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The  coronavirus  pandemic  could  shut  down schools  for  months,  leaving  some
students hungry and far behind their peers
CNN, March 16, 2020, by Nicole Chavez

Video : 
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/03/16/us/impact-coronavirus-long-term-school-
closures/index.html 

Classrooms  will  be  empty  from  coast  to  coast  in  the  coming  weeks  as  the  novel
coronavirus spreads and officials say indefinite closures are a real possibility.

If  schools  were  to  shut  down long term,  one of  the  greatest  challenges for  teachers,
officials and school administrators would come down to ensuring all students have equal
education opportunities and that their food and housing security is not put in jeopardy.

More  than  1.5  million  public  school  students  in  the  United  States  experienced
homelessness during  the  2017-2018 school  year,  according  to  a  recent  report  by the
National  Center  for  Homeless  Education.  Many  more  students  are  considered
underserved.

School officials have announced short-term closures -- from a couple of days to five weeks
-- in hopes of mitigating the spread of the disease.

But  the  US Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  has  said  those  shorter-term
closures will likely make little difference and said that closing schools for eight weeks or
more might be more effective.

Ultimately, the decision is in the hands of school administrations and local health officials,
according to the CDC's coronavirus guidelines for schools.

Students could be scrambling to eat

When Washington's largest school district announced that students will have to stay home,
Lashana Williams started raising money to cook oatmeal and eggs for them.

"It's not fancy, but it's the best that we can do," said Williams, a massage therapist in
Seattle,  who  is  giving  students  breakfast  at  a  coffee  shop  in  the  city's  South  Park
neighborhood. "We are not in a neighborhood with enormous means but we do have the
means to take care of each other."

he US Department of Agriculture, which oversees the country's school nutrition programs,
says more than 20 million students rely on free school meals each day. Many children and
teens eat breakfast and lunch at school because their families can't afford food for their
entire families.

In an effort to continue feeding students, the federal government is allowing schools that
usually serve meals during the summer months to feed students during the emergency
closures. But experts say that may not be enough.

The problem is that a considerably lesser number of meals are offered when students are
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on summer break. Only about 2.6 million children get meals through the USDA's Summer
Food Service Program, one of two programs created to feed students during the summer
months. Figures for the National School Lunch Program's Seamless Summer Option were
not immediately available.

Diane Pratt-Heavner, a spokeswoman for the School Nutrition Association, said the group
is pushing federal officials to relax more rules amid the pandemic and make sure children
are fed.

Many schools and groups are not "quite eligible" to be part of those summer programs but
they still  serve children in need. The churches, parks and unused schools approved to
distribute meals in the summer must be in areas where at least half of the children come
from low-income families.

The reality is that "needy students live in all communities," Pratt-Heavner said.

So far, the USDA has approved some changes through June 30 in several states, such as
Washington and California, allowing students to pick up their food and go home instead of
eating in "congregate feeding" sites.

Even if the schools provide the meals, it's unclear whether all students who need them can
travel to pick them up. Some schools plan to deliver a limited amount of meals door-to-
door but Williams said community members "can't wait for the big machine to do the work."

Online classes are on the rise but not every home has a computer

Randy Huybers spent the week measuring and mixing chemicals in front of a camera in an
empty classroom at Woodinville High School.

The chemistry teacher's students can't attend the suburban Seattle school but they have
been watching and interacting with him from home.

"I was very anxious (at first) but I was amazed at the kids' responses and how human it felt
to interact with them through the screen," Huybers told CNN.

Huybers  and  his  colleagues  at  the  Northshore  school  district  have been able  to  fully
implement distance learning. Many other schools in the country have similar capabilities,
are using video conference platforms such as Zoom and are getting teachers ready for
online teaching.

Katy  Payne,  a  spokeswoman with  the  Washington  Office  of  Superintendent  of  Public
Instruction, said most schools in the state can't follow Northshore's lead and the agency is
advising against trying to implement a full online curriculum on short notice.

Just a few miles away, the 53,000 students part of Seattle Public Schools are not switching
to online classes because not all of them have internet access or a computer..

"If we can't provide that online learning for all of our students ... it's not fair to do it (only) for
some students," Tim Robinson, a spokesman for the school district.

In  rural  Tennessee,  Melissa  Ryckman,  an  associate  professor  of  history  at  Martin
Methodist College, said some of her students rely on the library's computers to write their



papers.
"I have students who don't have internet at their house unless the trees are bare because
they're using a satellite dish," Ryckman said.

