the House of Representatives approve?

he so-called "PROTECT Hong Kong Act"  is  designed to  stop US exports  of  non-lethal
crowd control weapons, such as tear gas and rubber bullets.

The bill says such items have been used "unnecessarily and disproportionately" by Hong
Kong police.

Lawmakers also approved a non-binding resolution recognising Hong Kong's relationship
to the United States, which condemns Beijing's "interference".

How did China react?

After the bill was passed, Beijing called for Washington to "stop meddling".

"We  express  our  strong  indignation  and  firm  opposition  to  the  US  House  of
Representatives'  insistence  on  passing  the  so-called  'Hong  Kong  Human  Rights  and
Democracy Act'," said foreign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang.

China's relationship with the United States would be damaged should the bill become law,
the spokesman added.

What is the situation in Hong Kong?

Hong Kong's  protests  started  in  June  against  a  proposed  law  to  allow  extradition  to
mainland China but it has since transformed into a larger pro-democracy movement.

The protests have also seen increasingly violent clashes, with police being attacked, and
officers firing live bullets.

Protesters have thrown petrol bombs and attacked businesses seen as being pro-Beijing.

The protesters, meanwhile, have accused police of brutality.



Document 20
China issues warning over Hong Kong after election blow
The Guardian, By Emma Graham-Harrison, November 25, 2019

China’s  government  has  responded  to  a  stunning  landslide  victory  for  pro-democracy
candidates in the Hong Kong elections by emphasising that the city will always be ruled
from Beijing, and warning against further protest violence.

The foreign minister, Wang Yi, warned against “attempts to disrupt Hong Kong”, as a few
hundred people took to the streets again in support of protesters holed up in a university
that has been under siege by police for over a week.

“No matter how the situation in Hong Kong changes, it is very clear that Hong Kong is a
part of Chinese territory,” he told reporters on the sidelines of the G20 meeting in Tokyo.
“Any attempts to disrupt Hong Kong or undermine its  stability and prosperity will  not
succeed.”

The election results pose a dilemma for Beijing, and Hong Kong’s chief executive, Carrie
Lam. Hand-picked to rule by party leaders, she is widely accepted to have coordinated her
hardline response to protesters with China’s top leadership.

Before the vote,  Lam often claimed she had the support  of  a “silent  majority”,  as  she
refused to compromise.  With that  position untenable after  pro-government  candidates
were swept from power across the city, holding on to barely one in 10 seats on district
councils, she took a more conciliatory approach.

On Monday, she promised to respect the election results and “listen humbly” to the views
of  the  public.  Refusing  to  compromise  would  almost  certainly  inflame  residents  and
protesters further, nearly six months into a deep political crisis.

But  the resounding democratic  rejection of  China’s  plans for  Hong Kong presents  the
autocratic president, Xi Jinping, with one of the most serious challenges to his rule since he
took power in 2012, and it is far from clear if he will be willing to climb down.

Most  Chinese  media  sidestepped  mentioning  the  results  when  they  reported  on  the
elections, saying only that polls had closed in Hong Kong.

Hours after Wang’s comments, a ministry spokesman Geng Shuang also avoided directly
commenting on the results, but made a fresh attack on the protest movement, which China
has repeatedly claimed is being supported by foreign powers seeking to undermine the
country.

“The most urgent task for Hong Kong at present is to stop violence, control chaos and
restore order,” Geng said, according to reports on state media. “The Chinese government is



unswervingly  determined  to  safeguard  national  sovereignty,  and  to  oppose  any
interference in Hong Kong affairs by external forces.”

But in a reminder of the protesters’ commitment and the volatile situation, by Monday
evening a crowd had gathered outside the Hong Kong Polytechnic University,  where a
handful of protesters were still under siege by police, and newly elected pro-democratic
councillors went to meet them inside.

On Weibo, China’s equivalent to Twitter, it was clear that some news had leaked behind
the great firewall that cuts the country’s internet off from the world wide web. “Now we
can see clearly who is the minority,” wrote one user, in reference to Lam’s frequent claims
that the protesters were just a small but vocal group.



