
There may be more Olympians who identify as LGBTQ than ever before. But 
there are limits to inclusion 
 
CNN, July 28, 2021, by Scottie Andrew 

 

The 2020 Summer Olympic Games are already historic, and not just because they're 

taking place a year later than scheduled. This year's Olympics feature, by one count, 

more participants who identify as LGBTQ than at any other Games. 

 

At least 168 of the 11,000 Olympians competing in Tokyo this week are openly LGBTQ, 

according to the SB Nation blog Outsports. 

Of the 160-plus LGBTQ athletes, some are well-known stars like FIFA Women's World 

Cup champ Megan Rapinoe, WNBA great Brittney Griner and diver (and newly minted 

gold medalist) Tom Daley, all of whom came out publicly in the last decade. They're 

joined by up-and-comers like the Canadian soccer player Quinn and New Zealand 

weightlifter Laurel Hubbard, both of whom are transgender. 

The improvement in LGBTQ representation at the Olympics is cause for celebration, 

but it should also give athletes and audiences pause, said Erik Denison, a behavioral 

scientist at Monash University in Australia. By Outsports' count, less than 2% of all 

athletes competing in Tokyo identify as LGBTQ -- and, according to Denison, that 

number is still low. In the US alone, an estimated 4.5% of people are LGBTQ, 

according to a 2020 count from the Williams Institute, UCLA Law's LGBTQ policy 

center. 

"We've done an OK job," Denison, who studies inclusion in sports, told CNN. "But this 

has been a serious problem for a while ... we need to start asking some serious 

questions about what's going on here." 

There are a few likely reasons why there are so few LGBTQ Olympians, researchers 

who study LGBTQ inclusion in sports told CNN. Young LGBTQ people are still being 

discriminated against while playing sports, which may lead them to stop playing 

altogether, narrowing the pipeline to pro sports. There may also be LGBTQ athletes 

competing in the Olympics who don't feel comfortable coming out, the researchers 

said, due to a culture within sports that still relies on stereotypes of gender and 

sexuality. 



The relatively low number of participants who publicly identify as LGBTQ indicates that 

both "top-level sporting cultures, including the Olympics, and broader local-level sports 

cultures have not truly become welcoming environments for LGBTQ people," said 

Katie Schweighofer, an adjunct faculty member in American studies at Dickinson 

College. 

To improve LGBTQ representation in professional sports, Schweighofer and Denison 

said, coaches and leaders in youth sports should set a precedent that homophobic 

language and discrimination are unacceptable. This way, they said, young LGBTQ 

athletes should feel accepted by their teammates and coaches, and they may even 

stick with the sport all the way to the professional level. But even if they only continue 

to play their sport for leisure, the researchers said, the young LGBTQ athletes will still 

reap the benefits of an inclusive environment. 

 

The Olympics haven't always accepted LGBTQ athletes 

 

The Olympic Games haven't always accepted all LGBTQ competitors. Transgender 

participants were first allowed to compete at the Olympics in 2004 -- but until the 2020 

Olympics in Tokyo, no trans athletes ever had. 

Sometimes the Games have taken place in countries where homosexuality is not 

widely accepted or where legislation impacts LGBTQ residents. The 2014 Winter 

Olympics in Sochi were particularly controversial for legislation that banned LGBTQ 

"propaganda," which had been signed less than a year before the start of the Games. 

The Olympics also has a ways to go when it comes to the inclusion of athletes who are 

intersex, meaning they were born with differences in sex development that don't align 

with the binary definitions of female or male. From 1968 to 1998, the International 

Olympic Committee required athletes to undergo sex testing to "prevent masquerading 

males and women with 'unfair, male-like' physical advantage from competing in 

female-only events," researchers wrote in 2000, which is when the first Olympics since 

sex testing ended were held. 

In 2018, World Athletics, the international governing body for track and field and cross 

country running whose athletes compete in the Olympics, started requiring women with 

high testosterone levels to take medication to reduce their testosterone. That resulted 

in intersex athletes like Caster Semenya, a South African runner, former gold medalist 



and a queer woman, being essentially banned from competing unless they took 

medication -- which Semenya refused -- or being nudged to surgically alter themselves. 

 

Homophobia in sports starts early 

 

While it's meaningful to have role models in Rapinoe and Griner, stars of their 

respective sports, to improve the number of LGBTQ competitors in sports as a whole, 

the focus should instead be on LGBTQ kids in amateur sports, Denison said. If the 

culture of sports continues to exclude LGBTQ people from a young age, the number 

of professional athletes who publicly identify as queer and transgender likely won't 

move much higher, he said. 

Denison's research finds that most LGBTQ athletes leave their sports as young people, 

a departure driven by a culture of homophobic language and stereotypes. 

That's not to say LGBTQ athletes haven't faced more than their fair share of ignorance. 

Griner said in 2014 that she was told not to be more public about her sexuality by her 

coach at Baylor University -- that if the school "condoned" her sexuality, it may deter 

recruits from the school's athletics program. Daley has said that while he's accepted in 

his sport of diving, he often competes against divers from countries where being gay 

is criminalized. And Rapinoe in 2018 said that, as a kid, she "would have loved to have 

more information" about what it meant to be gay and why using homophobic slurs was 

wrong. 

"Anytime you hear somebody say, 'Oh, that's gay,' or whatever, those things matter," 

said Rapinoe, who didn't come out to her teammates until college. 

Homophobic slurs continue to be prevalent in sports -- a 2020 study from Out on the 

Fields, which studies LGBTQ inclusion in sports, found that more than 80% of gay 

participants had heard them used while playing. When coaches and teammates use 

gay slurs frequently, it sends the message that the language is harmless and OK to 

use -- and solidifies the belief that all members of the team are heterosexual, Denison 

said. 

The same Out on the Fields study reported that over 81% of gay men under 22 hid 

their sexuality to avoid rejection by teammates or discrimination by coaches or officials, 

among other reasons. But we can assume that in many cases, gay players will just 

drop out of their sport. That's a problem for professional sports -- with few gay players 

in sport, there will be even fewer who will make it professionally. And young people 



who could have continued to play for leisure will miss an opportunity to stay active and 

bond with teammates, Denison said. 

"Boys and young men are taught to avoid anything associated with femininity, most 

notably weakness, emotion, and homosexuality," said Schweighofer, whose work on 

LGBTQ inclusion in sports has appeared in the publication of the National Park 

Foundation. The world of men's and boys' sports is still tied to a very narrow view of 

masculinity -- "ideas about maleness that demand heterosexuality," she said. 

Women and girls in sports are confronted by gendered expectations, too, 

Schweighofer and Denison said. Their participation in sports seen as "aggressive," like 

rugby or wrestling, challenges the narrow definition of femininity that sees women as 

more fragile and less physically able than men, Schweighofer said. 

The same homophobic norms that affect men in sports impact women and girls, too, 

and they originated in the 19th century, Denison said. While men were encouraged to 

participate in sports to flex their aggression and male dominance, women were advised 

against participating in sports, he said. Such strenuous physical activity was thought 

to "reduce their vital energy" and interfere with their ability to have children. Women 

who ignored that advice and did compete in sports were tolerated, Denison said, but 

also assumed to be lesbians who wouldn't give birth. Homophobic stereotypes of 

women athletes, though no longer based on women's ability to reproduce, persist 

today, Denison said. 

 

The Olympics are still making strides in LGBTQ inclusion 

 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has strengthened its stance on LGBTQ 

inclusion in the Olympics in recent years. In a statement on harassment in sports, the 

IOC reported that LGBTQ athletes are one of the most vulnerable groups when it 

comes to abuse in sports. 

"Ignorance, denial and resistance among sports leaders -- and even athletes 

themselves -- is often a challenge to risk mitigation and prevention," the IOC's 2016 

statement read. "Denial allows the underlying causes of harassment and abuse to 

persist" unchecked, creating a cycle of discrimination. 

Standing up for LGBTQ athletes signals to those athletes that the IOC sees them, 

hears their complaints and is working to better address them within pro sports, Denison 



said. The IOC even had advice for amateur teams, acknowledging the changes 

needed in sports culture as a whole. 

LGBTQ inclusion at the Games can still improve, but the competitors themselves aren't 

hiding the joy it brings them to do what they love before an international audience. 

Quinn, who plays soccer for Canada, said while they were proud to see their name on 

the Olympic lineup, they felt "sad knowing there were Olympians before [them] unable 

to live their truth." Quinn also said, though, that they were "optimistic" for change in 

legislation, an especially meaningful sentiment in a year when more than 30 states in 

the US, where Quinn attended college, introduced bills banning trans students from 

playing on school sports teams that align with their gender identity. 

"Mostly, I feel aware of the realities," Quinn wrote on Instagram. "Trans girls being 

banned from sports. Trans women facing discrimination and bias while trying to pursue 

their Olympic dreams. The fight isn't close to over ... and I'll celebrate when we're all 

here." 

Alana Smith came out to the public as nonbinary in a press conference with the rest of 

the USA Skateboarding team. In an Instagram post after the women's street 

skateboarding event Monday, they said they "chose [their] happiness over medaling" -

- that being their true self for the best time on the professional stage meant more than 

winning gold. 

"Out of everything I've done, I wanted to walk out of this knowing I 

UNAPOLOGETICALLY was myself and was genuinely smiling," they wrote on 

Instagram. "The feeling in my heart says I did that." 

Seeing LGBTQ Olympians compete assuredly, win or lose, may inspire young people 

to follow them. More important, Denison and Schweighofer said, is making young 

people feel inspired and supported in non-Olympic years, starting on their teams at 

home.  



Opinion: Human rights abuses will taint the Olympics and the World Cup. It’s 
time to end ‘sportswashing’ now. 
 

The Washington Post, January 3, 2022, by Minky Worden* 

 

In 2019, then-International Ski Federation President Gian Franco Kasper told a 

German newspaper that the Olympics are “easier in dictatorships.” The honorary 

International Olympic Committee member was referring to awarding the 2022 Winter 

Olympics to China. “Dictators can organize events such as this without asking the 

people’s permission,” Kasper said. He walked back his comments under pressure, but 

he had already said out loud what many sport federation leaders think in private. 

 

The Beijing Winter Olympics open in a month and the FIFA World Cup kicks off in 

November in Qatar. With the world’s two biggest sporting events being hosted by major 

human rights abusers, this year is forcing an overdue reckoning for powerful sports 

bodies that for years have sidelined their formal commitments to human rights. 

 

The Olympics and the World Cup each have audiences of more than 3 billion people 

worldwide — almost half the global population — which is why China and Qatar so 

badly want to refashion their images as glamorous sporting hosts in good standing in 

the world. And why they are effectively “sportswashing” their abysmal human rights 

records. 

 

Sportswashing is not new. Russia used hosting to spin its image with the 1980 

Olympics and the 2018 World Cup. In 2008, the Beijing Summer Olympics were 

advertised as “a force for good” but instead featured journalist arrests, migrant labor 

abuses and the repression of civil society. Chinese and Qatari authorities have spent 

vast sums on public relations to win over fans. 

 

The IOC failed to punish Chinese leaders for breaking their empty Olympic promises 

— and in 2015 awarded Beijing the 2022 Winter Games. Since then, President Xi 

Jinping’s government has arrested journalists, women’s rights activists and lawyers; 

dismantled freedoms in Hong Kong; and committed crimes against humanity in 

Xinjiang, including mass detentions, torture, sexual abuse and cultural persecution of 



Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims. Crimes against humanity are among the gravest 

human rights abuses under international law, making the Chinese government the 

wrong host for an event the IOC claims will “celebrate humanity.” The IOC has uttered 

not a word about these abuses. 