As many as 12 million school-aged children live in  homes without  broadband access,
according to a 2017 report by the US Congress Joint Economic Committee.

FCC Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel has argued the government must do more to
encourage internet providers to build in less-profitable areas, such as rural and low-income
districts.

As  schools  announced  the  closings,  students  were  sent  home  with  workbooks,
instructional packets and even with borrowed laptops and WiFi hotspots.

In California, the Los Angeles Unified School District is teaming up with public television
stations to broadcast educational shows on three channels.

The district, the largest in California, estimates half of its students don't have computers or
tablets, and 25% of them don't have access to internet at home.

While the outcome for students who can't take online classes remains unknown, some
experts say distance learning may still pose challenges for younger children who have the
tools.

Teachers would need to lean on parents to guide younger children to type and use the
software or simply make sure they pay attention to the lessons.

"It's going to be very difficult to have a youngster sitting by the computer for a five-, six- or
seven-hour school day with a teacher, engaging in activities," said Daniel A. Domenech,
executive  director  of  the  American  Association  of  School  Administrators  during  a
discussion at The Brookings Institution's Brown Center on Education Policy.

Student testing is in limbo

The pandemic is delaying standardized testing for current  and prospective students at
schools  across  the  country.  It  could  have  an  impact  on  college  admissions  and  how
academic achievement is measured.

Test scores count for more than just a letter grade for a school. In some states, they are
used to evaluate teachers, leading to salary raises and bonuses.

Last week, US Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos issued guidance for elementary and
secondary schools and said the department may consider waiving federal  assessment
requirements.

Each state will have to decide whether to cancel or delay the tests. Some schools have
suggested they could be extending the school year and use snow days that had been built
into their calendars.

In Texas, state lawmakers called for the cancellation of the state's assessment program for
the  current  school  year,  saying  students  should  have  time  to  receive  the  required
instruction time without having to extend the school year. The Texas Education Agency has



said it will issue formal guidance later this week.
Meanwhile in Ohio, Gov. Mike DeWine has said he's discussing options with educators.

"We're not going to let testing get in the way of life,"  DeWine said, according to CNN
affiliate WSYX reported. "If we can't have testing this year, we can't have testing this year.
The world will not come to an end."

Colleges  and  universities  could  see  a  dip  in  enrollment  if  domestic  and  international
students are not able to take their SAT and ACT tests.

More than 100 testing centers in the United States opted to not administer the SAT test
scheduled for last weekend. The College Board said "a high number" of the cancellations
were due to the coronavirus outbreak.

Outside the US, testing for the SAT was canceled in at least 30 countries and students
were issued full refunds, College Board said.

With many public schools closing, it's unclear whether the ACT test scheduled for April 4
will take place at the around 4,000 tests sites in the country. An ACT spokesman said they
are closely monitoring the situation but were prepared for unexpected scheduling changes.
"We've had test  centers damaged by tornadoes,  hurricanes and fires that have led to
cancellations.  Sometimes test  centers will  lose  power,  have a gas leak or  be  flooded
following a water main break, resulting in a cancellation. Each situation may be handled
differently, but we generally try to set up a reschedule date at the soonest possible date,"
said Ed Colby, a spokesman for the ACT.

Choosing the  right  school  and completing  admission requirements may be difficult  for
some students.

"If there's no one on campus to meet with them, is that the right environment for them to
see  what  the  college  experience  will  be  like?"  said  Stefanie  Niles,  vice  president  for
enrollment and communications at Ohio Wesleyan University.

The closures could prevent current students from getting their diplomas because some
courses, such as science and performing arts, can't be completed online.



To pay tuition, some college men become sugar babies
Men's Variety, by Rico Woods, October 1, 2019

Male sugar babies: A closer look

Young  college  men,  desperate  to  pay tuition  and  other  costs  associated  with  school,
appear to be turning to sugar daddies more and more.

According to numerous online reports, including a piece that ran in Fusion, college guys
are hitting up specific websites to snag generous men that are willing to help them avoid
debt.

In  fact,  a  recent  survey conducted by the popular  website  Seeking Arrangement  (SA)
shows the number of college students signing up for the service in Canada alone has risen
to a whopping 206,000. That’s up from 150,000 in 2015 (37%) rise.

According  to  data  appearing  on  SA,  Nevada  and  New  York  are  hold  the  highest
concentrations of “sugar daddy” activity. And the average age of a U.S. Sugar Daddy is 40
years old.