Document 21
Hong Kong university siege continues as city prepares for election
The Guardian, By Emma Graham-Harrison, November 22, 2019

Hong Kong’s university siege stretched into a sixth day on Friday, as medics warned of a
humanitarian  crisis  and  the  city  prepared  for  weekend  elections  that  will  be  a  key
barometer of public support for protesters.

The new police chief, who was sworn in on Tuesday after the Polytechnic University had
already been sealed off, is apparently trying to avoid more violent confrontation.

Hong Kong chooses its local councils on Sunday in polls that are normally a sleepy affair
with low turnout but are this year expected to serve as a proxy referendum on the protests,
which  began  almost  six  months  ago and  have  turned increasingly  violent  in  the  past
couple of weeks.

The commissioner of police, Chris Tang Ping-keung, said there was no deadline to clear the
campus, even as he urged protesters inside – estimated to still number about 100 – to
come out and surrender.

Some say they are frightened they will be attacked by police while being arrested or after
they are detained, pointing to news footage showing officers stamping on the head of a
protester from the university, even though he had already been subdued.

With trust in the police at record lows, senior medics warned that the force had crossed
another red line this week by arresting dozens of medics and first aiders during the early
days of the showdown at the university.

Darren Mann, a surgeon who was in the university with a volunteer first aid team until just
before police cut it off on Sunday, said in a letter published in the Lancet medical journal
that authorities’ treatment of medics, including the mass detention, violated international
norms.

He highlighted a “disturbing” photograph that showed medics lined up in rows on the
floor, handcuffed with plastic zip ties, after their arrest for rioting. At a press conference he
described the situation in Hong Kong as “a humanitarian crisis for this society”.

On Saturday, the siege will have lasted a week. Despite ebbing numbers, reports of difficult
conditions, and the surrender of eight more people overnight, there were still some inside
who said they would not give up.

“We have enough [food] for a year,” one protester told a journalist inside the campus. But
in a sign that protester ranks may be thinning, she said the university canteen was empty,
apart from a volunteer chef, for the first time in a week.



Inside  the  tight  police  cordon  it  is  hard  to  count  numbers,  because  protesters  are
splintered into small groups. Some roam freely, looking for undercover officers in the area,
but others are in hiding, convinced they risk being seized by infiltrators.

After  dramatic  escapes  from campus this  week,  including groups  who waded through
drains, and others who abseiled off an overpass, some protesters are still looking for ways
to get off the campus without surrendering.

Arrest on rioting charges is automatic for those aged over 18, and can carry a jail sentence
of up to 10 years. Those who are under 18 have their details taken and are warned they
could face charges in future.

“We are feeling a little tired. All of us feel tired but we will not give up trying to get out,” a
23-year-old demonstrator who gave his name only as Shiba told Reuters on Friday. “We
spent  yesterday  trying  to  find  ways  to  get  outside  but  failed,  so  we  came  for  some
breakfast,” he said.

But an older protester said they had given up on finding a way out, and were focused
instead on fashioning new makeshift weapons to defend themselves if police stormed the
campus.



Document 22
Hong Kong has declared war against its young people
The Guardian, November 19, 2019

Over the weekend, defiant young activists in Hong Kong demonstrated their capacity to
look after themselves in the campus of Polytechnic University. I was there, and witnessed
how the students worked together to build brick barricades, took over the canteen to feed
hundreds  and  set  up  first-aid  stations.  This  all  amid  a  heavy  police  presence,  and
occasional volleys of tear gas and rubber bullets.

Then, on Sunday night, the police laid siege to the campus, saying everyone inside would
be arrested for rioting – a  serious offence punishable  by 10 years in  prison.  The pro-
democracy movement in Hong Kong has been in force since the summer, but the renewed
anger is in response to the tragic death on 8 November of Chow Tsz-lok, a 22-year-old
computer science student who fell from a car park during chaotic confrontations with the
police.

Many protesters hold the police responsible. They called for a city-wide general strike on
11  November.  Students  at  the  Chinese  University  of  Hong  Kong  and  the  Polytechnic
blocked major roads for days before moving to the universities, which until recently were
considered safe ground for protesters. But the police have been ruthless, employing lethal
tactics including the use of live ammunition.