 

In Qatar, eight new or renovated stadiums will host 32 teams for the FIFA World Cup. 

Human Rights Watch has documented that the infrastructure for World Cup events has 

been built via the abusive kafala labor sponsorship system, leading to hundreds and 

possibly thousands of preventable worker deaths. In some cases, labor practices may 

amount to modern slavery. 

 

Qatar is the world’s richest nation per capita, but 2 million migrant workers have little 

power to bring complaints or escape abuse when employers control their exit from the 

country, residency and ability to change jobs. Many employers exploit this control by 

confiscating workers’ passports, forcing them to work excessive hours and denying 

them wages. Reporting on labor abuses is hard in Qatar, a country without press 

freedom. LGBTQ rights do not exist, and Qatar also has a Saudi Arabia-like male 

guardianship system that severely curtails basic rights for women and girls. 

 

The case of three-time Chinese Olympian Peng Shuai focused the world’s attention on 

the conflict between the rights of citizens, including world-class athletes, and the 

claimed privileges of autocratic governments to escape accountability. Chinese 

authorities silenced the tennis star after she accused a former top official of sexual 

abuse. In response, the Women’s Tennis Association called off its tournaments in 

China. In contrast, IOC officials are effectively collaborating with Beijing’s coverup. 

 

But the IOC and FIFA find themselves in a new world in 2022, when there will be costs 

to coddling dictators. In December, the United States, Britain, Canada, Australia and 

Japan, the last Olympic host, announced a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Winter 

Olympics. 

 

In this new era of close scrutiny of corporate social responsibility, Olympic corporate 

sponsors including Coca-Cola, Procter & Gamble, Intel, Visa, and Airbnb have been 

called to the U.S. Congress to explain their funding of sportswashing. 



 

This sport annus horribilis may ultimately prove how necessary human rights are to 

staging megaevents. The IOC and FIFA should reverse course and back athletes and 

human rights over profits. If they keep covering up for China and Qatar, their brands 

will be at great risk. If they acknowledge they can no longer sell games to the highest 

authoritarian bidder, they might survive 2022 by promising future games will be 

awarded on the basis of basic human rights and the values that athletes and fans 

expect them to share. 

 

*Minky Worden is director of global initiatives at Human Rights Watch and editor of 

“China’s Great Leap: The Beijing Games and Olympian Human Rights.” 

 

 

 

  



Making a point? The dangers of Olympic diplomacy 
 

https://www.palatinate.org.uk, December 28, 2021, by Arjun Seth 

 

When Joe Biden came out of a three-hour-long meeting with President Xi and 

suggested that the US might boycott the upcoming Winter Olympics in Beijing, it 

became clear that US-Sino relations had slumped to a new low. 

 

Against the backdrop of genocidal policy towards Uyghur Muslims, an increasingly 

imperialist Belt and Road scheme and a crackdown on civil liberties in Hong Kong, 

many in the West are now sincerely arguing for a boycott of the Games.  

 

Whilst it might seem wise to de-platform and isolate a perceived hostile state acting 

irreconcilably against prized Western values, boycotting Beijing 2022 might also push 

the world’s two great superpowers further apart and fuel Beijing’s propaganda 

machine, resulting in a great act of diplomatic self-harm. 

 

Firstly, the proposed boycott being discussed on Downing Street and in Washington 

D.C. is merely a diplomatic one – resulting in the absence of dignitaries rather than 

athletes themselves. Whilst declining to send Prince William to wave the Union Jack 

might be regarded as disregarding the event in the British media, it is unlikely to cause 

many, especially in Beijing, to bat an eyelid. For a sporting event of the Olympics’ 

stature, it is the participation of athletes across the globe that legitimise it as a major 

international event.  

 

As long as the majority of the world’s athletes compete in Beijing and win medals, the 

event will be valid and just as memorable as those organised by less controversial 

hosts. Thus, a boycott involving just diplomats and officialdom would do little to damage 

the legitimacy and credibility of China’s Games. Instead, such a half-hearted measure 

would only make the West look weak, showcasing ourselves to be an ineffective 

laughing stock for the Chinese (and its allies’) state media. 

 

Moreover, history suggests that even boycotts involving athletes lead to little more than 

tit-for-tat exchanges. The US-led boycott of the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics, in 



turn, led to a retaliatory snub by the Soviet Eastern Bloc and satellite states in Los 

Angeles in 1984. Although the 1980 boycott was widely supported by over 60 nations 

and did undermine the legitimacy of the event, it is inconceivable to think that today 

the US would be as well-supported by a large and broad coalition of countries, eager 

to shun the Games and blatantly oppose China. A boycott today would lack the 

international backing present in 1980 to cause any disruption to the Games or China’s 

marketing of them. 

 

Indeed, if Biden goes ahead with his proposed boycott, then Xi very well might boycott 

future events backed by the West, with the possibility of Belt and Road funded 

countries in Africa and Asia following suit. As conveyed by his absence from the 

COP26 event, this could derail crucial negotiation and undermine necessary diplomacy 

concerning big issues like climate change. The risk of further alienating the world’s 

greatest producer of greenhouse gases when dialogue on the matter is more urgent 

than ever before might be too great for the West to gamble on. The two economic 

clumps have never had a greater incentive to collaborate on a single issue.  

 

Owning the world’s largest standing army, a robust cyberattack force and an economy 

set to become the largest, overtaking the US by 2028, it is becoming harder to deny 

that China is now and has been a great world power and deserves greater visible 

respect. Whilst outstanding differences do remain, feeble PR stunts designed to cause 

a storm in the Western media will do little to change China’s position. Not sending a 

minister or two when the rest of the sporting world is present, will do little to delegitimise 

and denounce China elsewhere. The West, on the other hand, simply does not have 

the military and economic clout that it once did to force opposing states into line. 

 

To address these grievances, it might be wise to instead treat China for what it is: a 

superpower, and eventually the greatest; and like with any superpower use the 

diplomatic channels and soft power that can be exhibited at major sporting events, to 

advocate for change. With an increasingly hostile Russia and a disruptive Turkey led 

by Erdagon in the Middle East, the West cannot afford to risk a four-way Cold War. It 

is time to own up to the fact that China’s dominance is here to stay. To achieve any 

shift in policy whether it be human rights or climate change or dealing with a hostile 



Russia, deeper reflection is needed on whether we should maintain a friendlier attitude 

with China until absolutely necessary not to. 

 

  



How female athletes are pushing for a level playing field 
 

CNN, September 6, 2021, by Carolyn Manno 

 

A viral video of the makeshift weight rooms at this year's NCAA March Madness 

tournament, posted by University of Oregon's Sedona Prince, gained national attention 

for encapsulating the gender disparity that exists between men's and women's sports. 

The dumbbells -- or lack thereof -- represented a heavy truth for female athletes in the 

United States. 

Both the US women's national teams in hockey and soccer have fought for increases 

in wages and equitable treatment, arguing that the value they bring to global events 

like the Olympics and world championships isn't being fairly compensated. In 2017, 

members of the women's hockey team reached a landmark four-year deal with USA 

Hockey after threatening a boycott. 

"It was just like, enough is enough," said Olympic gold medalist and former national 

hockey team captain Meghan Duggan. "We're a generation of women (who) are ready 

to use our voices and stop saying, you know, 'Oh, we should be thankful for what we 

do have.'" 

The US women's national soccer team filed a lawsuit against the US Soccer Federation 

in 2019 alleging that USSF's payment practices amount to federal discrimination by 

paying women less than men "for substantially equal work and by denying them at 

least equal playing, training, and travel conditions; equal promotion of their games; 

equal support and development for their games; and other terms and conditions of 

employment equal to the MNT." 

In April of this year, a federal judge approved a partial settlement between the women's 

team and USSF over better working conditions. The judge dismissed the player's 

claims of unequal pay, and the team appealed that ruling. 

Women on the team, like star forward Alex Morgan, have maintained they've had to 

work harder and execute at a much higher level on the world's stage to make the 

money they have. 

"Our contracts are not apples to apples, they're different," Morgan said. "The benefits 

that we receive are different from the men ... 



"It's really breaking those down line by line and making sure that we have the ability to 

make as much as a man would, given the amount of games we play and the teams we 

play and the success that we've had on the international stage." 

But USSF maintains the women negotiated a contract that provides them more stability 

than the men's team. 

"The women ... wanted a guaranteed salary so they get paid regardless if they play 

and then they have a bonus on top of that if they win," USSF President Cindy Parlow 

Cone, a former USWNT player, told CNN. "The bonuses in the past have been higher 

for the men than the women because the men don't get that guaranteed pay of 

$100,000 a year." 

Parlow Cone stressed that she and USSF are "100% committed to equal pay," but "the 

main challenge is this massive discrepancy in FIFA's World Cup prize money." 

"FIFA awards more money to our men's team for qualifying for the World Cup than our 

women's team gets for winning," Parlow Cone noted. She said USSF has asked the 

men's and women's teams "to get together with US Soccer so we can a find a way to 

equalize (the FIFA World Cup prize money) between the teams." 

Overall, the average salaries of professional female athletes are making small-scale 

gains over time. But the pay gap is still wide. Millions of dollars separate the women 

and men when it comes to average annual salaries in professional hockey and 

basketball. 

Many WNBA players still must play overseas to provide for their families. 

WNBA star Candace Parker says it's not about making a salary equal to the men, but 

ensuring women are given a platform to succeed. 

"I'm a realist. You know, I realize that the WNBA is 25 years young. The NBA has been 

around for 75 years." Parker says. "I understand that just because LeBron makes $90 

million a year, it doesn't (mean I should). 

"But it's the perception of what women athletes are, in the sense that they cannot sell 

... 

"We're seeing now that women athletes are able to point to their social media following 

and are really honestly able to monetize that." 

Parker is not the only prominent female athlete or executive to point to corporate 

investment as the area that can have a tangible effect on closing the pay gap. 

Diversity in the business sector is a key to the push for equal pay in sports, coaching 

legend Muffet McGraw says. 



"We need to hire more women at the administrative level, we need to hire them to be 

leaders of companies, so that we can change the discrimination that exists and the 

pay," said the former Notre Dame women's basketball coach. "When you sit in a room 

and you have all white men on a board doing the hiring, they're going to hire people 

who look like them. We need to get more women in there so we can get a more diverse 

culture." 

WNBA commissioner Cathy Engelbert has an acute understanding of the impact that 

the C-suite can have on women's sports. Engelbert was the first female CEO of Deloitte 

before joining the league in 2019. 

"It is important to make sure there's investment, and that it's viewed as investment in 

women's sports, to drive the economic model so we can pay the players more, give 

them better benefits and better travel," she said. 

"If 85% of all consumer purchasing decisions are made or influenced by women, and 

you're a women's professional sports team that skews more toward women fans, you 

just have to get the narrative right so that companies can see the value of supporting 

women's professional sports." 

In 2020 for example, Engelbert said WNBA viewership was up 68% over a crowded 

sports landscape. She believes that comes with exposure on larger networks, coupled 

with a commitment to storytelling and building the narratives of household names. 

Social media platforms for young women are also a transformative tool. Now more than 

ever, young women are speaking up when they see gender inequity. 

And there have been some positive signs. At the end of last month, Michelob Ultra 

committed $100 million to marketing women's sports over the next five years. 

And AIG set a new benchmark in the LPGA with a total payout of $5.8 million for the 

tournament they sponsor. 

One of the titans of gender equity, Billie Jean King, summed up what so many women 

in sports feel: 

"As a girl growing up, I was always taught to be so grateful for the crumbs. Women are 

taught that. No more. We are only going to be happy with the cake, the icing and the 

cherry on top. We deserve it, and we're going to go for it. No more being happy with 

the crumbs." 