And we know from company released data that around 10% of that site’s membership
consists of gay men. But college boys looking for generous sugar daddies don’t just have
SA to turn to.

That’s  right  –  there’s  a  full-on  gay version  that’s  been around since 2008 called  Gay
Arrangement. This web portal boasts thousands of users made up of men who identify as
“Daddies” and others (of legal age) who call themselves “boys”.

MV, on the condition of anonymity, spoke to several men who offer and buy Sugar Daddy
services about what motivates them.

You think McDonald’s is going to cut it?

Mikey*, a 21-year old student at New York State University, shared with us that he doesn’t
think of himself as a prostitute. “Many of the guys that hire me are just looking for someone
to hang out with.

Sometimes we hook up and sometimes we don’t. Either way, they get their needs met and
so do I. What’s wrong with that?”

He shared with us that several nights each month, he provides “overnight companionship”
at a rate of $1000.00.

“For a three-credit course, I’m paying around $4,700.00. That’s a lot of money. You think
working at McDonald’s is going to cut it? For a night or two a week, I can sell my services
and at the end of the month know my tuition is paid.” And then he adds, “I’m not going to
be one of those guys who graduates and is loaded with student debt!”

In recent years, researchers who study the sex economy have recorded a significant rise
in gay men who sell companion services while attending school.

Kevin Walby,  a Professor of Criminal  Justice at Winnipeg University and author of the



book, Touching Encounters: Sex Work and Male for Male Escorting, shares the following:

“Previously, men had to go to an outdoor venue, work for an agency, or advertise in the
back pages of magazines and phone books to sell sex, now they can do it right from their
phone.”

The rise in college students who turn to gay sugar daddies is in part due to the explosive
growth  of  social  media  apps.  Additionally,  rising  tuition  costs  make affording  a  higher
education difficult.

A quick check of the website Student Load Hero reveals that the average student debt a
college graduate carried in 2018 was an unbelievable $30,000.00. On average, monthly
payments hover around $400.00

Byron*, a mid-forties executive in Chicago, explained to us his motivations for hiring male
“sugar babies”.

“My job requires that I work upwards of 80 hours per week. That doesn’t leave room for
much else. I barely have time to eat, let alone exercise.

The services these young men provide are invaluable. Everyone needs companionship.
They need the money. I’ve got the resources. What’s the problem?”

When  we  asked  Byron  about  how  some  people  might  consider  what  he’s  doing  as
“exploitive”, he responded by saying the following.

“What’s exploitive is the tuition some of these colleges charge. One guy I work with who
attends U of C [University of Chicago] is paying nearly $75,000 a year for tuition. By the
time he graduates, he will owe over $300,000 in student debt.

You tell me who’s being exploitive?”

I Won’t Be Some Broke B!

Contrell*, a college student enrolled in an English degree program at a school in the Los
Angeles area offered the following to MV.

“I don’t come from a family with money. In fact, my parents didn’t graduate from school and
neither did my grandparents. I could have saddled myself up with tons of student debt but
I’m not playing it like that.”

He then adds.

“I can earn $350.00 an hour and more if I overnight. And because I’ve got certain assets, I
get a lot of repeat clients. At least when I’m done with my degree, I won’t be some broke
bitch!”

Joe*, an early 50’s executive who resides in Los Angeles County, explained why he hires
college boys off sites like Rent.Men and Gay Arrangement.

“You know exactly what you are getting. In my case, I really just want someone attractive
around to spend time with. In a strange way, I also get to mentor some of these college



guys. Believe it or not, a few of them do it for more than just the money.”

Why the rise among gay college men?

There are a number of reasons why sex work among gay college students appears to be
on the rise. Research suggests it may be a combination of increasing tuition, coupled with
less fear around HIV in the age of PREP.

Obviously, there are legitimate concerns about physical danger, according to Mikey – the
sugar baby attending NYU.

“Unless I really know the daddy, I’m careful. I try to screen my clients as best I can. And
that means when I overnight at his place the first time, I sleep with one eye open. It is what
it is and I fully accept the risk.”

Male Sugar Babies and Private Lives

When we asked Mikey and Contrell if they had boyfriends, both of them said no. Although
Contrell did mention he had recently started dating someone who also is a male sugar
baby.

We know from previous interviews with male escorts that some men turn to this line of
work as a matter of survival.