At the same time, the government seems to be in no hurry to restore “order” to the city’s
infrastructure or to unblock the occupied roads. It’s hardly a coincidence, I think, that this
relative inaction is happening before the district council elections this Sunday, which many
were planning to use as a referendum on the government itself. Pro-democracy candidates
are  looking  to  make  gains  over  the  pro-establishment  camp.  The  Hong  Kong  chief
executive, Carrie Lam, has hinted that the government could delay the elections because of
the protests. This is deeply worrying given the already dire state of political freedoms in
Hong Kong.

Another worrying development is that, over the weekend, soldiers of the Chinese People’s
Liberation  Army  “volunteered”  to  leave  their  base  in  Kowloon  to  help  clean  up  the
roadblocks near a university. This could be a violation of the Basic Law – which doesn’t
allow PLA interference with Hong Kong affairs unless requested – and is a blatant signal
from Beijing that military intervention is a possibility.

Polling suggests that the movement still enjoys significant support among Hong Kongers.
However,  the  government  continues  to  refuse  permission  for  mass  peaceful  protests.
Rather than answering the movement’s call  for an independent commission into police
violence and a restart of the political reform process, the government is adding fuel to the
fire. It has in effect declared war against the young.



At the time of writing, the police are storming the Polytechnic campus and making arrests.
The situation is grave. But the students appear to be unwilling to give up their hopes for
this beautiful but imperilled city.



Document 23
Hong Kong is  a  police state  and there’s  no turning back,  Denise Ho,
activist and singer, says
South China Morning Post, September 2, 2019

“We are officially in a police state,” the Hong Kong Canto-pop star and activist Denise Ho
told a sold-out audience in Sydney on Sunday night.
Speaking at the Sydney Opera House’s Antidote festival, Ho told an audience of mostly
self-identifying Hongkongers  that  the  political  upheaval  in  their  home had reached “a
point of no turning back”.
“We are in a state of humanitarian crisis where police have full authority to do whatever
they want with the people, and the government is hiding behind the police force,” she said.
As protests in Hong Kong headed towards their 14th week, Ho reflected on the resilience
and tenacity of the protesters, who have turned out in hundreds of thousands since the
first demonstrations in June.
“Where  does  this  courage  come  from?  Hong  Kong  has  never  been  known  to  be  a
politically conscious society,” she said. “Nothing like this has ever been seen before and
now people have been pushed to this edge – these young people are fighting for their
lives and for their future.”
She rejected allegations by Beijing that the movement was being provoked by the US or
other international players. “This is a leaderless, decentralised movement,” she said. “They
are still claiming there are foreign forces coming into the movement … it’s just not the
truth.”
Before she was an activist, Ho was a singer. She launched her music career in the 1990s
when she won a singing competition run by a Hong Kong TV station, but it wasn’t until the
early 2000s that she broke through into the mainstream. She began to identify publicly as
a lesbian in 2012 – the first person in Canto-pop to come out – and became an advocate
for LGBT rights.
In 2014 she was arrested for taking part in the “umbrella movement” for universal suffrage
in Hong Kong. As a result she was blacklisted in mainland China, where she had a growing
audience, and was dropped from major sponsorship deals and by her record label. She
responded by starting her own label, and by intensifying her political activism.
Despite being billed as a talk about pop and politics,  Ho’s session at the annual ideas
festival focused firmly on the latter. In conversation with the journalist Zing Tsjeng, Ho
touched on her singing career only insofar as it related to her activism.
Art and creative practice, she said, was a space in which “the fight can go on”. “They can
lock you up, they can ban you from going into the country, and they can censor your name
on Chinese social media, but they cannot really control your mind.”
She said she believed most celebrities had been “silencing themselves” on the political
situation in Hong Kong “for fear of being blacklisted, as I have been, on the China market”.
The audience gave no indication that they minded the singular focus of the event. Crowd
members chanted pro-freedom slogans. Questions from the floor were focused mainly on
protest strategy. They wanted to know what they could do from Australia to help their
families at home. They called out in encouragement and support when the event took an