 

 



Brittany Bowe becomes the first out athlete to earn a spot on Team USA for 
Winter Olympics 
 

https://www.lgbtqnation.com, January 8, 2022, by Juwan Holmes 

 

Although the United States government has enacted a diplomatic boycott of China, 

and the Omicron variant is continuing to draw out the coronavirus pandemic, athletes 

are still competing in the 2022 Winter Olympics being held in Beijing next month. Ice 

skater Brittany Bowe has become the first out athlete to earn a roster spot to compete 

in one of the competition’s 109 scheduled events for the United States. 

 

Bowe qualified for the 1000-meter ice speed skating with a time of 1:13.63 during trials 

this week — not only first among all competitors, but just seconds behind the world 

record she set in the event in 2019, at a time of 1:11.61. 

 

“It’s always fun to get a track record, and with the track record being mine, to say I 

went fastest in this building than I ever have in my life is a pretty big confidence booster 

going into Beijing,” Bowe said after the trials, according to NBC Sports. 

 

Bowe, 33, holds a bronze medal in the same event from the 2018 Olympics in South 

Korea, a gold medal from the Pan American Games, four gold medals form the Speed 

Skating Championships, and eight gold medals from Women’s World Championships 

in inline speed skating. 

 

She has done nothing to hide her sexual orientation. In 2017, she talked with NBC 

about dating Dutch speed skater Manon Kamminga. She was the only publicly out 

LGBTQ woman on Team USA at the time she qualified for the 2018 Olympics, and one 

of only 15 out Olympians at the Games’ conclusion, according to Outsports. At the 

2020 Olympics held last year, there were 182 out LGBTQ athletes. Multiple out athletes 

outside of Bowe have already qualified for Beijing. 

 

Multiple human rights activists and advocacy groups are against holding the upcoming 

Olympics and other sports events in anti-LGBTQ areas or countries with questionable 



human rights records. This also includes and the FIFA World Cup scheduled to be held 

in Qatar later this year and the Gay Games scheduled to be held in Hong Kong in 2023. 

 

At the Summer Olympics held last year in Tokyo, the United States finished with the 

most medals in the end, but “Team LGBTQ,” as the out athletes competing have been 

dubbed, earned 56 medals between them. That would have put them in sixth as an 

official Olympic Team. 

 

More out athletes competed at the Games in Tokyo than in any other previous 

Olympics. Team LGBTQ also had more athletes competing in the Games than 190 of 

the 206 participating Olympic squads — 205 from different countries or independently-

participating territories (such as Puerto Rico and American Samoa), and one team 

made of refugee athletes. 

 

According to Outsports, their 56 medals are more than any country or state that still 

criminalizes homosexuality, including Kenya, Jamaica, and Iran combined. 

 

182 different LGBTQ athletes made an Olympics team, representing 30 different 

countries in 34 of the 46 sports. All in all, they earned 56 medals between them, which 

would put them in sixth as an official Olympic Team. 

 

That means Team LGBTQ had more medals than 200 Olympic squads that went to 

Tokyo. That was despite the exclusion of several out athletes from certain sports that 

excluded several athletes that largely excluded gender diverse athletes or those with 

differences in sex development (DSD). 

 

In November, the International Olympic Committee released new guidelines for 

transgender participation in their sports that activists and athletes alike are hailing as 

a massive victory for trans equality. 

 

Those principles – developed after two years of consultations with over 250 athletes 

and other “concerned stakeholders” – include inclusion, prevention of harm, non-

discrimination, right to privacy, and – perhaps most notably – no presumption of 

advantage. However, they are not binding across the entire Olympic body. 



 

“No athlete should be precluded from competing or excluded from competition on the 

exclusive ground of an unverified, alleged, or perceived unfair competitive advantage 

due to their sex variations, physical appearance and/or transgender status,” it says, 

adding that no athlete should be deemed as having an unfair advantage unless “robust 

and peer reviewed research” finds otherwise. 

  



Sport’s trans issue is here to stay. But at last, the debate is starting to change 
 
The Guardian, December 12, 2021, by Sean Ingle 

 

Swimming is the latest sport to become embroiled in discord but there are some signs 

of courteous, informed discussion too 

 

It is funny how times change. The Guardian has obtained a letter, written in 2003 by 

Dr Richard Budgett, in which he discusses the consequences of trans women 

competing in women’s sport. Responding to a government inquiry, Budgett, then at the 

British Olympic Association, states: “The effect of allowing male transsexuals to 

compete as women would be to make competition unfair and potentially dangerous in 

some sports and would undermine women’s sports.” 

 

This would have been an interesting answer at the time. It is even more so now. Society 

has shifted. Language has changed. Budgett is now medical and scientific director at 

the International Olympic Committee. And his views, according to IOC sources, have 

evolved – particularly when it comes to finding ways to balance the need for inclusion 

and fairness in sport. A controversial new IOC framework, drawn up in part by Budgett, 

adopts a strikingly different stance. While stressing that men’s and women’s 

competition should be “fair and safe”, it also tells sports that, “until evidence determines 

otherwise”, trans athletes “should not be deemed to have an unfair or disproportionate 

competitive advantage”. 

 

Yet the ink had barely dried on that framework document when the US college 

swimmer Lia Thomas caused a fresh splash in the debate. For her first three years at 

the University of Pennsylvania the 22-year-old swam as a male competitor, making six 

Ivy League swimming finals though not setting the world alight. But in the past month, 

competing as a trans woman after taking hormone replacement therapy to lower her 

testosterone, she has swum the fastest 200- and 500-yard times in the US this year. 

 

That, though, tells only half the story. Thomas’s 200-yard time of 1:41:93 ranks as the 

17th fastest of all time – less than three seconds off the five-time Olympic medallist 

Missy Franklin’s US record of 1:39:10. Meanwhile her 500-yard time of 4:34:06 puts 



her 21st in history and within striking distance of a record set by Katie Ledecky, who is 

widely regarded as the greatest female swimmer in the sport’s history. 

 

All roads now lead to the NCAA championships in March, where Thomas could 

become swimming’s first transgender All-American champion. It will be a significant 

moment for sport – and for Thomas, who last week stressed how important it was for 

her to swim as her “authentic self” and praised the IOC for “promoting inclusivity while 

keeping competition integrity going”. 

 

Others, though, are less happy. According to reports, Thomas’s teammates were “in 

tears” with one explaining: “They feel so discouraged because no matter how much 

work they put in it, they’re going to lose.” Meanwhile Swimming World magazine’s John 

Lohn said he was uneasy that Ledecky’s record was under threat. “Simply, she is an 

icon who changed what was perceived to be attainable,” he wrote. “The fact that 

Thomas could break the record of such a once-in-a-generation athlete confirms the 

biological advantages she possesses, and their power,.” 

 

Thomas’s surge to the top of the rankings also poses questions of the IOC and NCAA. 

Remember the female category exists because the performance gap between elite 

men and elite women is so stark. It starts at around 10%-13% for running and 

swimming and rises thereafter. That is why most sports require trans women to 

suppress their testosterone to compete in the female category. 

 

Recent studies, though, suggest that significant strength and muscular advantages 

remain even after hormone therapy. Thomas’s performances appear to back that up. 

Before transitioning, she was not a serious challenge to male records but is now 

swimming only 2.6% slower than the current 200-yard female record. It means, as the 

developmental biologist Dr Emma Hilton points out, Thomas has gained a significant 

ranking advantage from switching category. 

 

Is this unfair? In 2003 Budgett thought so. As he put it in his letter: “The BOA believes 

the effect of allowing transsexuals to compete in their acquired sex would be to make 

competition unfair for women. The physique determined by two or more decades of life 



as a male would not be significantly changed (in the case of male to female 

transsexuals) which would eradicate the concept of a level playing field.” 

 

Some will argue that sport is never truly fair, that Michael Phelps’s big wingspan gave 

him genetic advantages too. But male puberty provides such a categorical advantage 

– in terms of muscle mass, strength, lean body mass and bone density – that it far 

exceeds the advantage of a few centimetres in arm length. 

 

No magic bullet, no one-size-fits-all policy can satisfy all sides. The issue involves 

competing rights and strong emotions. Worryingly a recent UK Sports Councils 

Equality Group report also found that women in sport were told to keep quiet by their 

national governing bodies and feared abuse on social media if they voiced their 

opinions. 

 

Yet perhaps times are changing. At the Sport Resolutions dispute resolution service 

last week several experts were able to discuss openly and courteously what sports 

should do next. It made for fascinating listening. For David Grevemberg, of the Centre 

for Sport and Human Rights, inclusion mattered most. And if sport had to radically 

change, then it should. “Are there ways, that are not infringing on human rights, to 

create a level playing field?” he asked. “Are there other conditions that we can create 

– for example staggered starts in the 100m? Or delayed starts?” 

  



American figure skater may be Winter Olympics' first openly nonbinary 
competitor 
 

www.thehill.com, January 6, 2022, by Brooke Migdon 

 

Timothy LeDuc is close to clinching a spot on Team USA for the 2022 Winter Olympics 

in Beijing, but they said they have not always felt welcome in their sport. 

 

When American figure skater Timothy LeDuc takes the ice on Thursday, they could 

make history in becoming the first nonbinary person to compete in the Winter Olympics. 

 

LeDuc, along with their skating partner Ashley Cain-Gribble, will be competing in the 

U.S. Figure Skating Championships in the hopes of securing a spot on Team USA and 

a ticket to the Winter Games in February in Beijing. 

 

But despite LeDuc’s success on the ice, navigating a gendered sport like figure skating 

can be complex for a competitor who “exists and really thrives outside of the binary,” 

they said. 

 

“There are going to be the people that don’t understand it or would be very quick to 

push me back into the box of, you know, they look at me, they see that I have a beard 

or they look at maybe my physical characteristics and say, ‘You’re a boy; act like a 

boy. What are you doing?’” they said in a recent interview on the podcast “My New 

Favorite Olympian.” 

 

Recalling a prior competition, LeDuc said one of their coaches had pulled them aside 

and said, “Timothy, go out and show them how masculine you are. That’s how you will 

win.” 

 

Cain-Gribble on the podcast said that she and LeDuc “never wanted to be what was 

looked at as the traditional team.” 

 

“They always had the storyline of the male is super masculine and strong and always 

just to come in and save the girl who is a wilted little flower and is weak, or it was a full-



on love story, where obviously a male and a female fall in love with each other,” she 

said. 

 

Cain-Gribble, 26, can empathize with LeDuc’s struggle to fit in. Standing at 5 feet, 6 

inches tall, she’s roughly half a foot taller than most other female figure skaters and 

has been told her body type wouldn’t allow her to be successful in the sport. 

 

“I don’t think Ashley was really ever interested in being the fragile girl,” LeDuc said. 

“She’s such a powerful, amazing athlete. So for her, when I kind of came to her and 

said, ‘You know, I don’t really want to do this romantic style. It doesn’t really seem like 

us,’ she was like, ‘Heck yeah, I’m good with that.’” 

 

LeDuc, who came out as nonbinary at 28, joins a growing list of nonbinary professional 

athletes. Layshia Clarendon is the WNBA’s first openly nonbinary and transgender 

player, and Rachel McBride in 2020 came out publicly as the first nonbinary 

professional triathlete.  

 

At the Olympic level, the Canadian soccer player Quinn became the first openly 

nonbinary and transgender athlete to win a medal during the Summer Games in 

August, and the nonbinary American skateboarder Alana Smith competed in the 

women’s street event. 

 

A record-breaking 186 openly LGBTQ+ athletes competed at the Summer Games, 

according to Outsports, and brought home 33 medals. 