For  example,  a long term couple shared how running an unlicensed massage service
helped keep them from becoming homeless.

None of the men we spoke with who purchase or provide companionship expressed any
feelings of shame. And they didn’t seem all that worried about stereotypes.

“Do you think I give a flying rat’s a** about people judging me? I’m not shouting it with a
megaphone but people close to me know,” says Michael.

“Do you know how many cops, attorneys and judges have hired me? You’d be surprised.
I’ve even offered companionship to monsignors.

Contrell expressed gratitude for the work, sprinkled with a touch of pride.

“I provide a very real service to men. There’s no shame in that. My calendar is full and so
far, I’m college debt free. And the best part is I’m making the daddies who hire me happy.

He paused and then added:

“You’re paying for it one way or another, rather you think you are or not. At least what I do
is clear cut.”

News-note:  It’s  not  just  gay  college  males  who  are  jumping  on  the  sugar  daddy
bandwagon. There’s an across the board increase, including straight males and females,
according to a report in USA Today.



Better than student loans – here's a real solution to the college debt crisis
Fox Business, by John Stossel, October 26, 2019

Video : https://www.foxbusiness.com/money/john-stossel-student-loans-solution-debt-crisis

Student loan debt keeps growing.

There is a better solution than the ones politicians offer, which stick the taxpayer or the
loan lenders with the whole bill.

It’s called an “income share agreement.”

Investors  give  money to  a college,  and the college then gives  a free or  partially free
education to some students. When those students graduate, they pay the college a certain
percentage of their future income.

It’s a way “for the school to say to students, ‘You’re only going to pay us if we help you
succeed’,” explains Beth Akers, co-author of the book “Game of Loans.”

Andrew Hoyler  was thrilled when Purdue University got  him an ISA loan.  Now he’s a
professional pilot, and he’ll pay Purdue 8% of his income for 104 months.

“After that 104-month term ends, if you still owe money, it’s forgiven, forgotten, you don’t
owe another penny,” he says in my latest video. “Now, if I find myself in a six-figure job
tomorrow, there’s a chance that I’ll pay back far more than I took out.”

Hoyler wouldn’t  mind that,  he says, because of “the security of  knowing that I’ll  never
(have to) pay back more than I can afford.”

What students pay depends partly on what they study.

On a $10,000 ISA, English majors must pay 4.58% of their income for 116 months. Math
majors,  because they are more likely to get higher-paying jobs, pay just 3.96% for 96
months.

“It conveys information to the student about how lucrative a different major’s going to be,”
says Akers. “Some think that’s unfair, but really that’s just a way (investors) can recapture
the money that they’ve put up.”

“It may also sway students away from majors that don’t have job prospects,” says Hoyler.
ISA recipients learn “not only what a career may pay, but how stable it may be, what the
future is like.”

“We should invest in students the same way that we invest in startups,“ says Akers. “Share
equity.”

With  one  difference:  The  college  picks  the  student,  so  investors  don’t  have  a  direct
relationship with the student.

Purdue ISA recipient Paul Larora told me, “We don’t know who the investor is, but I’d love
to give him a hug or buy him a beer!”
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“The institutions are saying, ‘If I’m operating as the middleman, I can make sure that no
one’s taking advantage of my students,’” explains Akers.

Sadly,  many  politicians  would  rather  have  the  government  handle  student  loans  and
charge all students the same rate.

President Barack Obama signed a student debt relief bill that he claimed would “cut out
private middlemen,” meaning banks. He said that “would save taxpayers $68 billion!” It
didn’t. Costs to taxpayers increased.

Some politicians are so clueless that they still blame banks.

In  one  hearing,  Rep.  Maxine  Waters,  D-Calif.,  chair  of  the  House  Financial  Services
Committee, demanded JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon tell her, “What are you guys
doing to help us with this student loan debt?”

“We  stopped  doing  all  student  lending,”  responded  Dimon,  pointing  out  that  “the
government took over student lending in 2010.”

Instead of forcing banks out of the loan business, we should get government out of it.
Banks are in the business of assessing loan risk.

If actual private lenders, people with skin in the game, made loans, then they’d care about
being paid back.

They’d tell students which majors might lead to higher-paying careers and warn them that
studying sociology, art history or gender studies may make it tough to get out of debt.

But with the government charging the same rate to everyone, students don’t have much
incentive to think about that.

The Brookings Institution found that 28% of students don’t even know they have a loan.