emotional turn.
Ho was  brought  to  tears  as  the  audience  was  shown a  short  video  summarising  the
months of protests, which were triggered in June by the introduction of a bill that would
have allowed people to be extradited to mainland China. The bill was seen as an attempt
by Beijing to undermine democracy in the relatively liberal territory, governed by China
under the “one country, two systems” framework.
“The  police  have  really  been  completely  out  of  hand,  and  so  Hong  Kong  people  are
furious,” Ho said.
Ho said she expected the crisis to escalate in the lead-up to celebrations on October 1 to
mark the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949.
“What will happen during this month, nobody will really answer this question,” she said.
“What we can really do in this moment is become more united in this fight and become
really  strategic  in  the  face  of  this  huge  machine  that  is  the  [Chinese]  communist
government.”
She said six young people had killed themselves “because of despair” during the protest
period.
“I really want the world to know that although we are seeing a lot of violence from all sides
at this moment, this really started out as a largely peaceful protest in June,” she said.
“We tried all sorts of ways to get our voices heard, to get to the government. But they only
responded with tear gas, more tear gas, rubber bullets, sponge bullets, police brutality.”



Document 24
Hong Kong is turning into a police state as the separation of the force
from politics becomes latest casualty of protests
South China Morning Post, By Peter Kammerer, October 8, 2019

Police have been given free rein to enforce laws as they wish, had their calls for stronger
powers  granted and Carrie  Lam has  rejected all  calls  for  an  independent  inquiry  into
alleged abuses

Politically impartial police are a cornerstone of the rule of law that Hong Kong depends
upon, and that is being eroded

Congratulations, Hong Kong government. Your inept handling of 18 weeks of protests is
creating a police state. Enactment of emergency laws, using the force to silence opposition,
is the latest progression.
But  politicisation  and  the  granting  of  stronger  powers  to  officers  inevitably  leads  to
society’s kickback and that has dangerously taken shape through vigilante self-defence
gangs and a militia movement. The more the city slides towards totalitarianism, the greater
the violence, vandalism, looting and bloodshed. 
I’ve no idea if a police state is Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor’s intention.
There are doubts as to whether she or Beijing is in charge. In most other parts of the world,
mainland China included, a city so badly mismanaged as Hong Kong would have led to the
resignation or removal of its leader. But Lam is still at the helm, duetting with Beijing in
praising officers for their response to the actions of protesters.
Lam has  had a  long and honourable  career  as  a  civil  servant  and senior  government
official. It is a mystery how someone so devoted to serving Hong Kong could now seem
content to largely sit  on her hands, ignoring obligations,  and watching ever-increasing
numbers of people being shot and injured, shops vandalised and looted, and flames of
discontent and destruction flaring higher.
But there is an obvious clue as to the endgame through the way police are being treated.
They have been given free rein to enforce laws as they wish, had their calls for stronger
powers granted and Carrie Lam’s administration has repeatedly rejected the demands of
protesters, lawyers and journalists for a genuinely independent inquiry into alleged abuses.
Friday’s invoking of almost century-old British colonial laws to make the wearing of masks
illegal hasn’t stemmed the unrest, as a long weekend of protests and violence showed.
Never mind that police are already among the best armed in the world, each officer on
duty carrying a loaded pistol and having on hand an array of deterrents.
They  have  been accused of  scores  of  abuses  of  power,  and doctors  and nurses  have
complained of the extent of injuries inflicted on protesters.
Police have denied all claims. They, and the government, contend that allegations will be
fairly dealt with by the Independent Police Complaints Council, which has been dismissed
by critics because its members are mostly pro-government and conservative.
There is further good reason for scepticism: an inquiry has to be held as a matter of course
into the October 1 shooting at close range by an officer of a teenage protester in the