 

Cyd Zeigler, co-founder of Outsports, told NBC News that, though teams for the 

upcoming Winter Games are still in the process of being named, he believes the total 

will more than double that of the last Winter Games in 2018, when 15 openly LGBTQ+ 

athletes competed. 

 

  



Mixed reception for new guidelines on transgender inclusion in sport 
 
The Guardian, September 30, 2021, by Sean Ingle 

 

The new transgender inclusion guidelines for sport in Britain have been broadly 

welcomed by a number of sports and women’s organisations, including Women in 

Sport. However they have also faced criticism from LGBT+ groups, such as Pride 

Sports and Stonewall. 

 

The Guardian revealed on Wednesday that the five sports councils in the UK – which 

invest hundreds of millions of pounds in sport every year – had concluded there was 

no magic solution that balances the inclusion of trans women in female sport while 

guaranteeing competitive fairness and safety. That, says the new guidance, is because 

the latest science “makes clear” that trans women retain significant physique, stamina 

and strength advantages, even when they reduce testosterone levels. 

 

The guidance concludes by suggesting to sports that they will have to prioritise 

between trans inclusion and fairness – while also urging them to come up with “fresh 

ways” to be inclusive. 

 

Those principles were strongly supported by British Triathlon. In a statement, the 

organisation, which won three medals at the Tokyo Olympics, said it “welcomes the 

new guidance, which was robustly researched, with data collected from over 300 

respondents representing 175 organisations”. 

 

British Triathlon’s chief executive, Andy Salmon, added: “We will now take some time 

to digest and work out how it can be utilised to take further steps to make swim, bike, 

run as inclusive as possible whilst protecting the concepts of fairness and safety.” 

 

UK Athletics and the Rugby Football League also said they welcomed the new 

guidance. “This is a very important topic for all sports and has implications for rugby 

league at all levels,” added Dave Rotheram, the RFL’s chief on-field officer. 

 



“There are significant points made in the guiding principles about the importance of 

ensuring fairness and prioritising player safety, and also the difficulty and sensitivity of 

these issues. We are committed to making rugby league as inclusive as possible, while 

also remaining mindful of the importance of fairness to, and the safety of, all 

participants.” 

 

Women in Sport, a charity set up in 1984, issued a nuanced statement which reflected 

on the difficulties of policy in this area before urging sports not to avoid difficult 

decisions. 

 

“For those organising sport, difficult decisions lie ahead, but they must not avoid them, 

because they matter,” it said. “For a long time, the complexities of this issue and the 

implications for women’s sport seem not to have been properly considered. The 

evidence is increasingly suggesting that the approach of simply measuring 

testosterone levels in the blood is not taking into account the full breadth of biological 

differences between people who have gone through male versus female puberty. 

 

“Debate, whether within organisations, in the media or on social media, does have a 

place in sport and in wider society. Unfortunately, the debate on transgender women’s 

inclusion in sport has not always been based on science, it has often excluded women 

– whether natal or transgender – and on occasion it has been far from respectful. 

 

“Global sporting organisations and national governing bodies must listen to the voices 

of both natal and transgender women and map out a path, based on science, that 

better appreciates the complexities involved.” 

 

LGBT+ groups, however, have been critical of the new guidelines. Pride Sports warned 

that a high number of trans people already feel excluded from particular sports. 

“Finding ways to improve this situation should be the priority for new trans guidance, 

and we are deeply disappointed that the review does not do this,” it said. 

 

“Instead, it is our belief that it will impact negatively on inclusion for trans people in 

sport and could result in trans people who are already playing sport being forcibly 



stopped, and inclusive sport opportunities being reduced. The guidance is in danger of 

closing down rather than opening up sport to everyone. 

 

“We also believe the new guidance presents a false dichotomy of inclusion and fairness 

and faces NGBs [national governing bodies] and SGBs [Scottish governing bodies] 

with a choice between the two.” 

 

Robbie de Santos, the director of communications at Stonewall, also condemned the 

report. “It is extremely harmful for this guidance to suggest that there is an inherent 

conflict between inclusion, fairness and safety, when in reality, the three go hand in 

hand,” he said. 

 

“The truth is that trans women are already participating in sports, without any evidence 

that they are disproportionately succeeding in competitive sport or posing safety risks 

– which this guidance fails to properly reflect in its use of data. 

 

“The beauty of sport is that it is for everyone, and this guidance moves us away from 

that core principle, by creating confusing, unnecessary distinctions for sporting bodies 

to navigate.” 

 

The report from the sports councils’ equality group was not welcomed by all sports 

bodies, with the British Kickboxing Council being a dissenting voice. “It is NOT 

mandatory for NGBs,” it said in a statement. “Trans people have every right to 

participate in sport at ALL levels without discrimination and we will continue to follow 

our current policy, which maintains a fair and unbiased approach.” 

 

  



Black athletes found their voice in 2020. They should use it to promote vaccines. 
 

The Washington Post, September 30, 2021, by Kevin Blackistone 

 

On the eve of what would be the raging ardor of the 2020 George Floyd summer, 

Bradley Beal grabbed a megaphone and led a march from the basketball arena in 

Southeast D.C. where his Wizards practice to the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial. It 

was June 19, or Juneteenth, as so many learned since. It was the day marking the 

symbolic end to slavery in this country, which a year later was elevated to a national 

holiday. 

Beal was joined by other athletes, such as his then-teammate John Wall and Mystics 

star Natasha Cloud, in leading a throng of demonstrators to honor the liberation of 

enslaved Africans and to support the Black Lives Matter campaign against police 

lethality. 

At the memorial, they read the names of Black people summarily executed by police. 

Sadly, if they protested today, they could add to their recitation of the names. Since 

then, more people of color have been killed unnecessarily and disproportionately — 

not just by police but instead by the coronavirus. Because they shunned the idea of 

getting a vaccine. 

Getting a coronavirus vaccine isn’t a personal issue, as a few athletes such as Beal, 

who said he isn’t vaccinated, and LeBron James, who said he is, have asserted, 

parroting intellectually dishonest reasoning from the anti-vaxxing fringe. Vaccinations, 

rather, are a public concern, which is why the NBA announced Wednesday that any 

player shirking vaccination mandates in cities the league plays in will not be paid for 

missing those games. 

As for Beal and James and for the people for whom they stood up so fearlessly, publicly 

and admirably since Floyd’s death — and in James’s case, since Trayvon Martin’s 

murder — they should understand that getting a vaccine is even something more. It is 

a response to another life-or-death problem on the platform of social justice they 

climbed upon and where they vowed to stay. 

As David Baker of the Joint Commission, the United States’ largest health care 

accrediting agency, observed succinctly on the JAMA Network in June: “The burden of 

covid-19 in the United States has fallen disproportionately on Black and 

Hispanic/Latino individuals. The rate of covid-19 infections is approximately 10 percent 



higher among Black individuals and 30 percent higher among Hispanic/Latino 

individuals compared with White non-Hispanic individuals. The higher incidences may 

be substantially underestimated because these same communities often lacked 

access to coronavirus testing, leaving many cases uncounted. The differences in 

hospitalization are even more substantial, with Black and Hispanic/Latino individuals 

being approximately threefold more likely to be hospitalized with covid-19 than White 

non-Hispanic individuals. Finally, mortality risk is 1.9-fold higher for Black individuals 

and 2.3-fold higher for Hispanic/Latino individuals compared with White non-Hispanic 

individuals.” 

Yet just two weeks ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported that 

“. . . of people who had received at least one dose of the vaccine . . . [just] 10 percent 

were Black, 17 percent were Hispanic.” And the vast majority of deaths and 

hospitalizations from covid in the country now are of the unvaccinated, just as they are 

here in the D.C. area, where Beal plies his trade. 

In short, people of color are leaving themselves in danger. The best way they can 

protect themselves is through a vaccine. Not doing so is to be complicit in getting sick 

and maintaining another racial disparity in a country with too many. 

The NBA stopped short of mandating vaccines for its athletes. I wish it had, as I have 

promoted of the NFL, other leagues and even college athletics. I think such orders 

could force the hand of parts of the country where public officials are refusing measures 

to stop covid’s spread but love sports so much that the threat of losing them might 

bring them in line. 

But the leagues can mandate vaccines only in agreement with their players’ unions. 

And while the NBA players’ union, like all pro sports players’ unions, support vaccines 

either through statement or action — players in all leagues are vaccinated above 90 

percent, with baseball at just 85 percent — none are willing to support a mandate. For 

one reason, so few of their members have balked. For another, as one sport’s union 

boss told me, they don’t want to spend time and resources defending an argument that 

would give more oxygen to the dangerous disinformation campaign of the anti-vaxxing 

corner. To be sure, the reactionary milksop Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas), who has railed 

against mandated coronavirus mitigation measures as some sort of threat to freedom, 

quickly championed Beal and other Black NBA players for their vaccine hesitancy and 

refusal. They are among the same group of players he lambasted for using the flag 

and national anthem as a backdrop for protests. 



I wish we in the media could pay less attention to the tiny minority saying the wrong 

things and underscore the vast majority doing the right thing. This whole affair 

reminded me of the reaction from NBA players when onetime role player John Amaechi 

revealed he was playing as a gay man. Most NBA players, when asked about his 

revelation, shrugged their shoulders or, like Grant Hill, offered a particularly intelligent 

response. But what we served the public in gobs was Tim Hardaway’s imbecilic 

denouncement of gay men. Hardaway eventually apologized and said he learned to 

support LGBTQ neighbors. 

Now we again are spotlighting those who are misinformed or disinformed. This isn’t a 

21st century recreation of the Tuskegee experiment, in which Black men were 

intentionally left infected with syphilis and denied the medicine to save them. This is a 

case of a medicine available free to people who look like Beal, Kyrie Irving, Andrew 

Wiggins and other Black stars. They should take it to stop disproportionate suffering 

from a contagious disease among us. I hope that Beal, Irving and other NBA players 

who have been outspoken about the worth of Black lives and not shy about voicing 

their doubts about the efficacy or need for coronavirus vaccines learn the error of their 

ways as Hardaway did. 

And quickly. Time is of the essence here. 

After all, coronavirus vaccinations are a free solution to distribute a benefit more 

equitably in our society that can help eliminate an inequitably distributed burden. That’s 

a near definition of social justice. 

 

 

 

  



A transgender college swimmer is shattering records, sparking a debate over 
fairness 
 

The Washington Post, by Rick Maese, January 10, 2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Wearing a blue swim cap, Lia Thomas dived into the pool and 

sprinted ahead to the first turn. The University of Pennsylvania swimmer had already 

pushed through weeks of attention, online criticism and scientific debate, so nothing 

was slowing her down Saturday at Sheerr Pool in the final home meet of a collegiate 

career that had been completely unremarkable until exploding into the latest flash point 

in an ongoing culture war. 

The 22-year-old zipped past her competitors from Yale and Dartmouth and was again 

first to the wall. It looked effortless, providing more proof that she’s among the best 

female college swimmers in the country — and more evidence that her detractors will 

use to say she doesn’t belong in the pool. 

For three years, Thomas had competed for the men’s swimming team at Penn. After 

undergoing more than two years of hormone replacement therapy, the transgender 

woman now competes for the school’s women’s team, and her fast times have sparked 

a debate from the starting blocks to online message boards to cable news networks. 

Thomas has shattered school records and has posted the fastest times of any female 

college swimmer in two events this season. She’ll probably be a favorite at the NCAA 

championships in March, even as people inside and outside the sport debate her place 

on the pool deck. 

Her success has sent waves of controversy across the swimming world, too. Parents 

of other Penn swimmers sent a letter to the NCAA and the school last month 

expressing concern about the rules that allow Thomas to compete against women and 

the precedent she is setting, which the parents called a “direct threat to female athletes 

in every sport.” 