The market would make better judgments and stop students from starting their adult lives
under a burden they may never escape.

Yet some people still call ISAs “predatory” because investors hope for profit. They say ISA
makes students “indentured servants.”

Larora had a good answer to that, which is also serious advice: “If you don’t have a job,
you’re not paying anything! Where’s the servitude in that?”



Co-ed versus single-sex schools : 'It's about more than academic outcomes'
The Guardian, by Celina Ribeiro, October 25, 2019

Do all-boys’ schools breed hypermasculine behaviour? Are all-girl schools better for girls?

It was financial imperative that prompted the Armidale School to break with its more than
120-year  tradition  of  teaching  boys  exclusively  on  its  grounds  in  the  New  England
tablelands of New South Wales. The school wanted to grow. When consulting parents and
community, headmaster Murray Guest and the school insisted it would be introducing co-
education without changing culture and tradition. But they were wrong: culture did change.

“There is  no doubt  in  my mind it  has been a good change,”  Guest  says.  “The social
environment in the school is a better one now than it was before.” In 2016 he did not
expect to see the strength of benefits of changing to co-ed as he has.

“The interaction between boys and girls isolates some of the less desirable aspects of
both,”  he  says.  “So  the  very  macho  is  downplayed,  while  at  the  same time  girls  are
encouraged to be interacting with boys and breaking out of the ‘girls being girls’ mould.

“There’s certainly a softening of culture and growing sophistication.”

Macho cultures within boys’ schools have come under scrutiny this week, with video of
boys from elite Melbourne Catholic boys school St Kevin’s chorusing misogynistic chants
on  a  tram,  prompting  widespread  condemnation  from  the  public  and  the  school’s
headmaster, who said the misogynistic culture at the school was worse than he thought.

It  has sparked a revival of debate about whether such single-sex school environments
breed  hypermasculine  behaviours,  and  raises  the  question:  do  the  social  effects  of
educating boys and girls together outweigh the widely touted academic gains of single-sex
education?

Dylan Laver graduated from high school two years ago, having attended Sydney Grammar
boys school before finishing school at the co-ed Manly public high school. His elite boys’
school did not have a substantial problem with macho or misogynistic culture, he says, but
he suggests that isn’t true of all such schools.

“There’s  a  stereotypical  male  type  that  certain  schools  look  for  when  students  are
applying,” he says. “They want students of their school to act and look a certain way, and
they play a role – unintentionally – in developing a very masculine culture.”

“Then again,  in  a  co-ed school  guys  find  their  own groups  anyway.  I  think  there  are
definitely elements of misogyny that can occur in both situations, but I think probably the
environment in single-sex private schools makes it just a little more likely to happen.”

Chris Hickey, professor of health and physical education at Deakin University, says boys’
schools can incubate hypermasculine or misogynistic cultures.

“History tells us there is a propensity for those cultures to flourish if unchecked,” he says.
“But these cultures are not a given. They’re not ‘unchallengeable’. And they’re not specific
to boys’ schools, either. It can happen anywhere, but there is a higher propensity for it
when you have boys en masse who are left unchecked.”



Hickey recalls looking at a study of an independent Catholic boys’ school which embarked
on proactive  measures  to  address  its  hypermasculinity  problem,  including  hiring  more
female senior professional staff, foregrounding the arts, changing the physical environment
and valorising the rugby archetype less. It  found that culture not only changed for the
better, but even boys who had benefited from the previous macho culture also benefited
from the culture change.



Australian students feel lonelier and more left out than a decade ago
The Guardian, June 6, 2018, by Michael McGowan

International study finds significant decline in engagement, particularly among Indigenous
students and other disadvantaged groups

Australian students  are lonelier  and feel  more  out  of  place at  school  than they did  a
decade  ago,  a  new  report  from  the  Organisation  for  Economic  Cooperation  and
Development has found.

The latest study from the Program for International Student Assessment – or Pisa – has
revealed that Australian students’ rank well below the global average when it comes to
how comfortable they feel at school.

The report measured students’ “sense of belonging” at school by asking questions such as
whether they “feel like they belong at school” or whether they felt lonely or left out.

It found a significant decline in how Australian students felt at school between 2003 and
2015,  with  Indigenous  students,  females  and  students  from  low  socio-economic
backgrounds recording the lowest sense of belonging.

Dr Sue Thomson from the Australian Council for Educational Research – which published
the report in Australia – said the report offered an insight into students “at risk of becoming
disengaged”.