chest. But even before the investigation began, police defended the actions as “lawful and
reasonable”.
Police are also increasingly immersing themselves in politics by telling the government
what it should be doing. After the chaos of October 1, police associations urged authorities
to impose a curfew or adopt measures under the emergency law – advice that within days
was followed up.
Police unions in July criticised Chief Secretary Matthew Cheung Kin-chung for apologising
for complaints about a slow response to attacks by gangs in Yuen Long, contending that
he did not represent the force.
There are plenty of examples of what happens when police or a military are politicised.
Authoritarian  regimes  get  their  strength  from  political  interference  in  law  and  order,
mainland China and past regimes in the Philippines, Argentina and Brazil being highlights.
Police meddling in politics has led to bloodshed in Colombia and Turkey, among many
others.
Totalitarian states  that  have similarly  evolved through leaders  and police  colluding are
those of Italy under Benito Mussolini, Nazi Germany under Adolf Hitler, the Soviet Union
under Josef Stalin and, of course, China under Mao Zedong.
Hong Kong police have well-defined and stated objectives: preserving life and property,
preventing and detecting crime and keeping the peace. Their actions have to be impartial;
to do otherwise would be to create injustice, mistrust and a loss of faith in the rule of law.
It’s obvious from what is happening that all is not well.



Document 25
Hong Kong’s Future: Police State or Mob State?
Foreignpolicy.com, By Melinda Liu, October 25, 2019

The destiny of Hong Kong hangs in the balance as neither police nor protesters are willing
to back down.

This  week,  protesters  tossing  petrol  bombs  set  fire  to  retail  outlets  in  Hong  Kong’s
Kowloon area while onlookers heckled police with epithets accusing them of being allied
with  criminal  gangs.  Black  smoke  billowed  above  shops  seen  to  have  mainland
connections,  such  as  those  of  the  Chinese  handphone  manufacturer  Xiaomi  and  the
popular snack store chain Best Mart 360, which is alleged to have links to gangs from
China’s  Fujian  province.  The vandalism has disturbed many residents.  It  has  prompted
more and more voices to counsel a return to peaceful means of dissent.

But therein lies the problem. For both Hong Kong’s authorities and its protesters, there
may  be  no  going  back.  Violence  has  risen  ominously.  An  18-year-old  is  accused  of
stabbing  a  police  officer  with  a  box  cutter.  A  roadside  improvised  explosive  device
detonated as police drove past; no one was injured. Several possibly South Asian men beat
the pro-democracy politician Jimmy Sham over the head with hammers; in two months, at
least nine pro-democracy activists have been similarly assaulted. (It was the second such
attack on Sham.) Many blame age-old gangs called “triads.” After bloody July 21 clashes in
Yuen Long,  video  footage of  police  chatting  with  men believed  to  be  triad  members
triggered outrage.

“It’s  conventional  wisdom  that  triads  are  involved  now,”  said  Ho-fung  Hung,  a  Johns
Hopkins University professor and author of a book on Chinese protests. “Analysis of big
data shows that, after July 21, many previously moderate people began supporting more
extreme action.” 

For the demonstrators,  returning to peaceful  dissent “won’t  work unless the police are
reined in,” said Victoria Tin-bor Hui, a Hong Kong native who is an associate professor of
political science at the University of Notre Dame. But the police are out in force. “It’s a
chicken-and-egg situation,” said Hui, who added that the violence has backfired. She said
nonviolent  tactics  such  as  consumer  boycotts—similar  to  those  used  in  apartheid-era
South Africa—are more sustainable because “more and more violence will just give Beijing
an excuse to crack down.” 

Indeed, with protesters still lobbing Molotov cocktails and vandalizing symbols of Beijing’s
authority, Hong Kong may face two stark alternative futures: Will it become a police state
or a mob state? Already Chief Executive Carrie Lam has invoked century-old emergency
powers to ban protesters from wearing face masks, a move that residents assume is just
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge.  Some  fear  a  martial  law-type  clampdown  is  looming.  “A
colleague suddenly began sending me lots of articles on Facebook, asking me to forward



protest news to everyone I knew—before authorities pull the plug on the internet,” one
British resident said. U.S. Sen. Josh Hawley, visiting Hong Kong in October, declared it to be
“in  danger  of  sliding  into  a  police  state,”  and  protesters  have  begun  calling  for  law
enforcement to be disbanded altogether. The largely discredited Lam confessed to being
perplexed by the notion.