“All you expect is a fair chance,” one parent said in a recent interview, speaking on the 

condition of anonymity to protect her daughter’s privacy. (Her daughter and other Penn 

swimmers, including Thomas, were not made available for interviews.) “There is no 

chance this year. They train hard but know that they cannot beat Lia.” 

Classifying transgender athletes has amounted to a delicate balancing act for officials 

in several sports, a tug-of-war of sorts between inclusivity and fairness. The NCAA’s 



transgender athlete policy allows transgender women to compete in women’s events 

after completing a full year of testosterone suppression treatment. Thomas has been 

undergoing treatment for the past 2½ years and says it has depleted her of the strength 

and speed she had when competing for the men’s team. 

But some researchers say Thomas’s times show one year of treatment isn’t necessarily 

enough to level the playing field, and detractors say her continued participation is unfair 

to the other swimmers. 

Since she obliterated two school records and posted nation-leading times at a meet 

last month, Thomas has garnered attention from across the swimming community and 

right-wing media. Credentialed media at Saturday’s meet included Fox News, 

Newsweek, the Daily Mail and ESPN. Tennis icons Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert 

have publicly said Thomas has no business competing in women’s swimming, as has 

Olympian Erika Brown, who said last month it’s “time to start standing up for women’s 

sports.” 

“A few years of testosterone blockers and estrogen doesn’t change the fact that she 

will have more powerful muscles, a larger heart and greater lung capacity [than] a 

biological woman,” Brown, who won two relay medals at the Tokyo Games last 

summer, wrote in an Instagram story post. 

Last week, both Penn and the Ivy League issued statements supporting Thomas. The 

school said it is “committed to being a welcoming and inclusive environment for all our 

student-athletes, coaches and staff,” while the conference expressed an “unwavering 

commitment to providing an inclusive environment for all student-athletes while 

condemning transphobia and discrimination in any form.” 

Nancy Hogshead-Makar, chief executive of Champion Women, a women’s sports 

advocacy organization, said concerns around Thomas’s spot on the women’s team 

aren’t rooted in transphobia or discrimination. Hogshead-Makar’s issues are with the 

rule book that allows Thomas to compete in women’s sports and with sports officials 

whom the advocate argues are putting Thomas’s competitors at a disadvantage. 

“This topic is very uncomfortable for people. They don’t understand it, and so they took 

the lazy way out,” said Hogshead-Makar, who won four swimming medals at the 1984 

Los Angeles Olympics. “The lazy way out is saying, ‘Put them in the women’s 

category.’ 

“To blow up the women’s category is just not the answer. This makes the women’s 

category meaningless.” 



 

‘Nowhere close’ 

 

Thomas began swimming at 5 and eventually spent three years competing for the 

men’s team at Penn. She realized in the summer of 2018 that she was transgender, 

she has said, which cast uncertainty on her swimming career. Thomas continued 

competing on the men’s team even after beginning hormone replacement therapy in 

May 2019. 

That fall, she came out to her teammates but remained on the men’s team as she 

transitioned, she said during an appearance on a SwimSwam podcast last month. 

“It was a very awkward experience of basically being a woman competing in a men’s 

meet,” she said. 

In summer 2020, Thomas began submitting medical paperwork and doctors’ notes to 

the NCAA, which cleared her to compete as a woman. After the coronavirus pandemic 

wiped out the 2020-21 swim season, Thomas returned to Penn last fall as a member 

of the women’s team. 

She said the spironolactone treatment resulted in muscle loss and she has been 

unable to replicate her previous training and race times. 

“I have to readjust my goals and what I think of as a good time or a good pace to hold 

in practice,” she said on the podcast. “Times and paces I held in meets before, I’m 

often nowhere close to now.” 

While her times haven’t matched what she posted as a member of the men’s team, 

they’ve been significantly better than what most female swimmers manage. 

Her fastest 200-yard freestyle time before this year was 1 minute 39.31 seconds. This 

season, she posted a 1:41.93, a 2.6 percent drop. That’s the fastest time by any female 

college swimmer this year, 0.64 seconds faster than Olympian Torri Huske. Thomas 

also has posted the nation’s best 500-yard freestyle time this season at 4:34.06, nearly 

three seconds faster than Olympian Brooke Forde. 

Researchers from the Mayo Clinic, Duke University and Marquette University recently 

studied Thomas’s times from before and after she transitioned. They found her recent 

times were about 5 percent slower across all distances, according to an article they 

published. The gender gap between elite college and international swimmers is 10 to 

15 percent for shorter distances and 7 to 10 percent for longer ones, they wrote. 



“Everybody wants to maximize each individual’s opportunity to participate and be as 

inclusive as possible,” one of the researchers, Michael Joyner, a physiologist at the 

Mayo Clinic, said in an interview. “But how do you balance that inclusion at the 

individual level with the fairness to the entire field? That’s really the split-the-baby 

question.” 

Joyner, who has spent his career studying human performance, notes that elite male 

and female swimmers start to diverge around ages 11 and 12 as boys hit puberty and 

testosterone levels begin to spike. He said Thomas’s times might be illustrating that 

taking suppressants doesn’t negate the hormonal impact of puberty. 

“The thing you have to ask yourself is, ‘To what extent are there potential legacy effects 

of testosterone?’ ” he said. 

 

A decade-old policy 

 

The NCAA issued a 38-page handbook in 2011 to outline its stance on transgender 

athletes, saying that “any strength and endurance advantages a transgender woman 

arguably may have as a result of her prior testosterone levels dissipate after about one 

year of estrogen or testosterone-suppression therapy.” 

The NCAA did not respond to a request for comment last week, but in a video posted 

in April, LaGwyn Durden, the organization’s director of sports medicine, said this is a 

complex issue and noted the science is far from definitive. 

“The science/medical community really hasn’t reached a consensus on testosterone 

threshold,” she said. “We don’t have a definitive answer about that. If there is a 

threshold, what should that threshold be? That’s one piece that really makes this 

problematic when we’re trying to make policy.” 

Others dismiss the idea that Thomas unfairly benefits from biological advantages. 

Before transitioning, she consulted with Schuyler Bailar, a former Harvard athlete and 

the first openly trans swimmer to compete in Division I. Bailar says biodiversity is an 

innate part of sports and many great athletes benefit from certain biological or genetic 

gifts. 

“Lia is a great athlete because she is a great athlete and has worked hard for 17 years 

to be great at something she loves,” Bailar recently posted on social media. “The belief 

that all [people assigned male at birth] are better at sports is rooted in the sexist belief 

that boys are, by default, better at sports than girls, which is false.” 



There have been a handful of transgender college athletes before Thomas, and many 

made headlines simply by transitioning and continuing to compete. Sports, for many, 

are core to their identity — both before and after transitioning. As Thomas said on the 

podcast, she’s able to “continue to do the sport I love as my authentic self.” 

“That experience in swimming,” she said, “and being in a swimsuit 20 hours a week 

has helped me accept my body as it is and being proud and comfortable in my body 

and who I am.” 

The transgender college athletes who came before Thomas haven’t challenged 

records or put themselves in position to hoist championship trophies. While her recent 

success quickly exploded into a cultural debate for some, many in the swim world are 

focused on the competitors chasing her to the final wall. 

“For me, fairness is the most important thing. I think the NCAA policy issued in 2011 

was not really based much on scientific knowledge,” said the parent. “So this is all 

about the rules. It’s not really about Lia. She followed the rules.” 

Parents say several Penn swimmers have shared their concerns with the coaches but 

the school has continuously voiced its support for Thomas. 

No coaches or swimmers were made available to reporters at Saturday’s meet. 

Thomas said on the podcast last month that her team has been nothing but supportive 

this season and she tries to avoid any chatter from outside the Penn program. 

“I don’t engage with it,” she said. “It’s not healthy for me to read it or engage with it at 

all.” 

 

 

 

 

A cold reception 

 

Despite freezing temperatures, two women shouted into bullhorns and waved signs 

near the entrance to Sheerr Pool on Saturday afternoon. “Stand up 4 women,” one 

sign read. 

“Come on, Penn, we know you’re cheating,” one of the protesters shouted. “This is not 

fair; this is not sport. It is that simple. Males and females are different.” 



Inside the building, the bleachers were only half-full as coronavirus restrictions closed 

the meet to all but select family members and supporters. The swimmers themselves 

provided the energy, circling the pool and cheering on teammates. 

By now, Thomas has grown accustomed to finishing first, and Saturday’s meet was no 

different. In the 200 free she posted a winning time of 1:48.73, nearly two seconds 

ahead of the next-fastest swimmer. Later, in the 500, she finished in 4:57.20, nearly 

1½ seconds ahead of the field but more than 23 seconds off her season-best time from 

last month. 

Thomas also lost a pair of races: the 100 free and the 4x100 freestyle relay. She 

finished sixth in the short sprint, nearly three seconds behind Yale’s Izzi Henig, and 

then found herself struggling to chase down Henig’s Bulldogs in the anchor leg of the 

relay. 

Henig is a transgender male on the Yale squad but has put off hormone therapy for 

now and continues to compete on the school’s women’s team. 

Though Thomas’s times Saturday were well off her season-best marks, they probably 

won’t quiet any dissent. 

Along with Navratilova, Hogshead-Makar is part of the Women’s Sports Policy Working 

Group, an advocacy organization that says it’s trying to affirm girls’ and women’s sports 

“while including transgender athletes.” 

While she says transgender women who’ve never experienced male puberty should 

be permitted to compete against women, Hogshead-Maker says it’s possible there are 

enough transgender athletes in some sports to merit a wholly new competitive 

category. 

Roger Pielke Jr., director of the Sports Governance Center at the University of 

Colorado, noted that sports organizations have always grappled with complicated 

classifications, from disabled athletes to competitors switching nationalities. He noted 

that international soccer players are “cap-tied” and at the elite level cannot compete 

for one country and then change nationalities and compete for another. 

“This would make sense for gender as well,” he said. “If an athlete competes in 

men/women categories, [he or she] would no longer be eligible to change categories. 

“Just like in Paralympic classification, science does not make these decisions for us, 

but science can certainly help to inform our decisions,” Pielke added. “Ultimately, 

classification decisions reflect our values, who we are and what we want sport and the 

society of which it is a part to be.” 



  



Novak Djokovic fought the public good — and won. That’s bad news for all of 
us. 
The Washington Post, by Kevin Blackistone, January 12, 2022 

 

Time was, you couldn’t get into Australia — even if you were Australian. 

As this pandemic enveloped the world, Australia, seemingly already isolated by its 

island status and distance from just about anywhere, shuttered its borders and locked 

down its citizens. Even Australians who lived or were traveling abroad weren’t allowed 

to return home. 

“Covid Zero,” the Australian government called its coronavirus strategy. “Fortress 

Australia,” Australians, who live for the out of doors, nicknamed their suddenly 

sheltered country. 

But for the better part of two years, it worked. In the southeastern state of Victoria, for 

example, where a million more people live in the city of Melbourne than in Los Angeles, 

86 consecutive days went by without an infection — not a single one — being recorded, 

let alone a hospitalization or death. 

That may explain why Australia was slow to jump in the vaccination parade. But once 

it did, it did so mostly without consternation. It recently reported that 92 percent of its 

citizens eligible for vaccination had received it. That’s one of the highest rates in the 

world. 

So the federal government decreed, as it gradually opened its gates again to the rest 

of the world, that any visitors would have to be similarly protected against the virus or 

qualify for one of its exemptions. 