“Although these results don’t tell us why some students have a lower sense of belonging,
they do highlight  where  the social  issues are – among students  who are  Indigenous,
female, Australian-born, from low SES backgrounds and country areas,” she said.

Pisa ranks students from across the OECD on a variety of academic measures. The last
survey completed in 2015 found that Australia’s reading, maths and science literacy had all
declined.

The new report said sense of belonging “has been shown to be an important schooling
outcome in its own right” and for some students is indicative of educational success and
long-term health and well-being.

“Research shows that a sense of belonging is an important schooling outcome,” Thomson
said.

“For some students it really makes a difference to their educational success and long-term
health and wellbeing.”

But Australia now ranks below countries such as the United Kingdom and United States,
and  well  below  the  OECD  average.  Spain  recorded  the  highest  sense  of  belonging
amongst its students.

But the decline within Australia will be of most concern to education officials.

In 2003 88% of Australian students agreed that they “feel like they belong at school”. By
2015 the figure had decreased to 72% , almost double the average decline across the
OECD.



Similarly, in 2003, 92% of Australian students disagreed with the notion that they “feel like
an outsider” at school. By 2015 it had decreased to 77%.



The UK boarding school identity crisis
The Financial Times, by Alice Ross, October 25, 2018

What  impact  are  record  numbers  of  overseas  students  having  on  these  very  British
institutions?

It is not uncommon for children at boarding school to call their parents and ask to come
home in the first few weeks. But the German 14-year-old sent to a quiet school in the
English countryside had a specific complaint.

He was there to experience the famed British boarding school education, which — despite
a tarnished reputation in recent years — is still seen around the world as a defining feature
of British culture.

Instead, the boy told his parents, he couldn’t make friends because he couldn’t understand
what  his  roommates  were  saying.  Not  because  his  English  wasn’t  good  enough.  But
because they were all speaking Mandarin. His parents withdrew him after one term.

British boarding schools are facing an identity crisis. With an average place now costing
nearly £35,000 a year (up from £23,000 10 years ago), many of the pupils that made up
their traditional bread and butter — the middle- or upper-middle-class children of doctors,
lawyers or other professionals — can no longer afford to board full time. Not only that but,
as attitudes to children and education change, boarding is no longer an option for many,
even if they can afford it.

By contrast, the creation of wealth in Asia and other emerging markets, combined with
concerns about the quality of local education, has caused demand from overseas students
to rocket.

Though the number of boarders at British boarding schools has remained steady since the
turn of the century, at just below 70,000 according to the Independent Schools Council
(ISC), the percentage of overseas boarders has increased significantly.  A decade ago,
non-British pupils with parents overseas made up fewer than a third of total boarders: now
the ISC puts the figure at more than 40 per cent.

The majority of these overseas boarders have come from mainland China and Hong Kong,
which together make up 44 per cent of the total 28,910 pupils at independent schools who
have parents overseas (making them highly likely to be boarders). Germans are a distant
third, at less than 7 per cent of the total.

“The  demand  far  outstrips  the  supply,”  says  Ferdinand  Steinbeis,  director  of  German
boarding-school  consultancy von Bülow Education. “Because you have a waning local
market  due  to  higher  fees  and  changing  personal  needs,  you  have  to  somehow
compensate. Any British boarding school could fill its beds tenfold with Chinese students.”

These forces show no signs of abating. Private schools warned last month that fees were
likely to  increase further  due to  steep rises  in  pension  contributions for  teachers,  but
consultants such as Henry Jiang at Grandville International, which helps to place mainland
Chinese and Hong Kongese students in British boarding schools, say more families are
looking at UK schools instead of American ones.

This follows reports last year that Donald Trump had described Chinese students in the US



as “spies”.

Flora Yung, director at British United Education Services in Hong Kong, adds that after
recent riots in the territory, she received an unprecedented number of calls from parents
looking to send their children abroad immediately.

But as the shift to overseas students increases, there are fears in the sector that some
have gone too far. Schools such as Eton and Harrow, Sevenoaks and Malvern College
remain  so  popular  with  both  traditional  British  and international  families  that  they can
balance students as they see fit.

But according to various boarding school consultants, many of the “mid- and lower-” tier
schools (not a categorisation recognised by the official Boarding Schools’ Association) are
simply “filling their beds” with overseas students.