It may not remain Lam’s headache for long. Her Beijing overlords are reported to be losing
patience with Lam’s inability to get a grip. Left to fester too long, her weak leadership, the
distrusted and demoralized police, the triads’ shadowy menace, increasingly destructive
protesters, and growing disquiet in Beijing could conceivably become a perfect storm of
ungovernability, at least in China’s eyes. Last week, Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong said his own city-state would “be finished” if beset by similar unrest. The protesters’
demands are not meant to help solve Hong Kong’s problems but instead are “intended to
humiliate and bring down the government,” he said at a conference in Singapore. “And
then what?” 

Back in June, few Hong Kong residents could have predicted that the fresh-faced youth
who took to the streets  would eventually  take to lobbing petrol  bombs and stabbing
police. Nor that some Hong Kong police, once collectively praised as “Asia’s finest,” would
stand accused of abuses and demonized as thugs. The question is no longer whether Lam
can dig her way out of this crisis but whether any future chief executive will have enough
authority and credibility to heal the chasm of mistrust between protesters and police. 

This  week  may  have  been  a  pivotal  moment  for  Lam—and for  her  bosses  in  Beijing.
Months ago, Lam might have made a difference if she’d said “sorry” earlier and scrapped
the controversial extradition legislation that had triggered public anxieties in the first place.
(The  scheme  would  have  allowed  the  transfer  of  criminal  suspects  in  Hong  Kong  to
jurisdictions that do not have extradition agreements with Hong Kong, including mainland
China, where courts are highly politicized and fair trials are not guaranteed.) Instead, she
dithered. First, Lam suspended the proposal, which didn’t satisfy the protest movement
because the legislation could have been revived at any time. Then she declared it “dead.”
That did little to calm tensions, either. (Meanwhile Lam’s Oct. 4 ban on protesters wearing
face masks has been widely ridiculed; in response, hundreds of demonstrators took to the
streets wearing masks depicting Chinese President Xi Jinping, the Joker, and Winnie the
Pooh. They chanted, “Citizens cover their faces. Carrie Lam covers her heart.”) 

When the extradition scheme was finally  killed off  officially  this  week,  the news barely
caused a ripple. It was eclipsed partly by headlines about Sunday’s chaos—and partly by
speculation that Lam’s tenure itself may now be running on borrowed time. The Financial
Times reported that mainland Chinese authorities have begun drawing up scenarios for
replacing Lam with an interim chief executive. If China’s top leadership signs off on the
move, Lam could be out by March. When asked about the Times story, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry  spokesperson  declared  it  “a  political  rumor  with  ulterior  motives.”  Yet  the
embattled  chief  executive—whom  some  have  nicknamed  “Carrie  Lam-toinette”—has



become  so  unpopular  that  Beijing  strategists  might  ultimately  conclude  they’ve  got
nothing left to lose by reshuffling the deck.

The list  of options for defusing the crisis keeps shrinking.  “I’m pretty pessimistic,”  said
Joseph Cho Wai Chan, a politics professor at the University of Hong Kong who in 2014
tried  to  help  mediate  between  government  officials  and  some members  of  an  earlier
protest movement called Occupy Central. “Today no one seems willing to compromise.” He
believes  Lam  might  have  had  some  impact  if  she’d  swiftly  agreed  to  set  up  a  truly
independent  inquiry  into  reported  police  abuses.  But  the  government  may  have
considered such a prospect “suicidal,” Chan said, because at the time “its top priority was
maintaining order, which only the police could do.”

And after 20 weeks of unrest, a vicious cycle of mistrust has escalated perceptions that
some members of the Hong Kong police are part of the problem, not the solution. On
Sunday, police preparing a water cannon truck for another night of unrest sprayed liquid
blue dye—which is an irritant and intended to deter protesters—on the front entrance of
the  Kowloon mosque and on some bystanders  as  well.  The next  day,  Lam visited the
mosque with police representatives to apologize for the incident, which they insisted was
unintentional. A mosque spokesperson agreed: “Based on the past record, we’ve always
had good relations with the police. … There would be no reason for them to storm the
mosque.” Not everyone was so calm about it.  Mohan Chugani, the former head of the
Indian Association Hong Kong, said he was trying to protect the mosque when he got
spattered. Chugani told reporters: “I used to believe in the police. Now I don’t anymore.” 