Sports, being sports, often act like rules and ethics are for others. Ironic, given that 

games are governed by all manner of rules that its competitors not only accept and 

abide by but cry foul about when opponents do not. Against that backdrop, I’m not 

surprised that the world’s greatest tennis player, Novak Djokovic from Serbia — who 

has objected to the medical science of vaccines and, in the midst of the covid wildfire 

two summers ago facilitated a party like it was 1999, no mask or social distancing or 

testing — received an exemption to play in the Australian Open this month. Somehow. 

 

It’s a convoluted story stoked in chaos. The tournament, held in Melbourne, decided, 

for whatever reason, to allow some competitors in this year’s tournament to be 

exempted from the government’s vaccination rules for visitors. The tournament 



reviewed 26 blind applications for exemptions and approved only a few, of which 

Djokovic’s was one. 

But upon the top-ranked player’s arrival at Melbourne’s Tullamarine Airport, the 

government detained him for questioning. It questioned his vaccination status. It 

denied his visa. 

“Rules are rules,” Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison declared. “Entry with a visa 

requires double vaccination, or a medical exemption. I am advised that such an 

exemption was not in place, and as a result he is subject to the same rule as anyone 

else.” 

Except, Djokovic wasn’t. 

Djokovic has not revealed his vaccination status, but if he was vaccinated, his 

admission to the Australian Open wouldn’t be an international story. Only whether he 

could win his 21st Grand Slam title would be. 

Instead, we were treated to Djokovic and his lawyers arguing another more recent 

infection absolved him of needing a vaccination to enter Australia. So a judge 

reinstated Djokovic’s visa — all amid protests in the streets in favor of Djokovic’s 

admission and against government regulations. 

On Tuesday, the government appeared to be seeking a way to save face by 

investigating whether Djokovic lied on his entry form. And all of this came upon an 

uptick in virus cases in Victoria that has prompted new isolation orders. 

The damage, of course, is already done. Not to Djokovic, but to governments trying to 

corral and manage this public health catastrophe. Another athlete — such as the NFL’s 

Aaron Rodgers and the NBA’s Kyrie Irving — was all but martyred as a symbol of the 

anti-vaccine movement even though the vast majority of the other athletes in his sport 

are vaccinated. Again, too much oxygen was given to too few in this public concern 

around protecting against a pandemic — something that the vast majority of people in 

Australia, just as here, have decided is worth doing. 

This wasn’t a miraculous outcome any more than was the Brooklyn Nets’ reversal on 

allowing its anti-vaccine star, Irving, to play part-time basketball because his lack of a 

vaccine prohibits him from playing in New York. The Djokovic verdict seems born out 

of as much desperation as the Irving decision. After all, it guaranteed that the defending 

Australian Open champion, chasing the Grand Slam record, would play in Australia. 

For injury reasons, Roger Federer and Serena Williams said they wouldn’t make the 

trip to Melbourne. And Naomi Osaka’s status remains unclear. 



So assuring Djokovic would play was a boon to the flagship event in Melbourne, if not 

the tennis tour overall, just as Irving playing part-time basketball was good for a 

struggling Nets team, for the NBA and for broadcasters who make money showing 

their games. 

It’s too bad Australia didn’t stick to its rules and Victoria didn’t follow suit, given the 

success both realized from being sticklers to safeguards for much of the past two 

years. Those regulations should extend to everyone, athletes and those around them 

included. 

Canada didn’t back down during the height of the first wave of the pandemic. It refused 

to let the NBA’s Toronto Raptors and their opponents travel back and forth across the 

border, in violation of its pandemic precautions, just to play basketball. So when the 

league returned to play in 2020, the Raptors were forced to find a U.S. home away 

from home. They settled in Tampa. 

And when the NHL season resumed in 2020 after a pandemic shutdown, it did so only 

in two Canadian bubbles, in Edmonton and Toronto, because Canada wouldn’t allow 

its seven Canadian-based teams — or the U.S.-based ones — to crisscross the border 

for games. 

Sports get enough concessions. They didn’t deserve this one. 

  



Human rights groups warn of ‘serious issues’ as Qatar World Cup worker jailed 
The Guardian, December 15, 2021, by Sean Ingle 

 

A former World Cup 2022 worker has failed in his appeal against a controversial jail 

sentence in Qatar, which he believes came about because he criticised the Supreme 

Committee for its handling of a migrant workers strike. 

 

The decision to jail Abdullah Ibhais, a former senior World Cup 2022 media manager, 

for three years has sparked fierce condemnation from human rights groups, who say 

that he was coerced into a confession – and a counter-claim from the authorities. 

 

Human Rights Watch and FairSquare say there is no evidence of wrongdoing on 

Ibhais’s part and have also repeatedly criticised Fifa for its unwillingness to intervene 

in his case, saying it has enabled the Qatari authorities. 

 

However Qatar insists Ibhais, who has been on hunger strike for 31 days, was jailed 

for soliciting bribes and not for speaking out against the Supreme Committee, which is 

responsible for organising the 2022 World Cup. 

 

Speaking after the verdict, Nicholas McGeehan, co-director of FairSquare, who has 

spent years investigating human rights in Qatar, said the decision raised serious 

concerns. 

 

“This case goes to the heart of the serious issues with Qatar’s World Cup and every 

day Abdullah Ibhais remains in jail more people will know his name, know what he did 

for the migrant workers who built Qatar’s World Cup, and know the price he has 

apparently paid for that,” he said. 

 

“Did he get a fair trial? Absolutely not. Did Fifa make a call for a fair trial? No, they 

didn’t, which I think is pretty scandalous,” he added. “It was Qatar’s World Cup 

organisers who instigated this prosecution, but it was Fifa’s silence that enabled 

today’s verdict, for which there is no evidence other than a forced confession.” 

 



Qatar’s authorities insist that Ibhais, who was removed from his role in 2019, was 

sentenced on fraud charges relating to a contract to produce social media content for 

the 2022 World Cup. 

 

A Qatari official said: “The court of appeal has upheld its guilty verdict in the case of 

Mr Abdullah Ibhais. He was convicted following the careful examination of an 

abundance of strong and credible evidence against him for soliciting bribes to influence 

the outcome of a state-funded procurement process. This evidence included extensive 

details of the crime – much more than the defendant’s own confession.” 

 

A statement from the Supreme Committee said that Ibhais received his full salary from 

the date of his suspension in November 2019 until August 2020, when he was made 

redundant along with numerous others as part of a budget restructuring exercise. 

 

It also claimed that Ibhais had reapplied to work for it in March 2021 via a third-party 

agency. 

 

“Ibhais’s post-conviction allegations that the SC conspired against him because of his 

views on migrant workers are ludicrous, defamatory, and absolutely false,” it said. “The 

SC’s work culture promotes and encourages staff raising issues and grievances, and 

particularly on the subject in question (worker welfare).” 

 

However human rights groups insist that the Qataris have not been able to present any 

evidence of wrongdoing against Ibhais. 

 

“In contrast, Abdullah claims that he took a stance on workers’ rights internally, he has 

got evidence to support that,” said McGeehan. “He provided us with a very clear 

explanation of what happened in this case, before it went public, and all of that has 

been borne out by the documentation that we have subsequently seen. 

 

“We have seen the court’s judgment. We have seen the fact that the judge refused to 

investigate Abdullah’s allegations of a coerced confession. So when you compare the 

evidence presented by the Supreme Committee and the Qatari authorities on one 



hand, which is essentially none, and the evidence by Abullah, of which there is plenty. 

It leaves the Qataris and Supreme Committee with serious questions to answer.” 

 

A Fifa spokesperson did not respond to questions about its lack of an intervention in 

the case. However in a statement football’s governing body said: “Any person deserves 

a trial that is fair, where due process is observed and respected. 

 

“Fifa has been following the case involving Mr Ibhais and notes the statements from 

the government communications office in Qatar and the Supreme Committee for 

Delivery & Legacy in relation to the court’s decision,” it added. “Fifa will consider 

today’s ruling before making any further comment.” 

  



Games offer chance to promote global ties via sports 
The China Daily, by Adhere Cavince, January 12, 2022 

 

Nearly 3,000 years have elapsed since the idea of Olympic Games was born in ancient 

Greece. 

 

As represented by the later-introduced Olympic symbol of five interlocking rings 

representing the Americas, Asia, Africa, Europe and Australia, the spirit of the 

Olympics has since percolated across the globe－becoming a strong unifying factor in 

our collective human experience. 

 

Espousing the values of excellence, friendship and respect, the Olympic Games have 

become a formidable platform for such things as intercultural exchanges, talent 

cultivation and education. 

 

It is for these reasons that billions of people across the world eagerly await the Beijing 

2022 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games. Years of intense preparations by China 

have crested, with all of the sporting venues, Olympic Village and the media center 

readied months ahead of the Feb 4 opening of the Games. 

 

For the first time in the history of the Olympics, the Games will be powered by green 

energy. This is a major effort to integrate sports with ecological conservation, a smart 

climate action aimed at reducing emissions while setting a precedent for other 

economies. 

 

Staging the Games as scheduled against the backdrop of a global health crisis is no 

small feat. To avoid the pitfalls of the 2020 Tokyo Summer Olympics, which had been 

postponed until last year and during which more than 500 COVID-19 cases were 

associated with the Games, Beijing has established an integrated plan to ensure that 

participants at the Olympics are well-protected against COVID-19. 

 

Besides routine epidemic management practices like regular screening, China is also 

offering vaccines to participants. A closed-loop approach will eliminate interaction 



between the athletes and the general public, and this will also act as a safeguard 

against community transmissions of COVID-19. 

 

Safety is an important consideration for many countries sending athletes to the Games. 

China's enviable track record in containing the spread of COVID-19 therefore makes it 

one of the most qualified nations to host the Games at this time. 

 

China's unyielding efforts to stage a safe, clean and green Olympics event is proving 

crucial to the success of the Games. The International Olympic Committee has 

endorsed the level of preparedness by China, affirming its confidence. 

 

The rising enthusiasm for the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics has doused splinter voices 

keen to leverage geopolitics or ideology to stoke indifference and a possible boycott of 

the Games. Sports events have worked to bridge historical, cultural and even 

ideological divides, bringing people together and creating amity among nations. In the 

history of the modern Olympics, it was only in 1916, 1940 and 1944 that the Games, 

because of the world wars, did not take place. 

 

China has emerged as a strong sporting nation, given its track record in recent 

international sporting events. By hosting the Olympics again, Beijing is demonstrating 

its resolve for international cooperation and putting forward some of the best 

infrastructure aimed at strengthening the spirit and outcome of the Games. 

 

Some teams from around the world are already in China for trial matches. This not only 

promotes the exchange of sports knowledge but also helps the participants acclimate 

to the competition environment. 

 

The Beijing Games will also be an important event to further solidify Sino-African 

cultural exchanges. China has been an important partner in the modernization of 

Africa's sporting infrastructure. The opening of Amaan Stadium in Zanzibar, Tanzania, 

in 1970 marked the first stadium to be built by China on the continent. In Kenya, Moi 

International Sports Centre-Kasarani was also built by China, while Chinese 

enterprises have supported refurbishment of additional facilities in Kenya such as 

Nyayo National Stadium in Nairobi and Kipchoge Keino Stadium in Eldoret. 



 

Across Africa, China has so far funded and built more than 50 sports facilities, and this 

support has significantly contributed to the cultivation and development of sporting 

talent in Africa. 

  



Norway’s radically different approach to sports helped it climb to the top of the 
Olympic podium 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/olympics/article-norways-radically-different-

approach-to-sports-helped-it-climb-to-the/ 

By Paul Waldie, January 21, 2022 

 

When the Winter Olympics start next month in Beijing, there will be plenty of upsets 

and surprises. But there’s one thing you can count on: The country most likely to top 

the medal standings won’t be the United States, Russia or Canada, it will be Norway – 

again. 