More  multicultural  schools  are  widely  viewed  as  a  positive,  for  both  the  schools  and
students. But some institutions, fearful of otherwise being forced to close their doors, may
pay the price for their relentless pursuit of wealthy international students.

Parents paying for a classic British education are starting to question what they are getting
for their money. Particularly overseas parents, it seems. “One of the main questions we get
is  how many German,  Russian  and  Chinese  students  there  are  at  the  school,”  says
Steinbeis. “With German families, there’s this chronic paranoia that the international mix of
pupils won’t be right.”

The question for British boarding schools now is not only how to survive and thrive but how
to retain their identity in the 21st century. [...]



Why would anyone want to be a professor ?
The Hill, by Albert James Arnold, September 27, 2019

When I entered the teaching profession at the University of Virginia in the mid-1960s, I
knew  my  future  involved  a  trade-off:  freedom  of  thought  and  action,  with  long-term
retirement benefits on the plus side; lower earnings potential and a late entry into the job
market on the negative side. My fellow Ph.D.s engaged in years of advanced study, during
which we sacrificed the higher salaries enjoyed by our peers who went directly into the
manufacturing economy in their early 20s. 

Most  of  us  balanced  our  studies  with  assignments  as  graduate  assistants  to  senior
professors in large lecture classes for undergraduates or, in disciplines such as modern
languages, as instructors in first- and second-year courses. Our cheap labor defrayed a
significant proportion of the cost of graduate courses and provided necessary training for
our future profession. We also learned the rudiments of the shared culture of the university.
When we took our Ph.D. degree and went out into the world, we were largely debt-free. 

We knew that our salary levels would remain modest, compared to our peers’ in more
competitive branches of the economy. We understood that the societal benefits that would
accrue from our teaching were long-term and could be measured only in decades, and that
any  measurements  were  approximate  at  best.  Our  advancement  through  the  ranks
(assistant, then associate, and finally full professor) would result from assessment by more
senior  professional  peers.  Deans and  college  or  university  presidents  were  all  former
professors who shared a common culture and made decisions accordingly. 

Then, faculties largely were run by committees of professors in a collegial hierarchy, rather
like  the  monastic  establishments  from  which  secular  colleges  and  universities  had
emerged.  The  institution  of  tenure  was  instituted  to  ensure  that  solid  performers  (in
teaching,  research and service)  would remain  available  to  make sound decisions and
guarantee the institution’s future well-being. The rules and conventions were simple and
generally understood. Discipline — rare, and usually anodyne — was meted out by the
department chair or the dean. 

Because the institution was so different in type from the rest of the working world, it came
to be thought of as an “ivory tower” set apart from ordinary labor. As long as society at-
large appreciated and enjoyed the long-term benefits that publicly funded colleges and
universities provided, everyone benefited from the trade-off. In 1969, three years after I
entered the field, about 80 percent of contracts offered the possibility of tenure after a long
probationary period.

In the latter half of the 20th century, however, professors came to enjoy less respect than
our peers in other countries. The reason was both crassly financial and narrowly political.
To the extent that U.S. professors didn’t produce anything measurable, we came to be
characterized as  unproductive,  even parasitic.  In  Europe and the  United  Kingdom,  by
contrast, knowledge was recognized for its social value and was pursued, acquired and
transmitted for its own sake. 

To  a  considerable  extent,  our  colleagues  abroad  still  are  considered  to  be  valuable
members of society and are accorded significant respect. In the past quarter-century, the
decline in perceived social value of the professorial class in the U.S. has both undermined
the profession and permitted a rapid and massive transformation of  our  institutions of
higher learning. In an earlier opinion piece, I described the transformation from meritocracy



to mediocracy, in terms of the political correctness that serves as its public face. 

It is time to focus on the economic underpinnings of the well-orchestrated and decades-
long attacks against higher education — and especially against public universities. Isaac
Kamola,  assistant  professor  of  political  science  at  Trinity  College  in  Hartford,  Conn.,
argues in the journal of the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) that a
network of billionaires has funded a “strategy [for] unleashing a maelstrom of viral outrage
targeted at specific faculty (often faculty of color).” Kamola contends that these attacks are
part of a well-organized political strategy “designed to influence the ideas that circulate on
college campuses.” 

If the ideologues behind this strategy can undermine confidence in professors, they can
weaken  the  foundations  of  public  education.  Too  many  college  and  university
administrations have shown themselves to be gutless in the face of well-funded campaigns
against freedom of expression. By focusing on the targets, using political correctness as
their excuse, university administrators effectively do the bidding of the billionaires, whose
apparent goal is to defund public education. 