 

If you think that’s going out on a limb, consider that Norway has won more Winter 

Olympic medals – 368 – than any other country, including 132 golds. At the last 

Games, in 2018, Norway finished first with a record 39 medals – 10 more than Canada, 

which had its best Games ever and came third, behind Germany. And Norway is 

expected to do even better in China, possibly taking home 45 medals, according to a 

recent forecast from U.S.-based Gracenote Sports. 

 

And if you think this small Nordic country is only good at events on ice and snow, think 

again. Norwegian athletes are among the very best in a host of summer pastimes. 

Casper Ruud is the world No. 8 in tennis, Viktor Hovland is a top 10 golfer, soccer 

player Erling Haaland is considered one of the best young strikers anywhere, and 

Magnus Carlsen has been ranked No. 1 in chess for 11 years. And who can forget one 

of the standout moments from last summer’s Olympics in Tokyo, when Norway’s 

Karsten Warholm smashed his own world record in the 400-metre hurdles, and Jakob 

Ingebrigtsen continued his dominance of middle-distance races by winning the 1,500 

metres? Heck, a Norwegian duo even won gold in men’s beach volleyball. 

 

So how does Norway do it? How can a country of 5.3 million people – roughly one-

third the population of Ontario – produce such a wealth of talent? 

 

It starts with a radically different approach to sports that’s based on a concept known 

as the “Joy of Sport for All.” While Canadians and Americans stream kids who display 

potential into elite teams at an early age, Norway keeps the focus on participation. 



 

Children are encouraged to play as many sports as possible, and costs are kept low 

for parents. Clubs aren’t allowed to keep league standings or even record game scores 

for children under 13, and there are no individual rankings, travelling teams or national 

championships for that age group. It’s all covered in Norway’s “Children’s Rights in 

Sport,” a 12-page document that says “children should receive a positive experience 

every time they participate in sport.” 

 

Promising teenagers can specialize in a chosen event and receive high-calibre 

coaching. But even talented teens often dabble in a variety of sports and remain 

attached to their local club. Warholm didn’t concentrate on the hurdles until he was 20 

and spent years competing in decathlon. 

 

Clubs form the backbone of sports in Norway. There are more than 12,000 across the 

country and all are run almost entirely by volunteers. Families often ski, skate or play 

games together and pitch in with fundraising. Surveys show that 80 per cent of 

Norwegians belonged to a club during their childhood and roughly half of all teenagers 

are active club members. 

 

And unlike Canada, Norway has only one national sports organization, the Norwegian 

Confederation of Sports. It oversees 55 sports federations as well as the Norwegian 

Olympic Committee, the Paralympic Committee and the Special Olympics. Everything 

is largely funded by a national lottery, Norsk Tipping, which earmarks 64 per cent of its 

proceeds to sports, roughly $400-million annually. Lottery-ticket buyers can also 

donate 7 per cent of their betting stake to a chosen club. 

 

“The Norwegian mentality is that you should give kids a chance to be kids,” said Tor-

Arne Hetland, a national cross-country ski coach and Olympic gold medalist. “In many 

countries the parents will drive the kids to training. In Norway it’s often the parents will 

train together with the kids.” 

 

Hetland, who won gold in cross-country skiing at the 2002 Olympics, tried almost every 

sport as a kid, including sprinting, discus, javelin and soccer in addition to skiing. “We 



played soccer in summer and skied in the winter. That was pretty normal and still is,” 

he said. 

 

He also explained that, even at the elite level, coaching is far less rigid in Norway than 

in many other countries. “If you teach the skill set and the passion, then the athletes 

develop themselves,” he said. “Athletes are partly coaching themselves with coaches 

more as mentors and less as dictators.” 

 

It wasn’t always like this. Norwegian sport faced a moment of truth in 1988 after the 

country won just five medals – three silver, two bronze – at the Calgary Olympics and 

finished 11th. The poor showing prompted a rethink of athlete development and greater 

collaboration between the government and clubs. It also led to the creation of an elite 

sports centre called Olympiatoppen, which paid more attention to training high-

performance athletes. 

 

By the time Norway hosted the Olympics in 1994 in Lillehammer, the country was back 

among the top three and won 26 medals, including 10 gold. Since then it has topped 

the medal standings at the Games in 2002, 2014 and 2018. It also started to see 

success at the Summer Games. Vebjorn Rodal won the men’s 800 metres at the 

Atlanta Olympics in 1996, and the women’s team won gold in soccer at the 2000 

Games in Sydney. 

 

“There really was a change in the whole thinking when we got the Games in 1994 in 

Lillehammer,” said Inge Andersen, a former secretary-general of the Confederation of 

Sports. “Because then we had the goal that we should be the best nation in 1994, and 

it did something really good for the whole sport movement in Norway. We have been 

stronger and stronger ever since.” 

 

Andersen said Norway also hasn’t veered from its concept of participation and equal 

access to sports. “Young people in Norway, they have the possibilities to try a lot of 

different sports, and at the end of the day they can choose by themselves,” he said. 

“It’s not the coach or father or mother that are choosing for them.” 

 



Tore Ovrebo, the director of Olympiatoppen, said that while he’s confident about 

Norway’s chances in China, he doesn’t have a medal target. “We have high 

expectations and we do believe that it’s going to be a good Games for Norway,” he 

said. “Our job is to support the athletes to achieve their best – and then we count 

medals.” 

 

Ovrebo’s Olympic career – he competed in rowing at the 1988 Games – typifies the 

Norwegian model. He grew up playing soccer and European handball. At the age of 

13, he accompanied a friend to a rowing club that was stacked with Olympic athletes. 

They quickly became his mentors and coaches and threatened to kick the teenager 

out if he neglected his studies. 

 

“That’s the huge difference,” he said. “In Norway, it’s like we’re developing citizens and 

not only athletes.” 

 

  



As New York legalizes sports betting, insiders wager on deluge of betting 
CBS News, By Khristopher J. Brooks, January 12, 2022 

 

New York became the 18th state to legalize online sports betting, but it's a whale of a 

player because of its 20 million-plus residents, making industry insiders believe the 

Empire State will set a new record for the highest amount of sports wagering in the first 

two months of business. 

 

The state's gaming commission gave four companies — Caesars Sportsbook, 

DraftKings, FanDuel and Rush Street Interactive — the OK to start accepting bets from 

smartphone apps on January 8, with more companies expected to get a green light 

before Super Bowl TKVII bets kicks off February 13. It will take several weeks before 

New York reports its handles for January and February, but those closely following the 

sports gambling industry believe the figures will surpass the current record of $777 

million held by Arizona.  

 

"I suspect that New York will surpass all states in their debuts," Andrew Sneyd, 

FanDuel's senior vice president of brand marketing, told CBS MoneyWatch. "It'll be a 

very successful first couple of months for New York." 

In sports betting, a "handle" refers to the total amount of money wagered by bettors. 

 

Arizona opened its legal sports betting activity last fall. In September and October, the 

most recent data available, the state reported a combined $777 million handle, setting 

the U.S. record, the Arizona Republic reported.  

 

New York will almost certainly eclipse $777 million, said Daniel Wallach, a sports 

wagering lawyer in New York. That's because New York has the largest population of 

any state with legalized sports gambling and gave the OK at arguably the most active 

time of year for betting, Wallach said.  

 

 

 

A city full of sports fans 

 



Millions of sports fans have already placed bets in New York on January's college 

football championship and the NFL's Super Bowl and NCAA March Madness are right 

around the corner, Wallach added. 

  

"It represents the holy grail of online sports betting in that this is truly one of the mega 

markets for it," he said. 

 

New York also is one of the few U.S. states with multiple teams across all four major 

sports where bettors can wager. The state has diehard fans of the Liberty, Rangers, 

Islanders, Nets, Knicks, Jets, Giants, Bills, Mets and Yankees — a recipe for billions 

of dollars in bets every month, experts said.  

 

In-person sports betting has been legal in New York since 2013, but adding the online 

component is a big deal for many reasons. First, millions of New Yorkers who would 

have otherwise placed illegal bets can now gamble without breaking the law, said 

Casey Clark, a senior vice president at the American Gaming Association. Another 

reason: Lawmakers in California and Texas — two large-population states that could 

rival New York's volume — will now feel pressure to legalize online sports betting, 

Wallach predicted. 

 

"It's not a stretch for a state like California to eventually become legalized and pull 

down $30 billion in handles every year," said Wallach, who also teaches sports 

wagering law at the University of New Hampshire. 

 

States began legalizing online sports betting three years ago after a U.S. Supreme 

Court ruling from 2018 struck down a federal law barring gambling on football, 

basketball, baseball and other sports. States where sports betting is legal have 

reported millions of dollars in added tax revenue, according to gaming association 

data. As of January, 18 states have legalized online sports betting — including 

Michigan, Nevada and New Jersey.  

New Jersey losing out on bets 

 

New Jersey has become the nation's top sports betting market. Through the end of 

November, New Jersey's nine casinos and three horse tracks that take sports bets 



have taken nearly $10 billion in wagers, including online wagers. Industry experts have 

estimated as much as 25% to 30% of sports bets in New Jersey are placed by New 

York residents. 

 

Most New Yorkers will probably stay home now and place bets, Wallach said, meaning 

that New Jersey's sports handle could fall as much as 20%. Sneyd from FanDuel said 

he believes New Jersey could still see betting volume rise even though New Yorkers 

will likely bet from home. 

 

FanDuel, DraftKings and other online betting platforms have become some of the 

biggest winners in the sports-betting explosion. DraftKings generated $614 million in 

revenue in 2020 and expects to cash in a cool $1 billion this year. FanDuel's parent 

company Flutter Entertainment said its 2020 betting revenue was $896 million, an 81% 

spike from 2019. 

 

Sports leagues are also capitalizing on the sports betting explosion by selling official 

team data to betting companies. The NBA, for example, has a six-year contract with 

sports data and technology company Sportradar that is reportedly worth more than 

$250 million. Such contracts could easily swell to billions once more states legalize 

sports gambling. 

  



Tennis Australia destroyed over Peng Shuai T-shirt scandal 
Foxsports.com, by James Matthey, January 24, 2022 

 

Australian Open organisers have been slammed for their handling of a situation that 

saw spectators ordered to remove items asking “where is Peng Shuai?” 

 

Tennis Australia (TA) stood by what many are labelling a heavy-handed decision after 

video emerged on the weekend of security and police requesting a fan at Melbourne 

Park remove her shirt highlighting the plight of the Chinese tennis star — who sparked 

worldwide fears when she “disappeared” after making allegations of sexual abuse 

against a former top-ranking member of the Chinese Communist Party. 

 

Peng has since been seen in videos and photos shared by Chinese state media but 

there are concerns those were staged and human rights activists have questioned 

whether the former doubles star is able to act freely. 

 

The video at the tennis ended with police saying TA was permitted to confiscate any 

paraphernalia that referenced Peng. 

 

TA told News Corp Australia it feared for Peng’s safety but fans were not permitted to 

make political statements with their clothing at the Australian Open. 

 

“Under our ticket conditions of entry we don’t allow clothing, banners or signs that are 

commercial or political,” a Tennis Australia spokesperson said. 

 

“Peng Shuai’s safety is our primary concern. We continue to work with the WTA and 

global tennis community to seek more clarity on her situation and will do everything we 

can to ensure her wellbeing.” 

 

Drew Pavlou posted footage on social media of his friend Max Mok and another person 

being confronted by security about their Peng Shuai attire, and Mok hit out at TA’s 

reaction. 

 



“I can remember him (the security guard) saying over and over that he had been 

instructed by someone higher up to confiscate (the Peng items),” Mok told Nine 

newspapers. 

 

“On top of that, he also kept saying - and I don’t think this was in the video - but he 

kept saying he had eyes and ears everywhere, you can’t hide, things like that. Who 

exactly am I hiding from? 

 

“He said someone found it political and reported it, but couldn’t say who. 

 

“I would be surprised if someone at the ground reported us.” 

 

Pavlou spruiked a GoFundMe page to print more “Where is Peng Shuai?” T-shirts and 

on Twitter revealed it had already raised nearly $6000. 

 

Mok said it was hypocritical of TA to say Peng’s safety is its “primary concern” and then 

treat him how it did, and is hopeful more people will show overt support of the Chinese 

star by following their lead at Melbourne Park. 

 

“Hypocrisy is an understatement. It’s not sincere, and it’s just a way for them (TA) to 

avoid a PR disaster,” Mok told Nine. “You can see that from the huge amount of support 

we’ve got from the public. If we had less support, this could have gone very wrong. 

 

“If Tennis Australia is serious about the movement, they’ll let people in (with Peng-

related items). Time will tell which side they’re on. 

 

“Regardless, it will be a good message to send not just to Australia, but internationally. 

Imagine a whole court filled with ‘Free Peng Shuai’ shirts?” 

 

Plenty of people shared Mok’s outrage and laid the boot into TA. Daily Telegraph 

federal politics editor James Morrow tweeted: “How is asking ‘Where is Peng Shuai?’ 

political? Could possibly understand not wanting ‘Sack ScoMo’ or ‘Andrews is a POS’ 

signs but this is something else again.” 

 



Aussie comedian Shaun Micallef wrote: “Only in mainland China would asking after 

somebody’s whereabouts be regarded as a political statement. 

 

“I get if a hotel says ‘No thongs’, asks you to leave and then calls the police if you don’t 

because the police can see that you’re wearing thongs. I don’t think the police can look 

at a ‘Where is Peng Shuai?’ T-shirt and just as easily tell that it’s a political statement.” 

 

Journalist Matt Walsh said: “Interestingly, journalists can ask questions about the Peng 

Shuai situation to players, but fans, seemingly, aren’t allowed to.” 

 

Veteran American tennis reporter Jon Wertheim was also critical, re-posting the video 

on Twitter. “Here’s the video … down the slippery slope we go … @AustralianOpen 

unforced error count this year continues to mount,” he wrote. 

 

“Say this: it throws @WTA courage/principles into still sharper relief.” 

 

Australian broadcaster Stephen Quartermain added: “Really bad call by 

@AustralianOpen on the Peng Shuai situation. After the Djokovic saga … All their 

goodwill built up over many glorious years is quickly evaporating.” 

 

Sportscaster Corbin Middlemas tweeted: “The only language they (TA) speak are 

dollars and eyeballs, you can leave your moral compass at the door.” 

 

Peng, a former Wimbledon and French Open doubles champion, took to Chinese 

social media site Weibo in November last year to allege that former vice-premier Zhang 

Gaoli forced her into sex during an on-off relationship spanning several years. 

 

She was not heard from for weeks, sparking fears about her wellbeing, and then 

reappeared to deny making the allegations of sexual assault saying her social media 

post was misinterpreted. 

 

There have been calls within the industry for more transparency from Beijing over 

Peng’s whereabouts, with concerns she is being censored. 

 



Women’s Tennis Association Tour chairman Steve Simon announced the women’s 

tennis circuit was suspending all tournaments in China over concerns about the safety 

of Peng. 

 

Multiple players were asked about Peng during the first week of the Australian Open. 

Speaking after her win on Wednesday, Australian star Ash Barty said the tennis 

community had come together to look out for Peng’s safety and hoped she was doing 

OK. 

 

“Hopefully it’s not too long until we see her back out here,” Barty said. 

 

A reporter then asked whether Barty was concerned that there was something “sinister” 

at play, but she couldn’t answer. 

 

“I’ve got no idea. Without the information, I can’t answer that question,” Barty 

responded. 

 

Fellow Aussie Nick Kyrgios said he believed “obviously” something wasn’t right with 

the situation but admitted he didn’t know much about it. 

 

“Obviously if that’s still something that’s ongoing it needs to be found out and kind of, 

I guess, we need more awareness about it. We can’t forget about her,” Kyrgios after a 

singles match. 

 

“We have to use our platforms as athletes. I think we’re obligated to do that, we’re 

obligated to speak up and, you know, get to the root of what’s happening and why it’s 

happening.” 

 

Belarusian Victoria Azarenka, who is on the WTA Player Council, said the main goal 

was hearing from Peng personally. 

 

“There hasn’t been that much development in terms of contact with Peng Shuai even 

though from our side we will continue to make any and all efforts to make sure that she 

is safe, she feels comfortable,” Azarenka said. 



 

“Hopefully we will get to hear from her personally at some point. I think that’s the goal, 

the main goal right now.” 

 

Japan’s Naomi Osaka also said she hadn’t heard any news. 

 

“I’m not sure if that’s concerning or not,” she said. “But I think the WTA, the whole 

organisation, they handled it really well. I’m really proud of them. 

 

“I feel like it’s a situation where we need more information, which is definitely really 

hard. Kind of, I think everyone is waiting.” 

  



Women’s Rights v. Trans Rights: Where Are the Feminists? 
https://www.realcleareducation.com/articles/2022/01/21/womens_rights_v_trans_righ

ts_where_are_the_feminists_110690.html 

By Sherry Sylvester, January 21, 2022 

 

In the successful fight to pass Senate Bill 3 in Texas protecting girls’ sports, 

conservatives were repeatedly told by their opponents on the left that we were tilting 

at windmills. Trans men were no threat to female sports, we were assured; the 

legislation we were pushing was a “solution in search of a problem.” Conservatives 

who pushed to protect sports for women and girls were accused of being transphobic.  

 

But ask girl swimmers in Pennsylvania what they think about the recently transitioned 

person who is shattering women’s records in the Keystone State. 

 

In 2019, when conservatives were working to pass privacy legislation to ensure that 

boys would not be permitted to enter girls’ restrooms in public schools, leftists and the 

media again insisted that we were provincial prudes. When Texas state senator and 

former NCAA champion athlete Lois Kolkhorst declared the bathroom battle “the 

women’s rights issue of our time,” almost no Texas media outlet reported it. The media 

ignored dozens of reports of women being attacked by men in public restrooms and 

changing rooms in Texas. 

 

Similarly, the media ignored what helped spark a triumph of parental rights in the 

Virginia gubernatorial election. A girl was raped in a school restroom by a boy wearing 

a skirt.  School officials said that they didn’t know whether to confront him because he 

might have been a “trans” person.  

 

In Texas, our legislation to protect sports for women and girls is described by the media 

as “disqualifying” of boys rather than affirming girls. News reports say that the bill 

“excludes” those who say that they are girls – instead of noting that the bill protects 

actual girls. 

 

Which brings me to my question: Where are the feminists? Having fought in the second 

wave of women’s rights in the 1970s, I do not understand why today’s American 



women’s movement has been so quick to give those hard-won rights away – to say, 

essentially, that if a male is suffering from gender dysphoria and thinks that he’s a girl 

or woman, we should just go along with that. 

 

Body dysphoria leads to life-threatening bulimia and other diseases, but gender 

dysphoria should be enabled, even encouraged – at least, according to the left, which 

believes that parents should be permitted to authorize life- and body-changing 

hormone treatments, and even surgery, for their children, not recognizing that these 

actions are irreversible and clearly child abuse. This is a horrible disservice to the 

victims of gender dysphoria. It is also a setback for women’s rights. 

 

J.K. Rowling, author of the Harry Potter series, has joined with many European 

feminists in stepping up and saying the obvious: that sex is a real, biological fact. It is 

scientifically certifiable, not something that is arbitrarily “assigned” at birth and written 

on one’s birth certificate. Rowling has attracted the ire of the trans movement because 

she dared to question the terms “people who have a cervix,” “people who menstruate,” 

or “people who can become pregnant” as substitutes for the word “women.”  

 

Similarly, a left-wing British MP, Rosie Duffield, has drawn a line in the sand. Duffield 

is saying what many feminists have apparently been afraid to say: that most men are 

stronger than most women. Too often, that reality can be a threat to women. We ought 

to be able to go to the restroom – where, unlike men, we must partially undress – 

without being afraid. 

 

Which brings us back to the swimmer who just smashed all the women’s swimming 

records in Pennsylvania. Texans know that this is unfair, and they don’t want any part 

of it.  

 

A full 58% of Texans strongly support legislation that would require high school and 

middle school students to compete in sports associated with their biological sex. This 

includes 75% of whites, 64% of Latinos, and 63% of African-Americans. It includes 

almost half of Democrats, over 90% of Republicans, and 73% of Independents. And 

while 82% of my generation – the Baby Boomers – support the legislation, so do 63% 

of Millennials, 69% of Gen Xers, and 54% of Generation Z.  



 

Back in the 1970s, a battle cry for many of us in the women’s movement was that “the 

personal is the political.” I’ve long abandoned that motto, but in this case, it has some 

relevance, as we are watching our rights as women being given away to men. On this 

issue and many others, Texas conservatives are standing up for women, but I ask, 

again: Where are the feminists? 

 

  



France moves closer to banning veils in sports competitions 
ABC News, by Samuel PETREQUIN, January 19, 2022 

 

The French Senate has voted in favor of banning the wearing of headscarves in sports 

competitions after arguing that neutrality is a requirement on the field of play 

 

The French Senate has voted in favor of banning the wearing of headscarves in sports 

competitions, arguing that neutrality is a requirement on the field of play. 

 

The French upper legislative house voted late Tuesday in favor of amending a 

proposed law stipulating that the wearing “of conspicuous religious symbols is 

prohibited" to take part in events and competitions organized by sports federations. 

 

In their text, senators clearly said that the amendment aims at banning “the wearing of 

the veil in sports competitions." They added that headscarves can put at risk the safety 

of athletes wearing it when they practice their discipline. 

 

The amendment proposed by right-wing group Les Republicains and opposed by the 

French government was adopted with 160 votes in favor, and 143 against. A 

commission composed of members from the Senate and the lower house should now 

gather to find a compromise on the text before it is published, meaning the amendment 

can still be erased. 

 

It is unclear whether the ban would be implemented for the 2024 Paris Olympics. The 

Olympic organizing committee did not immediately answer a request for comment. 

 

The vote came a year after lawmakers in the French parliament’s lower house 

approved a bill to strengthen oversight of mosques, schools and sports clubs in a bid 

to safeguard France from radical Islamists and to promote respect for French values 

— one of President Emmanuel Macron’s landmark projects. 

 

With France bloodied by terror attacks, few disagree that radicalization is a danger. 

But critics also see the law as a political ploy to lure the right wing to Macron’s centrist 

party ahead of this year’s presidential election. 



 

In the amendment, senators said all citizens are free to exercise their religion, but 

insisted that everyone should refrain from putting forward their differences. 

 

“Today, there is legal uncertainty about the wearing of religious symbols, and it is 

necessary for the state to clearly define the rules,” the amendment voted by senators 

read. “If the wearing of the veil is not explicitly forbidden, we could see the emergence 

of community sports clubs promoting certain religious signs." 

 

The French soccer federation already bans women from wearing headscarves in 

official matches, as well as at competitions it organizes. A collective of headscarf-

wearing soccer players called “Les Hijabeuses," in relation to the word hijab referring 

to the headscarf, has been campaigning against that ban. 

 

The group says all Muslim women should have the right to play their favorite sport at 

competitive level while wearing a headscarf if they want to. It has launched legal action 

at the Council of State, France's highest administrative jurisdiction, to overturn the 

federation ban. 

 