These  are  the  perilous  conditions  that  newly-minted  Ph.D.s  face  as  they  embark  on
careers that are ever more problematical. What is the likelihood that they will enjoy the
benefits  that  drew my generation  to  college  and  university  teaching?  The  odds  of  a
tenured position now are about one in four. According to the AAUP, in 2016 contingent
teaching  contracts  constituted  73  percent  across  all  categories  of  post-secondary
education.  The  higher  up  the  food  chain  one  looks,  the  better  the  chances  of  a
professional  career,  but the competition is fierce and the odds against success as my
generation understood it are daunting.

The  financial  situation  of  the  beginning  professor  aggravates  the  situation.  With  an
average student loan debt of $100,000 to $200,000 in 2014, even those who eventually
make it to a tenured position will find it difficult to buy a house. Those who work two or
three contingent  positions in order to pay the rent are condemned to a life of  relative
poverty in which none of  the benefits that drew my generation to teaching any longer
remain.

It is clear that the billionaires have won their long game. Confidence in public education
has  been  undermined,  largely  through  the  repressive  tactics  of  so-called  political
correctness; state governments have seen the opportunity to drastically curtail funding for
colleges and universities dependent on public support. College or university teaching no
longer is a profession; it now is rarely a reliable career. 

Under these circumstances, why would anybody willingly defer entry into the job market for
five to 10 years, and take on a massive debt burden, knowing that middle-class status
could remain unattainable?



New Jersey school to ban students from prom it they have lunch debt
The New York Post, by Lia Eustachewitz, October 23, 2019

A  New  Jersey  school  district  just  outside  Philadelphia  plans  to  ban  students  from
extracurricular activities — including prom — for failing to pay their lunch bill, according to
reports.

The controversial new policy, unanimously approved by the Cherry Hill school board last
week, allows the student to receive a hot meal of their choosing.

But it also doles out punishments if the student’s meal debt reaches $75. A parent must
attend a meeting with school officials and then pay the outstanding balance within 10 days,
while the student will  be barred from attending prom, the senior  class trip  and school
dances, the Philadelphia Inquirer reported.

“Sometimes the right thing to do is the hard thing to do,” Superintendent Joseph Meloche
said  before  the  9-0  vote  on  Oct.  15.  “The  goal  of  what  we  do  is  responsibility  with
compassion.”

The new policy is a revision of one from August that proposed allowing students with debts
of $10 or more only a tunafish sandwich for lunch — and no meal whatsoever for kids that
were $20 or more in the hole.

Jacob Graff, a student board member at Cherry Hill East, one of the district’s two high
schools, said the new policy will hurt students’ college applications if they’re banned from
extracurricular activities.

”I think it is completely unfair that students can be penalized for their parents’ inability to
pay or unwillingness to pay,” Graff said ahead of the vote last week. “What this policy does
is really to harm students in the aspects for their future.”

The district’s lunch-debt debacle has thrust Cherry Hill into the national spotlight — with
three Democratic presidential hopefuls ripping officials for being too extreme.

“This is cruel and punitive. Every kid needs and deserves a nutritious meal in order to
learn at school,”  Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren tweeted Monday.  “My plan will
push to cancel student breakfast and lunch debt and increase funding to school meals
programs so all students can get a nutritious meal.”

New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker tweeted, “No child should go hungry at school — period. As
president, I will fight for universal free school lunch and relieve all school lunch debt.”

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders has also weighed in.

About 6.2 percent of Cherry Hill’s 71,045 residents live below the poverty line, according to
Census statistics.

About 20 percent of the district’s 11,000 students are eligible for free or reduced-price
lunches, the Inquirer reported.

The district tallied $14,343 in meal debt at the end of the 2018-19 school year from just
over  340  students,  Assistant  Superintendent  Lynn  Shugars  said,  according  to  the



newspaper. So far this year, the balance has reached $16,445.

School  officials  have  turned  down  donation  offers,  including  from  retired  Philadelphia
businessman Steve Ravitz, who owns ShopRite stores in South Jersey. They have said
the debt will only recur.

“Simply erasing the debt does not address the many families with financial means who
have  just  chosen  not  to  pay  what  is  owed,”  said  Meloche  and  board  president  Eric
Goodwin in a statement, according to the Inquirer.


